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While there are significant headwinds 
facing SA dairy farmers, including milk 
price cuts, additional fodder costs caused 
by seasonal pressure, rising interest rates 
and late processor payments for some, SA 
Dairyfarmers' Association president Rob-
ert Brokenshire says positive long-term 
prospects should give farmers reason to 
hang tough.  
Concerns about the state of the industry, 
as it battles these hurdles have been 
voiced recently, including by suppliers of 
Beston Global Food Company, who say 

late milk payments have been heaping 
additional financial pressure on farmers in 
an already tough time. Trading in the com-
pany's securities has been suspended as it 
negotiates funding to refinance debt. SA-
DA is doing all it can to support the com-
pany and its farmer suppliers, given it is 
such a big player in SA, but late payments 
are concerning. Bestons are an important 
part of the industry in SA, last year taking 
nearly a third of the milk. 
The silver lining on dairy's cloud of chal-
lenges, is the projected growth in dairy 
demand both nationally and globally. Milk 

processors have told SADA they have a 
thirst for 700 million litres of SA milk a 
year from 2024 to 2029, a significant in-
crease from the current level of 500m 
litres. A template for growth was outlined 
in the industry's five-year action plan, re-
leased in April. 
All mid to long-term indicators show the 
prospects for the dairy industry were 
strong. Recent nutritional advice has also 
backed in the industry, recommending 
people - particularly children and the old-
er population - have three serves of dairy 
a day.  
"There's a lot of positive signs and if you 
stick with dairy year-in, year-out, it's a 
strong sector to be in. 

From the President  
Robert Brokenshire 
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CONSUMER CHOICE AWARD 
South Australian support is very important to our state's food and beverage 
manufacturers and producers, making the Consumer Choice Award,  
sponsored by Foodland Supermarkets, one of the most hotly contested  
categories in the  
South Australian Premier's Food and Beverage Industry Awards  
 

All Australians are eligible to vote for their favourite South Australian food or beverage brand/business from 22 July to  
20 September 2024, via the online voting platform. The Consumer Choice Award operates through a single round of online voting,  
with the winners determined by the number of public votes received.                          Voting closes Friday 20 September at 5.00pm. 

V O T E   F O R   Y O U R   F A V O U R I T E   B R A N D   H E R E 

Join us for the Gala Dinner. This is an im-

portant event for the South Australian 

Dairy Industry and continues to strength-

en our relationship across the supply 

chain. While we enjoy some of the finest 

local  produce and network with industry 

peers and friends we encourage all farm-

ers to look at the dairy industry as a 

source of inspiration as we develop SA to 

rank amongst the world’s finest. 

https://www.stockjournal.com.au/story/8604160/sa-dairy-industry-action-plan-2024-2029-launched-by-premier/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_LPx20Ne64cqLIyKIoncSS8OgnvrJn5px1a8sFnur2_rDyY0ExohjgU6urnZydvL04j0MC
https://www.stockjournal.com.au/story/8604160/sa-dairy-industry-action-plan-2024-2029-launched-by-premier/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_LPx20Ne64cqLIyKIoncSS8OgnvrJn5px1a8sFnur2_rDyY0ExohjgU6urnZydvL04j0MC
https://foodsouthaustralia.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=22f0a2e1ae63eba4f8c30e774&id=33ba36e214&e=54502b86a6
https://gleam.io/fjbHr/the-2024-south-australian-premiers-food-and-beverage-industry-consumer-choice-award?fbclid=IwY2xjawEWnW5leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHZmC76bIz1zLOwPHG7Q6LwIRZEXUmesgbwYRvP_NNizs9p7WZeY3VIuySQ_aem_iPdFACjFYhR2szJpxY_PTg&utm_source=hs_email&utm_me


 

WFI SADA Partnership:  
If you take out a policy with WFI,  

SADA receives a commission  
from WFI of 7.5% of the  

policy premium.   
 

Make sure when your next speaking with WFI that 
you mention your a SADA Member to get the discounts.   

Agri career opportunities offered with        
opening of applications for 2025 Rabobank 
Australia graduate program 
University graduates passionate about agriculture are being 
offered the opportunity to commence their careers with  
Rabobank, with the opening of applications for the specialist  
agribusiness bank’s 2025 graduate program. 

Since commencing its formal graduate program in 2023, the bank 
has launched the careers of a range of university graduates across 
the country, in locations spanning from Sydney to Geraldton in 
regional Western Australia. 
 
Rabobank is now offering places for graduates from around Aus-
tralia to join the bank early next year, beginning with a formal 18-
month graduate program, which kicks off in February 2025. 
The world’s leading specialist food and agribusiness bank, Ra-
bobank is one of Australia’s largest agricultural lenders and a major 
provider of business and corporate banking services to the coun-
try’s food and agribusiness sector. 
 
Rabobank Group Executive, Chief HR Officer Belinda Webber said 
the program offered graduates the opportunity to pursue mean-
ingful careers with a global agricultural leader. “Program partici-
pants have the opportunity to gain skills, knowledge, and experi-
ence while working across one of Australia’s leading agricultural 
and financial institutions,” she said. 
 

RABOBANK AUSTRALIAN GRADUATE PROGRAM 

Ag Trade Apprenticeship 
A career in agriculture, such as in livestock farming, crop produc-
tion or land management, offers individuals the opportunity to 
become skilled in aspects of agronomy, animal science, digital tech-
nologies, mechanical operations, supply chains, logistics, and busi-
ness management. It also allows them to have a profound impact 
on the broader community by contributing to the food security of 
Australia and being at the forefront of climate-smart solutions and 
practices. Improving the visibility of career pathways and enhanc-
ing the attractiveness of a career in agriculture are crucial steps in 
addressing the current workforce challenges faced by this industry, 
particularly when it comes to attracting new entrants. Visit Project 
Page 
 
Rural Operations Project 
Certificate II level qualifications can provide an important pathway 
into work for many learners, equipping them with the skills to en-
ter the workforce or higher-level qualifications. Visit Project Page 
 

Livestock Operations Project 
Skills in handling and caring for livestock are crucial to Australia’s 
food production system. Livestock units are used across many qual-
ifications, including the certificates of agriculture, to provide train-
ing to work with a range of animals in an agricultural setting, in-
cluding sheep, cattle, alpacas, pigs, poultry, goats and bees. Visit 
Project Page 
 
Worker Safety Induction Pilot  
Across the agricultural value chain, safety is a key concern. It is 
important that everyone has access to a safe work environment 
and the skills to keep themselves and others safe. These skills are 
critical in environments where machinery is used, animals are in-
volved, or work takes place in isolated or remote locations. 
Visit Project Page   
  
Essential Meat Processing Skills Project 
Australian meat is highly regarded in both local and global markets 
for being top quality, wholesome and safe. The Australian Meat 
Processing (AMP) Training Package includes coverage of all the 
skilled job functions of the industry, including the essential founda-
tion skills that are used daily. It is important the training package 
supports the workforce to learn skills and carry out work efficiently 
and safely. This will help Australian meat products live up to their 
strong reputation, operating to the current standards in food safe-
ty, quality control and compliance requirements.  
Visit Project Page 

https://www.wfi.com.au/
https://www.wfi.com.au/
https://www.rabobank.com.au/careers/graduate-program/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--ghm_Pigstj8Vbns7_mflxFQHCr1bMzZk5Aaau0ZdjPgvk3KUX4OzjxCT3bReuTAgPD3zA
https://sadafresh.com.au/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--ghm_Pigstj8Vbns7_mflxFQHCr1bMzZk5Aaau0ZdjPgvk3KUX4OzjxCT3bReuTAgPD3zA
https://www.facebook.com/dodairysa?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--ghm_Pigstj8Vbns7_mflxFQHCr1bMzZk5Aaau0ZdjPgvk3KUX4OzjxCT3bReuTAgPD3zA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCHRC4ngYxs
https://skillsinsight.com.au/project/ag-trade-apprenticeship-project/?_cldee=FP8x4oLdaxOuSOpgYBKW5VtnqF0bzllGTGjRMWdZ0fVa-D2BiOVREEMbKXrDbHft&recipientid=contact-3db0c61a1caced1183fe00224818a3ef-3850f8d7e8924379bad12cd4fb22f199&esid=7a77443f-aa06-ef11-9f89-00
https://skillsinsight.com.au/project/ag-trade-apprenticeship-project/?_cldee=FP8x4oLdaxOuSOpgYBKW5VtnqF0bzllGTGjRMWdZ0fVa-D2BiOVREEMbKXrDbHft&recipientid=contact-3db0c61a1caced1183fe00224818a3ef-3850f8d7e8924379bad12cd4fb22f199&esid=7a77443f-aa06-ef11-9f89-00
https://skillsinsight.com.au/project/rural-operations/?_cldee=HPDwdWmSapRdaBWmROJpU4ZsZRYCXgk1RzFtBzC3IbBcC3S6HGzMALtCVt57uR0M&recipientid=contact-9458e582667bed1181ad00224818a39c-7fa616ab67144ad9a4136a833877d315&esid=5c561090-6f2c-ef11-840a-0022489411df
https://skillsinsight.com.au/project/livestock-operations/?_cldee=HPDwdWmSapRdaBWmROJpU4ZsZRYCXgk1RzFtBzC3IbBcC3S6HGzMALtCVt57uR0M&recipientid=contact-9458e582667bed1181ad00224818a39c-7fa616ab67144ad9a4136a833877d315&esid=5c561090-6f2c-ef11-840a-0022489411df
https://skillsinsight.com.au/project/livestock-operations/?_cldee=HPDwdWmSapRdaBWmROJpU4ZsZRYCXgk1RzFtBzC3IbBcC3S6HGzMALtCVt57uR0M&recipientid=contact-9458e582667bed1181ad00224818a39c-7fa616ab67144ad9a4136a833877d315&esid=5c561090-6f2c-ef11-840a-0022489411df
https://skillsinsight.com.au/project/worker-safety-induction-pilot/?_cldee=onLsZ2RA_LFY8jjlBC60X4mAT_-eM173OISTsB0VYIOgbl6awJ5jOxZxGVBqS1w5&recipientid=contact-9458e582667bed1181ad00224818a39c-0ba54bc3f6a1453e9b0af3dcad8112e9&esid=63f2a1e2-b41c-ef11-840a-0022
https://skillsinsight.com.au/project/essential-meat-processing-skills/
https://skillsinsight.com.au/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--ghm_Pigstj8Vbns7_mflxFQHCr1bMzZk5Aaau0ZdjPgvk3KUX4OzjxCT3bReuTAgPD3zA


Exciting news!  
We've launched new discussion 
groups on the SADA Discussion       
Forum, and we invite you to join     
the conversation. 
 

Power Policy Group: Dive into discussions about the latest policies shaping our industry and how they impact our work. 
Share your insights, ask questions, and stay informed about the power sector's policy landscape. 

Workforce Group: Connect with fellow professionals to exchange ideas, strategies, and best practices for building a skilled 
and resilient workforce.  

Participating in these groups is a fantastic way to engage with peers, gain valuable knowledge, and contribute to our com-
munity's growth and development. 

To join these groups and start participating in the discussions, simply log in to the SADA Discussion Forum and navigate to 
the Groups section. If you haven't registered yet, now is the perfect time to join our community! 

We invite you to scan the QR code above or click here to join.  

Farm data coupled with the latest technology can assist farm   
managers in making better on-farm decisions in real time leading 
to more profit. 
We often hear about large data sets referred to as 'big data'. Big 
data can be simply defined as a data set that is too large and cum-
bersome to be stored and analyzed on an Excel spreadsheet. That 
said, big sets of data, such as data from our dairy farms gathered 
over numerous seasons, can be useful for more informed deci-
sions, especially in times of lower milk prices and weather ex-
tremes. 
Having robust farm data that can be aggregated for industry use 
also assists when our industry needs to provide evidence-based 
data to support our social license to operate or to direct resources 
to priority areas when they are needed most. 
  
Three buckets of data What are the types of farm data that can be 
collected? Generally, we can group farm data into three buckets. 
 

Bucket 1. Herd and animal data - often collected using numerous 
herd or livestock software programs plus processor milk produc-
tion platforms. 
 
Bucket 2. Financial data - collected using a large range of finan-
cial/accounting software programs plus Dairy Australia programs 
such as Dairy Farm Monitor, Farm Business Snapshot etc. 
 
Bucket 3. Farm physical data - such as paddock activities, grazing 
records, pasture growth, feeding and other farm physical data. 
Numerous options, however, few platforms perform all of the 
required functions. 

New web application tool developed 
The good news is that as an industry we now have a platform that 
will collect all the information required for our Bucket 3 and will 
also provide real-time information regarding pasture covers, 
growth rates etc. 
Dairy Australia, Agriculture Victoria and Gardiner Foundation joint-
ly funded the DairyFeedbase research program. One outcome 
from this program was a collection of technologies to accurately 
estimate pasture covers using modelling and satellite data. Funding 
from Agriculture Victoria then incorporated these technologies into 
a new web application tool - PastureSmarts. 
PastureSmarts is a personalised web application tool that helps 
farmers manage pasture across their farm by centralising grazing 
records and estimating their current pasture availability. It can be 
used on a phone, tablet or desktop computer. 

S M A R T    F A R M I N G 
New PastureSmarts tool aims to help dairy Farmers lift profitability 

https://chat.whatsapp.com/KihDXyRHu0EJRjdUn8amGr
https://chat.whatsapp.com/KihDXyRHu0EJRjdUn8amGr
https://www.farmonline.com.au/story/7520361/data-drives-future-dairy-management/
https://app.pasturesmarts.com/
https://app.pasturesmarts.com/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--ghm_Pigstj8Vbns7_mflxFQHCr1bMzZk5Aaau0ZdjPgvk3KUX4OzjxCT3bReuTAgPD3zA


SNAPSHOTS in DAIRY 

https://open.spotify.com/episode/4eMr8o4DSt33PCKrCjwZv7?si=fbb1dabcdec04c8e&utm_term=N%2FA&utm_campaign=SN%3A%20Australian%20Farmers%20%7C%20July%20202%201b9317&utm_content=Australian%20Farmers%20%7C%20July%202024&nd=1&dlsi=473fabf02da74c19&utm_source=hs_e
https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/media-releases/news-items/dairy-exports-soar-as-key-partnership-extended?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--ghm_Pigstj8Vbns7_mflxFQHCr1bMzZk5Aaau0ZdjPgvk3KUX4OzjxCT3bReuTAgPD3zA
https://federation.syd1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_blUCCyrYWjbjkAm?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--ghm_Pigstj8Vbns7_mflxFQHCr1bMzZk5Aaau0ZdjPgvk3KUX4OzjxCT3bReuTAgPD3zA
https://sada.asn.au/policy/emergency-animal-disease?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--ghm_Pigstj8Vbns7_mflxFQHCr1bMzZk5Aaau0ZdjPgvk3KUX4OzjxCT3bReuTAgPD3zA
https://sada.asn.au/about-us/sada-history?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--ghm_Pigstj8Vbns7_mflxFQHCr1bMzZk5Aaau0ZdjPgvk3KUX4OzjxCT3bReuTAgPD3zA
https://sada.asn.au/about-us/sada-history?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--ghm_Pigstj8Vbns7_mflxFQHCr1bMzZk5Aaau0ZdjPgvk3KUX4OzjxCT3bReuTAgPD3zA

