





arant of & Prices Order /as
been circulated for comment.

Applications for new Authority
members 1ave been called and
are n the hands of the Minis-
rers office. It is not known
when the new Authorty will be
apopomled.

Stale-wide Eguily negotiations
arée processing well - yet
remam at a oiffieult and del-
cale slage.

SADA policies that have been
oeveloped over lthe /ast 2-3
yoars by the members appesr
‘o b8 Slanamg 18 pressure
2nd 1est of ime.

! am conscious Hat members
TIav 88’ 1Al inaceguale cor-
SUISion Wil grass-roof dairy-
T21TErS 188 [aken piace In e
2ast 16w months.

! acknowleage ¢ /evel of trvst
granted by the members of
SADA to the Executive
hroughout His difficult stage of
negoralion, & /eve/ of change
not exceeaed /n the /ast 55
years.

However / wish to report that /
beligve a number of critically
amponant mrestonss were réea-
ched at an Industry meesting on
Weanesaay 717th of February.

77 particuian, a Or-parltisan
goproac) o industry manage-
ment of the Farm Gate market
Mtk premium through the
agreement for six Egqualisation

ompan/es (3 farmers and 3
Drocessors) with an /naepen-
aent chalrperson.

7h/s may appesr g loglca/ solu-
uon, yel It has bsen extremely
difficult to react agreemeri.

SADA has been concemed with
he senario thal processors
were rnegonaling on some
/SSUBS.

consequently Adrian circulared
he document “Slarewide
Equiy: one step at a ime” (in

order o keep
members infor-
med).

Since that time,
1t /s fair fo s&y,
e processors
have clearly
Shown 1t /s therr
wish lo ensure
there 1s

—

aebate on all of YOUR DAIRY!!

the sensitive o

/ssues. This

process wrl/ '

ensyure maxs- Contact DAVID WILLIAMS

mum scrutiny of
pJolicies fo e
gxtent hat e4ad
pomt agree-
meiis Wl e
iy resear-
ones snd weil
J78rs00a.

SAFETY GROOVING

Helps stop
"slip & fall”
accidents 1in

on (08) 383 7323 for any
information vou require,
or for a free guote.

NATIONAL

CONCRETE SAWING & DRILLING

one area of
greatl concern
fo SADA is the
/ssué of deaucr-

*Glenberrie Stud®
PO Box 120
Kangarilla

SA 5157

ng 7c per litre
off the regulated Farm Gale

Frice (FGF) to cover collection .

costs incurred by the processor
D08t the lamm gale.

/ believe the processors now
concede his 1s an Issve that
mUSt L8 200ressed within e
processor agreement. that 1acr-
/ares phiysical allocations of
mitk betwesen processors pro-
portional to the State ratio of
marke! /milk Sa/és and supply.

n South Australia lhe proces-
sor of marke! mitk can, and wi,
collect processing cosls from
the consumer. In Viclonia there
/S 4 Processor price requisaled
oy the VDIA to cover a/l costs
meurred from the fam gare o
e processing plant. 7he Vic-
forian Farm Gale Frice stands
alone and réemams a separare
hnk In the chain of even's prior
10 CONSUIMEr PUICRESE.

7The VDIA has regulated vest-
Ing powers over mitk to faciy-
a6 his /evel of management -

South Australia needs to raci-
lale the same principles of
management unaer self régu/a-
tion and acknowledge lhe
agportunily to achieve maxi-
MU commerciad’ efficliency. (7¢
P8r litre transport aeauction on
marker mik would remove
£7.35 Million from Farm Gate
revernle.

A second area of concerm /8 the
method of payment - South
Australia has led the field in
porole;m payments ouring e
past three and a half years.

The processor suggestion of
changing o /jires al a standard
/S viewed wilh 6xIréme concern
by SADA for a number of réa-
So/IS.

n particular the Intended
pEnally of non partcpalon
marke!l mik premiums i the
case of non-complianceé of
stanoards included a mimnimum
standard for protemn 6g. If &
rammers mitk did not réach e
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srandard of 3.7% protemn l/rére
would be no particjpation i
markel milk réfums.

SADA believes that distribution
of 1he market milk prémium on
a prolemn basis would convey
the necessary and correct mar-
kel signals without a sudden
aealr penally.

/ believe 1he processors are
gmwving auve consideration lo the
SADA point of view. Conversely
we must recogrise the need for
aaequare mitk standaros.

IMPLEMENTATION OF
NEW LEGISLATION

Although the Implementation
gale of the new Acl, regulations
and Slate-wide Farm Gale
Price appear vague al this
pomt in time, / believe every
effort will be made to fully
immplement 1he new legisiation
and State-wide Equity on July
7st 7993

/implementation of the Srate-
wide Farm Gate Frice /s con-
tingent upon collection of the
Zec per /tre [ncrease in lhe
Processors margimn to kick start
1he transition to a common Sla-
[8WIdE price.

SHOW DAIRY

he planned new miking racr-
Nty at the Royal Adelaide Horl/-
culture Sociely showgrounds at
wayville /s now progressing /in
/eaps and bounds. It will pro-
vide state-of-the-art miking
lechnology for the 200 /actating
show cows exhiited at the
Aaelaide spring show.

The Show Socrely has agreed
[0 3 s/le whrch 1S the preferred
option of exhibitors and Mal-
colm Timberiake from (the
Merropolitan Mitk Board /s
working with enthusiasm and
zest In conunction. with the
Socrety'’s architect.

Plans will be avaiable 1o
enable 1l adiscussion with the
maustry representative deve-

lopment group in the next few
Weexs.

On behalf of industry |/ wish to
convey gratituge ro Gary
campbell and lthe respective
groyps within the Socrely for
their part in this exciting project
fo Iransform the profile and
/image of the dairy inausty n
1he eyes of the general public.

BENCHMARKING
S7UDY

Following the industry planning
meeting convened by the AD/IC
mn August 1992 and commiltt-
ments made by industy [lo
Simon Créan ar the pomt of
introaduecing new Federal Legis-
/ation, a commitiment to cary
out a benchmarking proect
was maace.

his will be a DROC funded
profect, a consulling group has
veen selectea, and the ullimare
alim wil be to benchmark 1arm-
mng, manufacturmg and pro-
cessig seclors within lhe in-
austry, /n order lo /measure our
elliclency agamst world best
$1anaaras.

MARKETING REVIEW

/ undersltand the Markeling
Review Commiltes, chaired by
Ken Baxrer, fhas labled an in-
/tal report for Federal Minister
Simon Crean. / bejjeve a more
comprefensive report will be
made avaiiable /ater in 1he
year.

This review may [Initiate
changes In the operation of the
Australian Dairy Corporalion
and possibly change the infras-
lructure of the DROC.

HERD RECORDING

The Central Council sub-com-
mitlee set up 1o documernt costs
of herd recording have therir
r8pOr Printed 1n this Journal,

n réalily this report is not
msuiated from the sensiive
/ssue of the future South Aus-

lralian central testing /abora-
lory.

This report will be laken mto
account by the EFxecutive and
central Councrl when resonving
the /ssue of the mausty /levy
and luture plans for the resting
centrs.

CONCLUSION

/n summary / wish fo compli-

ment the Executive and Pro-

aucer Direclor of MMEC Johin

Cromplon for their effort and -
aedication through s busy

period.

On a light note / must say the
activities of some younger Exe-
cutive members are qurte
aiverse.

congratuiations lo Executive
member Bronte Wilson on his
marriage fo Cheryl Hemer on
Saturaay 6t February.

On vbenalk of al the SADA
members | wish fo convey lhe
very best wishes 1o Bronte and
creryl for their future life
togerner.

Speaking of /life together
prompls me lo quole the pre-
siding Minister at Maughan
Church Adelaide when refer-
7117g to Bronte and Cheryl's /ife,
/ quote “Life! that is what hap-
PENS whlle you are making your
prans.”

Also our hearly congratuiations
must be conveyed lo-recently
retired Executive member Ste-
phen Treloar and his wite
Helen on the birth of their first
chila, a daughter Casey Sharn-
non.

ALLAN MANNING
PRESIDENT
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BRANCH ANNUAL \b; SADA
GENERAL MEETINGS

O MEMBERS - you are invited to attend O AGENDAS will be inserted in the

your Branch AGM, or if more suitable, next Journal.
you are welcome to attend at another O SECRETARIES please advise Jenny of
Branch. A more updated diary will be any special additions to your Agendas
published in the next Journal. before 25 March.
BRANCH DATE VENUE TIME
Southern Hills 5/4/93  To be confirmed 8.00 pm .
Milang 7/4/93  Langhorne Creek Supper Room 8.00 pm
Northern Hills 13/4/93  Birdwood High School Library Resource Centre  8.00 pm
Central Hills 15/4/93 Meadows Hall 8.00 pm
South Coast 19/4/93 CWA Hall Victor Harbor | 8.00 pm
Myponga 22/4/93  Yankalilla Golf Club 8.00 pm
Onkaparinga 27/4/93 Charleston Hall 8.00 pm
Jervois 29/4/93 Jervois Football Club Rooms 8.00 pm
Barossa 11/5/93 Vine Inn, Nuriootpa - Percy’s Bar 8.00 pm
Northern 13/5/93 To be confirmed 8.00 pm
River Murray 20/5/93 To be confirmed 8.00 pm
Lakes 25/5/93 To be confirmed 8.00 pm
South East 27/5/93 Mil Lel Hall 8.00 pm
<22 WORK EXPERIENCE WANTED =
Andrew Sarson, year 11 student of Parndana Area School Kangsaroo Island, seeks
work experience on a dairy farm in the Fleurieu area 15th - 18§h June 1993. Please
Phone Sue Morris at the school on (084) 896 068 if you can assist.

-
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CENTRAL COUNCIL \ 3ADA
MEETING

WEDNESDAY 31ST MARCH 1993

FROM 10.00 AM
AT THE ’

MURRAY BRIDGE GOLF CLUB
RITTER STREET, MURRAY BRIDGE







HERD TESTING FACTS fﬂaﬁ

(Johkn Whellams, Perter Doman, Joanne Prfeiffer)

As you may or may not be aware, changes to the .

present State Herd Testing situation will be brought
on us by the declaration of the New Dairy Bill 1992:

“On the commencement of this Act, lhe
Metropolitan Milk Bosard is dissofved and
the Darry Authority succeeds. The Auth-
orty must dispoase of any herd flesting
equipmen! lo which 1t becomes entitled, as
direclted by the Minister after appropriate
caasullalion with Associations represealing
the dairy industoy.’’

The Minister of Primary Industries, the Hon. Terry
Groom, has stated that he will make a directive
regarding herd recording after consultation with
SADA and the South Australian Farmers Federation
(SAFF).

At the last SADA Central Council meeting, follow-
ing discussion of various herd testing activities a
Sub-committee was charged with presenting to all
members a Fact Sheet. This information is to be
considered by members and their thoughts and
opinions are to be tabled at forthcoming branch
meetings, thus enabling Central Council Delegates
to make an informed decision on this important
issue.

THE CURRENT SITUATION:

1. Levy on MMB market milk sales raised around
$170,000 p.a. All MMB supply area farmers
have funded the current MMB laboratory ope-
rations since the mid 80s. HISCOL’s fat, protein
and somatic cell counts tested by the MMB at no
charge for central region farmers since they pay
the levy. HISCOL pays the MMB’S contract
price of 41c/sample to test South East clients’
milk.

2. There are four herd recording operations in South
Australia

a) HISCOL, with around 90% of herds recorded,
offering a statewide service.

Charges for a 100 cow herd:

1992 Central South East

Shed Fee §2.05 $2.05

Field Work/HIO computer §11.2t $11.21 (S wkly)
Lab Testing (MMB) nil $3.00 (5 wkly).
TOTAL charged per cow  $13.26 *$15.26

1993 Central South East

Shed Fee nil nil

Field Work/HIO computer $11.20 §11.20

Lab Testing MMB) nil (83.00)

TOTAL charged percow  $11:20 °$11.20

* full price not passed on ® 5 cell counts only

Sub sampled at Hahndorf, tested at MMB,
processed at Yankalilla through HIO com-
puter (Melbourne).

Charges include membership to ADHIS and
associated interstate representation.

b) ROBERTSONS, operating from Murraytown
in the North to Bordertown in the South.

1992
Shed Fee nil
Field Work/HIO computer $6.70
Lab Testing §3.80  (4wKly)
TOTAL per cow $10.50
$9.00  bi-mthly

1993 prices unavailable.

Sub sampled at Murray Bridge, interstate
freight to Cohuna Vic for testing. Processed
through HIO computer. No use of state levy
funds -no subsidy.

c) SEHIA operating in the South East
Charges for a 100 cow herd:

1992
Shed fee nil
Field work/HIO computer $6.90
Lab Testing Warmambool Co-op $5.50
TOTAL per cow
- mthly cell counts §12.40
- mthly testing 5 cell counts  $10.70
- bi-monthly $8.00
1993 prices unavailable.
<< =



Sub sampled by contractor, tested in Warr-
nambool Vic, processed through HIO com-
puter. No subsidy.

d) IHTA operating in South East
Charges for 100 cow herd:

1992

Shed fee nil
Field work & HIO computer $7.05
Lab Testing Warmambool $5.50
TOTAL per cow

- mthly cell counts $12.55
- mthly with 5 cell counts $10.85
- bi-monthly $7.75

1993 prices unavailable.

Sub sampled by contractor, tested at Warr-
nambool, processed through HIO computer.
No subsidy.

NB The three independent testing groups number
20-30 farms each, therefore administration costs
are kept to a minimum and contractors are used
instead of salaried employees, thus avoiding
overheads such as Workcover, superannuation
etc.

3. State by State:

Tasmania: New Dairy Authority conducts the
laboratory. Field work done by contractors. the
need to sub sample the milk is removed by using
alternate am:pm monthly testing. No farmer levy
and no government funding. Total Cost around
$13.60 per cow.

New South Wales: On farm sampling. Fat and

protein tested at designated factory laboratories.

Cell counts done in Sydney at NSW Dairy

Authority as is computer work. No farmer levy

and minimal government support. Cost approxi-
~mately $13.00 per cow.

Western Australia: Central testing at Bunbury.
$14.60 per cow monthly, $10.06 bi-monthly.
Government funding $76,000 for 2 employees
until 1995.

Victoria: Computer work done by HIO and
testing by 12 co-ops for 33 different organisa-
tions. Farmer levy with UDV approval of
approximately $60.00 per farm ($550,000). No
direct Governinent support. Costs vary between
$10 and $12.

Queensland: Central Testing in Brisbane. Far-
mers responsible for sub sampling and gear
shifting. Testing sub samples from 939 herds
from the Atherton Tablelands (air freighted from
Caims) to South of Sydney for NSW clients.
Offering 12 month testing with computer for

=
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$7.80 (plus farmer contribution). Some Govern-
ment support. Proposed levy of $100 on all
farmers to raise $200,000.

CONSIDERATIONS:

The current position will change, especially with
the loss of the MMB to test HISCOL samples.
Therefore we must consider:

1. Isthere a need for a Statewide levy?

U Can we justify a levy on ALL farmers
whether testing or not?

U For what purpose should we use the levy
(herd testing &/or herd improvement)?

QO How big should the levy be?

U The levy would be part of a licence fee on
ALL dairy farmers.

HISCOL has proposed a levy to fully fund their
laboratory and based on their proposal tabled at
Central Council on 30.9.92 every dairy farm in
SA would pay around $400 to HISCOL to run
their laboratory (based on 66 cents per test).

2. What should we do with the current equipment?
O Where should the testing take place?
U Who should test the sub samples?
U Do we need a central testing laboratory?

Q How would a central testing centre be
financed?

1. MMB equipment be transferred or sold to
HISCOL who would operate a State Laboratory
service including a service for the independent
recorders within the State (it should be noted
that the independent groups are opposed to this
option).

2. Independeﬁt Statewide Central Testing Labora-
tory be set up with the present MMB equipment
with service offered for all groups.

O Set up in conjunction with processors to
increase throughput and efficiencies.
Accountable to industry through SAMH or
Policy Council.

U Laboratory for herd recording only.
Accountable to SADA or Policy Council.
Central Testing facilities in WA, Tas, Qld &
NZ (50,000 samples/day) SA laboratory
would test between 3-4,000 samples/day.
Location of laboratory important due to

freight availability i.e. main traffic routes or
in Adelaide. '










Ever wanted to compare your returns with
other dairyfarmers? Perhaps that’s easy if
production patterns are similar and there
aren’t too many complications like seasonal
incentives, volume charges,
tives etc.

For many South Australian dairyfarmers
Victorian payments have been a good refer-
ence or benchmark, although their companies
are more dependent on fluctuating export
incomes.

In New South Wales the situation is different
again. Although it is difficult to make
straight comparisions, the following price
information has been sent to us from our
sister organisation, the Dairyfarmers Asso-
ciation of NSW.

UNITED DAIRIES

Period Rate
August to January  Butterfat $2.70
Protein $3.45
February to July Butterfat -$3.95.
Protein $5.40
(No other payments or backpays)
NORCO . o
July/Aug, Mar-June Butterfat $2.20
Protein $4.25
Sept-February Butterfat $1.80
Protein $3.40

{(Farmers can also qLahlv for a quanti ty
benus, new mlP bonus. Components dif-
ferential price (ie unders and overs) applies.)

BEGA

July 92 Butterfat $2.68
Protein $4.33

Aug82-Jan93 Butterfat $2.55
Protein $3.89

Feb93-July93 Butterfat $2.74
Protein $4.61

quality incen--

3 NSW MANUFACTURING
PRICES
HOW DO WE COMPARE? §

(Plus quality payment 0.5 cents per litre, for
all milk with somatic cell count below-
350,000)

AUSTRALIAN CO-OPERATIVE
FOODS (ACF)

August to January  Butterfat $2.24
Protein $4.10
February to July Butterfat $2.74
Protein $5.67

(Volume factors apply. 0.03 cents per litre
per 0.1% fat over and under 3.9%. 0.12 cents
per litre per 0.1% protein over and under).

ACF’s manufacturing prices are 7% higher
than in 91-92 and are equivalent to an annual
average of 25.71 cents per litre for milk
averaging 3.9% butterfat and 3.1% protein.

How well do the South Australian processors
compare?

> The New South Wales payments are

around.” $6.00-$6.60 per. kg ‘butterfat
equivalent (25 to 27 cents per litre),

although $8.00. per kg butterfat equiva-
lent could be earned fTom Umted for part”
of the year.

> Dairy Vale and Farmers Union are cur-
rently paying $5.15 per kg butterfat
equivalent (around 21.6 cents per litre
plus retrospective payments and incen-
tives.

> Kraft currently estimates their payments,
including incentives, at over 25.21 cents
per litre.

So the big question is why are South
Australian dairyfarmers paid so much less
than their cousins in New South Wales?

REMEMBER, Z cents a
litre means an extra

5 million dollars a
year!




3AIRY INDUSTRY ACT 1992

IMPLEMENTATION
TIMET nBLE

JANUARY 1993

< Advertisement for applications
for Dairy Authority positions
(members) published.

% Request Department of Labour
to fix members’ fees.

4 Closing date for applications.

% Interview and select the
appointees.

FEBRUARY 1993

4 Submit recommendation on
Authority membership 10
Minister for consideration.

% Prepare in advance, Auth-
ority’s recommendations of
Farm Gate and other prices for
metropolitan milk production
areas (prices fixed by Metro-

politan Milk Supply Act to lapse
on prociamation of new Act).

< Convene the first meeting of the
Authority.

% Ratify and ?azette the above
prices {use of Acts Interpretation
Act appears necessary).

% Proclaim the new Act - the pre
published prices become law.
JANUARY TO END OF

JUNE 1993

% Prepare regulations concerning
the membership and objectives of
the Dairy Industry Consultative
Committee.

4 Appoint the committee.

% Arrange the ratification of all
existing licences (expiry date is
30/6/93

% Develop and refine the following
in liaison with industry.

% Codes of practice for dairy far-
mers, processors and vendors
(non statutory but will be con-
ditions attached to licences).

4 Statutory code of practice for raw
milk producers and vendors.

4 Farm gate price, wholesale and
recommended retail prices for
remainder of State. Price supple-
mentation to be included.

JULY 1993

% New iicences come into effect.

< Ministerial order on State farm
gate price(s) and price
supplementation
becomes effective. (e

NEW FARM SUPPORT
SCHEME STARTS
20 MARCH

A

The federal Government’s new
Farm Household Support
(FHS) scheme, which is to
replace the Household Support
component to Part C of the old
Rural Adjustment Scheme
(RAS), is to commence ope-
ration on 20 March.

‘‘Assistance under the scheme
will be provided in the form of
a loan at commercial rates up
to the level of the Job Search

Allowance,”” Mr Crean said. ‘‘It is
payable fortightly for up to two

years. If, however, the farmer
decides to leave the land within
two years, the first nine months of
the loan will be converted to a
grant,’’ he said.

Farmers wanting further details
about the new FHS scheme can
obtain an information package
from the COUNTRYLINK infor-
mation service by calling 008 026

222 toll-free during Eastern
States’ business hours. Details
are also available from the
Social Security Teleservice by
calling 13 2468 for the cost of a
local call.

The recent launch of new FHS
scheme forms part of a package
of rural adjustment measures
that Mr Crean announced last
September would be introduced
following a comprehensive
review of the Rural Adjustment
Scheme. Under new arrange-
ments, the RAS is now focused
mainly on providing subsidies
on the interest costs of a far-
mer’s commercial loans and
training grants to improve the
farm’s productivity and its long-
term sustainable profitability.
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COMBINED ADELAIDE
REGIONAL TRAINING INC.

506 Henley Beach Road, Fulham, SA, 5024 Ph: (08) 235 1166 Fax: { 08) 2351169

A GROUP TRAINING COMPANY

CERTIFICATE IN ON FARM PRACTICE

TRAINEES FOR HIRE

Training initiatives take
time and effort particu-
larly in difficult economic
times.

Times have changed and
many things need to be
looked at, re-assessed
and scrutinized so that
maximum benefit may be
achieved by all concer-
ned.

We believe an oppor-
tunity exists for a new
_approach to training that
will benefit your industry
in the tong term.

It will enable all members
of the dairy industry to be
involved in the training of
people with the necess-
ary skills that will be
required to cope with the
effective management of
~ future farm resources.

The proposal involves
Group Training Com-
panies becoming the
employers of on farm
trainees across the state

and feeding into the
course provider Glen
Aldridge. As the

Employer, Group Training

Companies will take the
responsibility for all
administration, e.g. wages,
workcover, superannuation,
schooling, etc., leaving in-
dustry to attend to the im-
portant issue of training.
Group Training Companies
can accommodate the smali-
ler players in the industry
who may not be able to

employ a trainee in their

own right but who in con-
junction with one or two
other farms can host a
trainee between them.

This is a very cost effective
method of employing
people and more impor-
tantly contributing to the
Train Australia policy. This
method of employment will
enable you to have staff
one or two days per week
or have staff at peak times.
The net result is a more
flexible work force.

Trainees would be leased
to host employers at an
hourly rate and hire charge
is an inclusive cost, there
are no extra fees  or
charges, you only pay for
productive hours. Currently

a 15 year old first year
trainee would cost $5.13
per hour.

Group Training Com-
panies can also assist
with initiating rotation of-
trainees from area to
area. This would be done
in consultation with in-
dustry and would provide
the opportunity for
trainees to experience
different farming methods
and to see how different
practices occur in dif-
ferent parts of the state.

We believe this is an in-
novative approach to
training. With your sup-
port you can help create

an environment that will
lead to increased produc-

tivity with better skilled
and productive trainees,
and, at the same time,
holding them within the
rural environment. Our
employment agency may
also provide a benefit to
your community.

Interested?
Phone Colin Harvey

(08) 235 1166

-
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Travel! | LSAM

Learn!

( ‘ @ ﬁ [‘; Make New Friends!

SADA SEEKS :
AP study tour to New Zealand, you address SADA meetings.
PLICATIONS FOR are invited to send a written

o Applications close on 19 March
g‘ng%(E{%‘SED application to SADA. 1993, The winner will be
""" Applicants should provide basic notified personally and

The 1993 ADFF Study Tour to  data on their farming operation announced publicly in the April
New Zealand will take place and include a one page statement  edition of the Journal.
durig th fist iwo wecksof - (moximum) of e Fesons 06T plea ear n min ht e

' " spouse accompanying the
1f you are interested in an One of the conditions of the Tour  successful applicant will be
expenses paid (airfare/ is that participants write a report required to pay their own
accommodation/most meals) about the tour and are willing to expenses.

REAL VALUE FOR MONEY!!

vwHIGH NUTRITIONAL VALUE
(Only one with a growth enhancer)

wEARLIER WEANING
(Better rumen Development)

vt ECONOMIC - SAVE MONEY!!!

vt CONSISTENCY - 35 YEARS OF SCIENTIFIC
FIELLD AND LABORIATORY EVALUATION

\

SAMPLE PACK IF YOU CALL US
;@@ AND MENTION THIS AD.

Distributed by:
PETER GAY’S AGENCIES _
LOT 1 HENSCHKE STREET PH: (08) 262 8422
DRY CREEK SA 5094 FAX: (08) 262 8440
L14



heaven.

Children are living jewels dropped unsustained from

CONGRATULATIONS to Helen and Stephen Treloar

(Meningie) on the birth of Casey on 8th February 1993.
Casey weighed 91b 20z.

Mother and daughter are doing well. As for the father...?
All at SADA wish the Treloar family well.

It’s a éirl!

PASSING

BRICKS

An English company, Alstar
Engineering, has attacked the
growing problem of farm
waste by inventing a product
which will utilise effluent slur-
ries from piggeries and poultry

e
AVt
runs. They have devised a
way of drying the mess and
forming it into a brick shape
~which can be used in organic
gardening or - wait for it -
fire briquettes. The product

- might be more manageable

but it’s unlikely if its down-
wind potential will be redu-
ced. It may be better to put
our genetic engineering
experts onto the job and
devise an animal with a :
square chute on the rear,
which will provide a nifty
value adding enterprise with-

out the middle man.
"Goyder's Line” Stock Journal 24
December 1992

TRANSACTION

The Minister of Primary In-
dustries and Energy, Simon
Crean, has announced 4
further reduction in the cat-
tle transaction levy, result-
ing in an extra $10 million
per year in producers’ pock-
ets.

Mr Crean said the levy
would fall to $4.00 for cat-
tle and 86 cents for bobby
calves, from 1 March this
year. ‘‘The levy rate on
cattle has fallen by a total of
36 percent since November
1991 - when I announced a
drop in the levy from $6.25
to $5.00"’

““I’ve pushed to get the levy

rates down as low as possible
to help cash-strapped farmers
and to ensure the cattle indus-
try is not burdened with un-
necessary costs.

‘“These reduced costs on the
industry are particularly im-
portant now, at a time when
the industry will be undertak-
ing herd rebuilding in many
parts of the country.”

Mr Crean said the announce-
ment was partly generated by
decisions at the recent Austra-

lian Meat and Live-Stock Cor-

poration (AMLC) and Meat
Research Corporation (MRC)
annual general meetings to
reduce levy rates, as a result of

over-collections over the
past year because of high -
cattle turnoff rates.

‘*Also, the Brucellosis and
Tuberculosis Eradication
Campaign (BTEC) has
moved into its monitoring
phase making it possible to
reduce the levy to $4.00,”
the Minister said.

REDUCED LEVY RATES
Old Rate Rate from
1.3.93
Cattle $5.00/hd $4.00/hd
Bobby
Caives $1.01/hd $0.86/hd
Beef

Prod’'n 2.43c/kg 2.38c/kg
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South Australia
New South Wales
Victoria
Queensland
Western Australia
Tasmania

Total

L ,

1991/92 1992/93
MILK PRODUCTION (million litres)

South Australia 40.5 45.2
} (191.9) (212.6)

New South Wales 76.8 90.0
(378.4) (422.7)

Victoria 548.5 583.4
(1,950.8) (2,141.2)

Queensliand 50.7 594
(255.7) (265.9)

Western Australia 25.6 26.5
‘ (134.7) (142.4)

Tasmania 52.1 55.3
(154.7) (166.7)

Total 794.2 859.8
(3,066.2) (3,381.5)

MARKET MILK SALES (million litres)

(....) = YEAR-TO-DATE

% VARIANCE
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13.3 13.5
(65.4) (66.5)
48.4 48.8
(249.1) (251.1)
37.1 36.2
(188.9) (187.5)
27.8 28.0
(142.1) (145.1)
14.1 14.5
(72.0) (71.5)
4.1 4.2
(20.9) (21.2)
145.0 145.2
(738.3) (742.9)
| SOURCE:

ADC DAIRYSTATS |
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RAW MILK QUALITY:

MILK QUALITY IMPROVEMENT

IN THE UNITED STATES

David Barbano

Department of Food Science, Cornell University, USA

INTRODUCTION:
HISTORICAL
PERSPECTIVE

In 1938, milkbome outbreaks caused
25% of all disease outbreaks due to
infected foods and contaminated water
(US Pasteurized Milk Ordinance). With
the development of new production,
harvesting, and processing technologies
and improved analytical testing methods,
the safety information reveals that milk
and fluid milk products continue to be
associated with less than one per cent of
reported outbreaks (US Pasteurized Milk
Ordinance).

Many factors have caused milk quality
to change in the United States. Some, if
not all, of these factors are important in
other countries. Some factors have im-
proved milk quality, while others have
not. However, total milk quality has
improved. Some of the important factors
that-have caused changes in milk quality
are: defined regulatory requirements for
sanitation, machine miiking, pipeline
systems, better quality of hard metal
surfaces, better cleaning and sanitation
material, more rapid cooling of milk,
longer times of holding raw milk, gene-
tic selection, feeding management for
higher milk production per cow, impro-
ved milk quality testing methods, better
farm management to prevent mastitis,
change in the average age of cows in the
milking herd, and more timely reporting
of milk quality test results to producers.
However, a very important change in the

United States that has helped improve
milk quality was the initiation of pre-
mium payments to producers with higher
milk quality.

Most milk quality problems that ori-
ginate at the farm cannot be erased by
further processing. The fundamental
cause of many of these quality problems
will continue to act even after the milk
has been processed and converted into a
finished dairy product. Therefore, raw
milk quality programs are the foundation
upon which new, high quality long
shelf-life dairy products will be develo-
ped, produced, and marketed.

UNITED STATES MILK
QUALITY PROGRAM
PRE-1975

Prior to 1975, there were few if any
premium payment schemes that rewar-
ded farmers for producing milk with low
bacteria’ count, low somatic cell count,
or other desirable milk quality charac-
teristics. At best, the public health
requirements of the United States Public
Health Service/Food and Drug Administ-
ration were the quality program. The
first version of the Grade '*A’ Pasteur-
ized Milk Ordinance (PMO) defined the
minimal milk quality requirements for
fluid milk products. Grade “'B”" milk
was used for cheese manufacturing. The
purpose of the Pasteurized Milk
Ordinance is to help provide for a ready
availability and the safety of milk and
milk products in the United States.

In 1965, the public health requirement

for milk temperature at the time of pick
up was <100C. In 1978, the requirement
was changed to <70C in less than 2
hours for the first milking placed in a
bulk tank with a peak temperature of
<100C on subsequent milkings. This
requirement has not changed since 1978.
In 1965, the bacteria count standards for
raw milk by standard plate count were
<100,000 per ml for producer milk
samples and <300,000 per ml for co-
mingled milks. This has remained un-
changed.

In the area of antibiotic contamination
of milk, there have been changes as the
use of antibiotics has changed and as
the analytical testing methods have
changed. In 1965, the requirement was
for <.05 IU/ml by the Bacillus subtilis
disk assay. In 1978, the requirement was
no zone with Bacillus subtilis disk
assay. In 1985, the requirement was
changed to no zone >16émm with the
Bacillus stearothermophilus disk assay.
As the types of antibiotics change and
the analytical methods change, there
will continue to be changes in the
requirements for demonstration that
milk does not contain antibiotics.

Mastitis and the presence of abnormal
milk in the milk supply was mentioned
in the 1965 PMO. The recommendation
was that the farmer should discard
abnormal milk. However, there was no
specific guidelines to define abnormal
milk and very little use of analytical
methods for determination of milk
somatic cell count.
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UNITED STATES MILK
QUALITY PROGRAM
POST - 1975

There have been two components of
change that occumred after 1975 that
have had an impact on milk quality. One
has been small changes in the require-
ments for raw milk quality in the PMO
and the other has been the development
of milk quality premium payment
schemes by private processors” and co-
operatives. As mentioned above, the
requirements for absence of antibiotics
in milk changed, based on changes in
analytical testing methods

for detection of antibiotics.

not part of the officially regulated pay-
ment scheme in most of the United
States. In most areas, there are protein
premium payments made to producers by
cheese makers when the protein content
of their milk is higher than the market
average.

Milk quality payment programs usually
have requirements for maximum stan-
dard plate count, added water, antibiotic,
and somatic cell count. Individual pro-
cessors may have different combinations
of criteria based on their needs. Some
may have criteria for sediment, acid
degree value, Pl counts, psychrotrophic

meet the bacteria, antibiotic, and added
water criteria and have a somatic cell
count <500,000 cells/ml to receive 2
milk quality incentive payment (Table
1). The differentiation in payment level
is based on somatic cell count. Some
programs, usually within co-operatives,
have negatives for high somatic “cell
count as shown in Table 1. If the
producer meets the quality payment
criteria, then he is eligible to receive a
protein bonus for protein content of milk
that is above the market average.

RESULTS OF MILK
QUALITY PROGRAMS

In 1978, the PMO initiated
a numerical limit for soma-
tic cell count that requires

TABLE 1

Example of a Payment Incentive Program

Like any competitive pri-
vate program, processors
are reluctant to provide
financial reports of the

raw producer milk to be
<1,500,000 somatic cells/
ml. In the 1985 revision of
the PMO, the level for
producer milk was reduced

Producer must meet following criteria to qualify:
Bacteria Count
Antibiotics
Added Water

<25,000/mL
Negative
<-0.535H

results of their milk quality
payment incentive programs
to the public. However,
several observations would
indicate that the programs

to <1,000,000 cells/mL. In
1993 the PMO will require

After qualification, payment based on somatic cell count:

have been successful and
that milk quality premium
payments are of benefit to
the processors.

Does a premium payment
incentive have an impact on

a somatic cell count of | <100,000 +§0.35/100 pounds of milk
<750,000 cells/mL for pro- 100,000 - 200,000 +$0.28/100 pounds of milk
ducer milk. The PMO pro- | 200,000 - 300,000 +$0.14/100 pounds of milk
vides a mechanism for | 400,000 - 500,000 +$0.07/100 pounds of milk
exclusion of the worst qua- | 900,000 - 600,000 +§0.00/100 pounds of milk
lity milk and enforces ,
requirements for produc- | 600,000 - 700,000 -50.07/100 pounds of milk
tion practices, equipment, | /00,000 -800,000 -$0.14/100 pounds of milk
and facilities at the farm to 900,000 - 1,000,000 -$0.28/100 pounds of milk
protect public health. The | >1,000,000 -$0.35/100 pounds of milk

somatic cell count? Data
presented by James Geyer
of Wisconsin Dairies at the
1990 annual meeting of the
National Mastitis Council

PMO was never intended
as a milk quality program.

Base price @ 3.5% fat: $12.00 - $13.00/100 pounds

provides an excellent exam-
ple of how a program has

This is particularly true
today as the processing in-
dustry views raw milk as a raw material
with quality specifications required for
production of the best quality dairy
products. 5

About 1975, the first processor and
co-operative based premium payment
programs for high quality milk began to
appear in -the United States. These
programs have been the key to improve-
ment in raw milk quality in the United
States. Quality payments are made in
addition to the regular payment that a
farmer receives based on weight of milk
and its fat content. Protein payment is

bacteria counts, etc. Because the pay-
ments for protein in most areas of the
United States are not regulated, many
processors have made a linkage between
the milk quality premium payments and
the protein premium payments. For
example, the producer must meet certam
milk quality requirements before ke cam
receive any payment for milk comtent
that is above the market average. Thus,
satisfaction of the milk quality require-
ments becomes even more important to
the producer. An example of a simple
milk quality payment incentive program
is shown in Table 1. The producer must

been a success for a large
co-operative (Geyer, 1990).
The change in somatic cell counts from
1978 to 1989 in this co-operative is
shown in Figure 1. They have achieved
about a 50% reduction in somatic cell
count for the full co-operative and the
percentage of patrons in the co-operative
that have qualified for quality payments
has increased from about 35% in 1978 to
nearly. 90% in 1989 (Figure2). This is a
clear demonstration that milk quality has
improved. In addition, by reducing
somatic cell count these producers will
achieve higher milk productivity . per
cow.
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There are a number of coun-
teracting influences at work
in world dairy markets at
present which are clouding
the emergence of clear price
trends in coming months.
On the positive side for
Australian exporters:

O demand in major Asian
markets remains rela-
tively firm. These
economies are also
experiencing stronger
rates of growth than
most developed econo-
mies '

Indicative Export Prices Movements - Butter & SMP

O EC government stocks

are at manageable
levels, and several fore-
casters expect them to
fall further in 1993.

the prospects for a
further cut in EC milk
uotas appear brighter
than six months ago.

international demand
for cheese remains firm,
and

there will be a positive
flow-on to export prices
from the expiry of cur-
rent EC refund prefixa-
tions in the first half of
1993.

However, in virtually
every product market
there are some counter-
balancing factors which
suggest markets and
prices are delicately
balanced.

Separate to the dairy
fundamentals, currency
fluctuations are likely to
play an important role in
price outcomes in 1993.

US$h
1,900 1
1,800 1
SVP
1,700 A
1,600+
1,500 1
1,4(1)“———\‘_\”___/\\\———
1,300 Butter
1,200
> Q N ..; "ca E. > ’E-; _: o a "G > &}
2 8 2 &£ = < 5 3 ° 2 & o 2 4
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New Dairy

Today’s food marketers know
that consumers of the 90’s are
more health conscious than ever.

Food purchasing habits are
changing constantly as new in-
formation on food, medical,
nutritional and environmental
issues is perceived as important.
Also, convenience is paramount
in households across the nation,
urban and rural alike. Successful
tood marketers, notably those in
the dairy industry, are meeting
consumer demands for appeal-
ing, nutritious foods by identify-
ing niches and creating new
products to satisfy a variety of
changing tastes and lifestyles.

now producing products for spe-
cial groups, such as lactose in-
tolerant folks who cannot easily
digest milk sugar. This problem
occurs when the small intestine
is deficient in the enzyme, lac-
tase.

More than 50 million Ameri-

- Several dairy manufacturers are -

REPORT

Foods
Meerl Consumer
Demands

cans, one in five, suffer from
lactose intolerance. The condition
may develop as children grow
older and is especially prevalent
in Hispanic, African American
and Native American populations.
Previously, lactose-intolerant
people had to use lactase addi-
tives, drink special nondairy milks
or avoid dairy products.

Two Lactose-reduced Milks...

Farmland Dairies, Wallington,
N.J. developed two lactose-redu-
ced milks, easylac lowfat (1 per-
cent milkfat) and easylac nonfat
milk. Both contain 80 percent less
lactose than their regular, lowfat
and nonfat counterparts.

In their ‘‘Easy 2%,’” Dean Foods,
Franklin park, ill., adds a lactase
enzyme that breaks down 70 per-
cent of the lactose into simply
sugars for easier digestion.

Both brands taste slightly sweeter
than regular milk but have no
extra calories.

Mayfield Farms, a Dean Foods
division in Athens Tenn., has
introduced ‘‘Nu Tnsh Ra/B”

whole milk fortified with acido-
philus and bifidus, bacteria that
aid in digestion. Older people, in
particular, have little of these
bacteria in their systems. Nu
Trish R a/B is suitable for people
of all ages, including children.

“Finding the underserved markets
is important in milk processing,’’
says Marc Goldman, president of
Farmland Dairies and third-gener-
ation owner of the 77 year old
family business.

In as much as ethnic groups are
showing an increasing demand of
specialty dairy products, Farm-
land created a kosher milk called
““Goldman’s Select.”” Processing
conforms to strict dietary guide-
lines maintained by conservative
orthodox and Hasidic Jews.

Goldman also found a special
niche in the booming multibillion-
dollar weight loss food product
market. Farmland now produces
refrigerated, ready-to-drink,
skim-milk-based Ultra Slim Fast
for Slim Fast Foods Company.

The drinks are conveniently pack-
aged in one and two-serving (12
ounces per serving) cartons. Fla-
vours are chocolate royale, french
vanilla and strawberry supreme.

Previously, users of Ultra Slim
Fast drinks had to mix powder
with milk or water, or use the
company’s canned skim milk
powder-based drink which doesn’t
require refrigeration until just
before use. (The powder and can-
ned products are still on the
market.)

Additionally, until 1990, dieters
could only dream of skim milk
that actually looked and tasted
like whole milk. Farmland also
came out with Skim Plus, a fat-
free, cholesterol-free, real milk. It
contains only 100 calories per
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8-ounce serving. With the addition
of nonfat milk solids, it boasts 24
percent more protein and 12 per-
cent more calcium than whole
milk.

Dean Foods competes in the mar-
ket place with ‘‘Extra Lean’’ non-
fat milk

Country Lake Foods, a division of
Land O’Lakes, Minneapolis, intro-
duced low-cal, hi-protein ‘‘Tasty,
Light and Creamy’' (TLC). The
TLC line comes in 1 percent,
nonfat and 1 percent chocolate
milk (with no sugar).

Dairy products have made their
way to the refrigerated juice sec-
tion of the supermarket. Marigold
Foods, Minneapolis, just came out
with a unique, new drinkable
yogurt and juice blend called
““YO-J7 with the Kemps label.

The innovation captured honors as
the 1992 New Beverage of the
Year in the Gorman New Product
Watch. Flavours include apple,
orange, peach and strawberry, the
former two being the most popular
juices and the latter two the most
popular yogurts.

Linda L. Leake

Duiry
Farmers
Need
Relief
Milkers

Want an interesting job with
variety and some travel? Like to
work with people and cows? Want
to provide a real service to the
dairy industry, especially dairy

The Cows
Talked
This
Summer

“If cows could talk,”” wrote W.
D. Hoard, ‘‘they’d. call for an
improved breed of dairymen.”
Well, the cows did talk this sum-
mer. In a subtle way, they asked
for better dairymen or, at least,
dairymen who listen closely to
what they have to say.

Cows averaged 65 pounds more
milk in July in USDA’s 21 repor-
ted states than they did a year ago.
That’s more than a 2-pound-a-day
improvement ... and unheard of
5.2 percent jump from last year.

What was going on? First, cows
suffered much less heat stress than
normal because of the unseason-
ably cool weather across much of
the country. Wisconsin had only a
couple of days of 90¢ weather this
summer. A Des Moines, Ia., radio
station reported 35 days with a
low of 50% or less this summer,

compared to only three or four
such days normally.

The first cutting of hay also was
a factor. While the yields were
not great, most people got their
first crop in on time and with-
out rain. The result was that
excellent hay and hay silage
were fed starting in early June.

It is impossible to know how
much the cool weather contri-
buted to higher production and
how much we owe to better
forage. But, it is certain that the
cows talked to us this summer
... just as surely as if they had
left a note in the milk room.

Their simple, but vivid message
was that cows respond to good
conditions and good feed. We
can’t order cooler, summer
weather, but we can make the
cows as comfortable as pos-
sible. We won’t always have
such agreeable haying weather
as we had in June, but we can
hustle to get hay up on time,
test it and feed accordingly.

The things that boosted milk
this summer were not just ‘‘acts
of nature.”” They were signs
that the cows do talk to us, and
we should listen ... and hear.

7"Hoards Dairyman”
111092

farm families? How about relief
milking?

The dairy business is in great need
of some conscientious people to
take over for dairy farm families.
Unrelenting milking and feeding
schedules make dairying hard on
people physically, mentally and
emotionally.

Every relief milking service we’ve
heard of is swamped with work.
One Wisconsin service has five
employees and isn’t taking on.new
customers. In the middle Atlantic
area, the need is so great that
Dieter Krieg, publisher of Farm-
shine newspaper, lists relief mil-

kers in some issues as a service
to his dairy-farmer readers.

Most people can get someone to
take over when they have to be
gone for a day or two. But,
many would rather pay
someone, rather than have to
impose on a friend or relative
for a helping hand.

This dairy business, this
demanding business, needs
relief. And we believe that this
represents great opportunity for
the right people.
"Hoards Dairyman”
25.10.92
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A city bloke went to visit his mate who had a
dairy farm.

When he arrived there was no-one at the
house, so off he went to find his friend.

As he neared the dairy he saw his friend
with a bunch of cows. The city bloke couldn’t
believe his eyes as he

watched the farmer
walk behind a

cow, lift its tail and
kiss it on the bum.

"Bloody Hell” says the <
bloke. "What you do that for?”

"Chapped lips,” says the farmer.

"Chapped lips?' says the city bloke. "And
kissing a cow’s bum is some old bush
remedy, eh? That'll cure em, will it?”

"Nope,” said the farmer, "but it stops me
lickin’ em.”

Why not

favourite
joke?

"I notice you brought your work home

send in your

again!”

(A fencing contractor was quoting on a
for a local dairy farmer.

"How much fence do you reckon you can
upin a day?” asked the farmer.

*Qh ’bout a mile” saiq the contractor.

it took him two days to walk back.”

"Not good enough,” said the farmer. "Last
Lfeller | had put up so much fence in one day

job)

put

"What makes you think I've been
playing with the ear tagger?”

J

DIETS are
for people
who are
thick and
trired of it/




INFERTILITY IN
REPEAT BREEDER
COWS

Thank_ you...

to all farmers who have submitted No more reproductive tracts are
material for this project. being collected. However, it may

Il Il'll
“||II "l

The laboratory investigations are still be possible to include a few
currently under way. These are more if you let me know as soon as
being done in batches so results possible by phone. '
will probably not be available until Douglas Wilson
later this year. (08) 398 2855

== WANTED TO BUY 2=

Very Old Paintings by Margret Preston M..P., Will Ashton, Albert Namatijira, H.

Septimus Power, Jeff Smart, Horace Trenerry and other nice old paintings. Any
considered. Ph: (08) 271 6842

‘ ” E‘Ioagﬁ Times on the _‘Farm....E “ .

The rural recession really started long Celsius, and we never got over 4%, no
ago. The rural recession Ras been

explained in simple terms by an old wom{e”r me bloody wheat wouldn't
time farmer: grow.

“It all started back in ‘66 when they  “Then they changed acres to hectares,
changed from pounds to dollars -that and I ended up with only half the land G

doubled me bloody overdraft.” I fhad.”

“Then they bought in Kilograms instead "By this time I'd had enough and

of pounds - me bloody wool clip decided to sell out. I put the property
dropped by half.” in the agent’s hands and they changed
“QAfter that, they changed rain to miles to Kilometres.

millimetres and we haven'’t had an inch  “Now I'm too far out of

of rain since.”’ town for anyone to buy

“If it wasn't enough they bought in the p(ace. i

L 25.
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Agriculture

Four farm women in Ontario,
Canada, are telling agricul-
ture’s story through the back
door, so to speak. They created
a board game called AGRI-
VENTURE. People play it just
for fun, but by the time they’ve
finished they may have a better
idea of what makes farmers
tick.

The women are also slipping an
agricultural message into ele-
mentary schools via an educa-
tional-resource package. Its
name, FA.RM.-K.I.T., stands
for ‘“‘Fascinating Agricultural
Resources and Machinery -
Kids in Touch.”” Since the
women introduced it in 1989, it

boards across Canada and the
US.

““We don’t aim to teach people
how to farmers,”’ says Vema
Loewith, one of the partners in
the project. ‘‘Rather, our pur-
pose is to use agriculture to
teach skills, or, to simply have
fun. If in the process, users
develop an understanding of
farming practices and a respect
for the farming business, the
we've really accomplished
what we’ve set out to do.”’

Loewith and her business part-
ners, Doris Popper, Jinnie Wili-
son, and Eleanor Wood, were
especially aware of the need for
farmers to develop a better
rapport with their urban neigh-
bours. They live in the Hamil-
ton-Wentworth area of ‘south-
western Ontario. It's part of

has been purchased by school -

THE GAME
OF FARMING

A new board garne
scores points for

a0
5

Ontario’s “*Goldern Triangle”’,
where urban development sur-
rounds prime agricultural land,

The ‘‘board’’ for the AGRIVEN-
TURE game is a picture of a
tractor, silk-screened onto a piece
of cotton twill. Players move
along 100 colour-coded squares,
25 for each season.

Players choose cards from one of
four piles, one for each season,
and move forward by carrying out
the activity or answering the ques-
tion presented.

Players may be asked to name
three vegetables that start with a
““¢”’. Or they may be told they
didn’t pay their bills and have to
go back so many spaces.

Some cards pose dilemmas for the
players. ‘It is time to bale hay,”
says one card, ‘‘but your neigh-
bour has asked you to go the
baseball game.’’ Each player then
decides what he or she will do and
rolls the dice.

‘‘Everyone must make his or her
own decisions,”” Loewith says.
‘“The game makes no judg-
ments’’,

However, the pgame’s Agri-
vation’’ cards throw a wrench into
a player’s progress. The ultimate
‘‘Agri-vation card is the bankrupt
card. The player who turns up this
card loses all of his or her points,
but, as in real life, must still finish
the game.

The game stimulates discussion
and gets the message of agricul-
ture across, say the farm women.

In schools. Meanwhile, the
women’s F.A.RM.-K.L.T. is
exposing elementary school
children to agricuiture while
teaching educational skills.

FARM.-K.LT. is a collection
of 13 model farm implements,
along with activity cards, a
picture dictionary, machinery
booklet, and a teacher’s
manual.

One-sixteenth-scale models
were chosen because they had
moving parts and were large
enough to manipulate. They in-
clude implements for tilling,
planting, and harvesting.

The children learn how to clas-
sify in one exercise. The acti-
vity card reads: ‘‘Line up the
equipment. Sort the machines
into small, medium and large.”’

Then there’s experimentation:
“Does a gravity wagon full of
popped comn weigh the same as
a gravity wagon full of unpop-
ped corn?”’

In another exercise, the chil-
dren leamn language skills by
pretending they are one of their
favourite machines and making
up a story about it.

The women say they’re pleased
for "any part their efforts are
playing in helping children to
learn, But they take special
pride in knowing that they're
getting agriculture out in front
of people.

‘““Every once in awhile,
someone comes up to use and
says: ‘‘Thank you for what
you’re doing for agriculture,”
Loewith says. ‘‘Thats what
keeps us going.”

June Flath
Furrow” No. 7 1992

For more information contact:
Vema Loewith,

R.R.2, Lynden,

Ontario LOR 1TO
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WHAT
CLAIMS DO
LABELS
MAKE?

Seeing a ‘‘cholesterol-free’’
sticker on a banana or an
avocado makes me laugh. If it
doesn’t tickle your funny bone,
it’s probably because you don’t
know it’s impossible for a fruit
or vegetable to contain
cholesterol. And do you know
cholesterol-free foods are often
high in fat? A recent study found
that 70% of consumers
mistakenly believe foods with a
“‘no cholesterol’’ claim, in
general, contain less fat.

Eat half a small avocado, for
instance, and you’re ingesting 3
1/2 teaspoons of fat. However,
most of it is the currently
favoured monounsaturated type.
Sure, frozen french fries are
cholesterol-free, but just twenty
contain the equivalent of 2
teaspoons of oil. Potato chips
are another example of
<holesterol-free food. Yet
everyone knows they're
deep-fried. Most vegetable oils
on the market today wear labels_
touting their cholesterol-free
status. Still oils are 100% fat!

Most people think the word
“‘light’’ -sometimes spelled
‘‘lite’” - on a label means the
food has fewer calories or less
fat. It could mean that. But it
could also mean that the food is
reduced in sugar or salt, or it has
a lighter texture, colour or taste.
There’s only one way to know
why a food is labelled ‘‘light”’,
Put on your glasses and read
past the eye-catching claims in
big letters. Read the small type
on the label for an ‘‘en-
light-ening’’ lesson.

LET'S
CHEW THE
FAT!

Do you remember, some years
ago, being told it was healthy to
increase your consumption of
polyunsaturated fat? Well, we
health professionals now know
that was not very sound advice.

Today some advocate monounsa-
turated fats as the healthiest.

Saturates versus monounsaturates
versus polyunsaturates. Animal fat
versus vegetable fat.

The problem is that we don’t have
the whole picture. We do know fat
is an essential nutrient, and the
more scientists study it the more
they realize its complexity. The
situation is even further
complicated by the fact that a
given food can contain several
types of fat and that different
people react differently to the
same fat,

Fortunately, we have come to a
point where we can identify a
major accessory: excess. When fat
is eaten in moderation, regardless
of its origin, it isn’t a danger to
your health.

TEENAGERS’
NUTRITION

Anyone who knows teenagers
knows they have a special
relationship with the fridge. At
any time of the day or night,
you’re likely to find the family
adolescent standing in front of
the open fridge asking,
‘“What’s there to eat?’’ No,
their behavior is not motivated
by a need to drive their parents
crazy. Actually it’s a response -
to a growth spurt that is nearly
as intense as when they were
first born.

During adolescence, 45% of
your skeletal mass forms. To
feed this growth alone, your
body needs great quantities of
calcium, vitamin D,
phosphorous and iron.
Paradoxically, teenagers are big
consumers of snack foods, fast
foods and soft drinks. Foods
that, for the most part, are rich
in sugar and fat, and poor in
nutrients.

A poll on American
adolescents’ eating habits found
that two of every ten boys, and
four of every ten girls
questioned had not drunk any
mitk on the day of the survey,
even though most of the girls
were found to be very weight
conscience,

Tell the kids a glass of low-fat
approx. 2% fat) milk (128
calories) or a glass of fruit juice
(123 calories) has fewer
calories than a can of cola (151
calories). Plus with its 15
essential nutrients, calorie.for
calorie, milk is the most
nutritious choice. As for diet
colas, well, their nutritive value
equals their calories. Good
luck! I know what it’s like to
reason with a teenager!

Sheila Murphy, Dietitian
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Production in 1992-93 will be
close to a record level of pro-
duction in Australia with about
7,200 million litres expected.
The record was set in 1970-71
when 7,245 million litres were
produced. In this 22 year period
the number of farmers in Aus-
tralia has dropped from about
44,000 down to less than
15,000, Cow numbers have
dropped from 2.6 million to
about 1.6 million. Obviously,
from these figures there has

been substantial productivity gains
in the Australian dairy industry.

The near record production in this
current year has coincided with
relatively buoyant prices on both
domestic and world markets. It
has also been fortuitous that the
Australian dollar has seen a sub-
stantial weakening since the Com-
panies announced their opening
prices for the year.

The higher than expected level of
production this year has forced the

PROSPECTS FOR THE
INDUSTRY IN 1993/1994

ADC to review its market sup-
port rates for the remainder of
this year. Support payments
were dropped by 13.7% effec-
tive 1Ist March, 1993. This
means that the market support
payments now achieve only
about 15% support above world
prices when the theoretical
maximum level of support
above world prices provided for

Continued over.. J
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PROSPECTS FOR THE
INDUSTRY IN 1993/1994

..... Continued

this year is 22%. It is clear the
maximum support rates con-
tained within the legislation
will not be a factor in setting
support rates in 93-94 or pro-
bably for any year to the end of
the current arrangements.

The lower support rates should
not have an impact this year as
most of the Australian produc-
tion has already been forward
sold. However, it does point to
the circumstances which will be
‘critical for the start of the
93-94 season.

World market prices for butter
and butteroil are at GATT mini-
mum and are likely to stay at
thdt level for the foreseeable
future due to the oversupply of
butter in particularly the EC
(European Community) plus the
lack of buying from the major
market for butter, ie. the CIS
countries (formerly USSR).
New Zealand will also have
substantial stocks of butter at
the end of this year if the CIS
does not re-enter the market for
butter.

Australia too will likely end up
this season with butter stocks in
order of 70% up on closing
stocks last year. With another
year of production at about the
7 billion litres mark, it is quite
likely Australia could have
glosing stock at the end of
1993-94 equivalent to almost a
full years domestic consump-
tion.

As has been the case in the
past, the levels of butter stocks
could have a depressing impact
on prices. However, butter
prices would have to fall below
GATT minimum or the GATT
minimum would have to be

lowered (or suspended) to make a
real impact.

The good news is that it is likely
Australia will be able to end this
year and 1993-94 with no signifi-
cant change in stocks of powder
cheese, and casein.

There is every probability that
world market prices for the pow-
ders, cheese and casein will
remain relatively stable for 1993-
94. However, the EC is, as
always, a critical element in this
equation.

I do not expect EC production to
rise over the next year. Even
though the EC have not imple-
mented the 1% cut in quota for
this year - they have reached
agreement with Spain and Italy to
produce within their quotas. This
should mean total EC production
will remain stable and could con-
ceivably drop slightly in 1993-94.
The possible problem with this
scenario is that the EC could
manipulate the SMP market to
depress world prices by diverting
SMP from the calf feed market.
The EC did do a little of this
earlier this year which led to a
slight reduction in the SMP price
on world markets. However, it is
unlikely the EC will do too much
to increase export subsidies
because of their own budgetary
problems.

In January the USA announced an
escalation in the Dairy Export
Incentive Programme (DEIP) to
include sales to countries like
Indonesia. The DEIP can have a
depressing impact on world prices.
However, they have often in the
past, been unable to fill all DEIP
opportunities and it is likely this
trend will continue. While DEIP
could be a problem, it is my view

that it will not have any major
detrimental- impact on world
prices.

One of the biggest unknowns in
looking to the next 18 months is
what the A$ will be worth
against the US$. During 1992
and A$ hit a high of 76 cents
and a low of 69 cents. Since the
beginning of this season the
dollar has dropped from 7§
cents to current levels of about
70 cents -about 7% devaluation.
This has helped exporters im-
prove their retums for this year
as virtually all export contracts
are written in USS$.

There will also continue to be a
degree of uncertainty about a
conclusion to the GATT trade
talks. It is now looking like the
earliest conclusion to the GATT
round will be 12 to 15 months
away. If this is the case, the
earliest possibility for imple-
mentation of any agreement
would be January 1st, 1995.

The EC and the USA agreed to
most of the elements of the
Dunkel text for agriculture last
November. If this sticks, the
long term outlook for Austra-
lian dairy is relatively good.
However, if this agreement is
opened up for new negotiation,
it is difficult to predict what
would happen. The good thing
is both the EC and the USA
have budgetary problems which
should provide sufficient incen-
tive for neither of them to
initiate any escalation in agri-
cultural export subsidies.

Taking all of the above into
account, it is most unlikely that
1993-94 will be equivalent to
this year. On the positive side,
there is little prospect of a -
substantial (ie. greater than
15%) reduction in world prices
in 93-94.
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New AD/IC
Appointee

Mr Peter Galagrer, & senior
official of the LDepariment of
Forefgn Afiairs and 7rsce, fas
veen appointed Chiref Execu-
e Officer of lthe Australian
Darry Industry Counci! (ADIC),
e dairy inaustry's policy
councy.

Peter Gallagher has been oné
of Australia’s chief negotialors
m the GATT with wenty years
Experience i Auskralian Fore-
lgn Allairs and Trade Depart-
ments. Formerly the Dgpuly
Head of the Australia Mission
o the European Communities
mn Brussels, he was respon-
sile for GATT Uruguay Round
negonanons on Services and
Markel Access.

Announcing the aopoimimernt,
Charrinan of the ADIC, Mr FPat
Howley, said the Austalian
aaliry Inaustry was inler-
nationally very compelitive. /t
recognised that its uture
growth would, fo & /arge
exrent, depend on securing e
vest possible terms of access
o export markels Ihat were
olten highly reguiated and pro-
rected. Pelter Galaghers corn-
sigerable experience mn miler-
nanonal trace and commodily
poliey would assist the Courncl/
achireve s growih.

Energy Efficiency

The DRDC has found ways for
TENUECIUrers 1o save 15% or
helir enemgy Dils i1 ihe shorr
rerm.:

7 /nstalling enerqy monitors on
equpment which needs 1o be
surveyed

I /mproving efliciency i the
generation and use ol stearm,

7 recovery of waste heat

I slalling end use hot waler
SYSIerms.

The mitk cooling projéect al the
Flaxley Research Centre wil/
e used by the Soulth Ausia-
nan Inausiry fo document Simi-
/ar data in on-farm mitk coor-
mng.

SADA /n conjunction wilth
SARDY, ETSA and Techsearch
nave developed an extesIsive
monitarng project 10 guantity
energy savings, monefdry and
quanty benefits accrved rrom
shock cooling through thermal
transrer.

Key FPlayers are:

I Final year mechanical
engieering student Feler
Brown (University of SA)

I Dr Robert Amsliie, Environ-
mental Branct, £75A

I Bl Jackson, £TSA (demarnd
siae managemer)

J Techsearch

J Brian Bartsch and Bruce
Graham, SARD/ Flaxiey

I Adrian Scott and mysel,
SALA.

Faciors to be monrlored

I Heat recovery - De Super-
neater harvesnng hear rrom
COMPréssor.

I Cooling Tower efficiency in &
closed primary coolng Sys-
rem.

I Cost of cooling mitk with or
without primary cooling using
(@) Direct exparnsion refrge-
ration (b) /ce Storage

I 7ota/ Plate Counts actiieved
through using e range of
cooling combinalions avail-
avle at Frax/ey.

The end result will accuralely
document guidelines for dairy
farmers o /make informed decr-
S10nS on mitk coolng Systems.

ETSA are committed 1o assist
our maustry o Iy capriiise on
low olf-peak eleclricily 1ariis.

Exhibition Dairy at
Hoyal Show

On 5th April Soulth Australian
maustry représeniatves will
meet with e represenfanves
of Breed Soc/eles fo /nalse
plans and building programs
for the exciting proect o be
comp/eted in tme Jfor s
year’s Royal Show.

ALLAN MANNING, Presicernt

BASIC MILK PRICE FOR CENTRAL
REGION - MARCH 1993

$1.85 per kg fat

$4.20 per kg protein

The Wholesale Milk Buyers and Distri-
butors Association have notified

SADA, that they will again give con-
sideration to the Basic Milk Igrice next
month, at which time there may be
further reductions in the payments for
butterfat, but with equivalent in-
creases in protein payments.
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ARE YOU PAYING

TOO MUCH FOR
TEAT SANITISERS

Then make the change to

U DDERSAN

TODOPHOR
TEAT SANITISER

WITH ADDED EMOLLIENT

TEAT SANITISER DILUTION RATE*
g UDDERSAN 1:9
HERE'S [y UD1

WHY Blu-gard 1;4

* When used as teat spray

COMPARE DILUTION RATES AND SAVE $$%$

Available at
i , , Yyour nearest
+ ASSISTS IN REDUCING SOMATIC CELL COUNT mierchiaridise

4 REDUCES THE INCIDENCE OF MASTITIS Store. agh
| 4 CCNTAINS EMOLLIENT TO PROMOTE SOFT ’ Mﬂs"ﬁ;‘j\
| SUPPLE SKIN
THE MOST ECONOMICAL TEAT SANTISER ON
THE MARKET
Tasmarn Chemicals Pty Ltd ANOTHER
8 York Street, Wingfield SA Eﬁgfs‘?r%g
Ph (08) 262 8177 FARM

L1=a>< (08) 234 2882 PRODUCT
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The Dairy Research and
Development Corporation
(DRDC) is investing in a
major project to examine
industry performance and
compare it with overseas
industries.

In endorsing the project,
Mr Pat Rowley said that
this benchmarking project
would focus on ways to
maintain and improve the
international competitive-

ness of the Australian
dairy industry.
The study will identify

performance gaps and
the reasons for them, and
where appropriate,
recommend ways to
reduce gaps.

“This means the project
will cover the whoie in-
dustry, from the farm
through processing and
manufacturing to market-
ing and distribution,” he
said. '

“By looking at the whole
industry, we are aiming to
foster industry competi-
flveness so that it can
maintain and expand
export markets and com-
pete Dbetter against im-
ports, because this is
where there is greatest
potential to contribute to
the growth of the Austra-
lian dairy industry during
the nineties.”
The project

will also

guide the Dairy Research
and Development Cor-
poration in setting its R&D
priorities.

INDUSTRY
INITIATIVE

The project originated from
an industry workshop heid
by the Australian dairy In-
dustry Council in August
which was attended by
representatives of the farm-
ing, manufacturing, market-
ing, research and policy
sectors of the industry.

“The fact that industry and
the DRDC have agreed to
an allocation of about
$750,000 for the project
reflects its importance to
the future of the Australian
dairy industry,” said Mr
Rowley.

“Because the benchmark-
ing project is funded b

industry through the DRD

research levy, we are com-
mitted to ensuring it
generates results of practi-
cal use to the industry.”

The project will be co-
ordinated by a steering
committee representing
dairy farmers, manufac-
turers, processors, the
DRDC and the Australian
Dairy Corporation.

“But the ultimate success of
this project will rely on in-

dustry support
cipation”.

“The results will not only
help us to build up a big
picture of overall industry
performance, they will
also be useful to indivi-
dual company partici-
pants whilst ensuring that
commercially confidential
material will not be
released,” said Mr Row-
ley.

The Boston Consulting
Group (BCG), a world
leader in management
consulting to industry and
government, has been
appointed to conduct the
study.

Because it is an inter-
national organisation,
BCG has wide experience
in studying industry per-
formance and inter-
national competitiveness.

Mr Rowley said he expec-
ted most of the project to
be finished by mid-year,
with the whole job com-
pleted by the end of the
year.

“The final phase of the
project will be an inten-
sive period of communi-
cating the results to in-
dustry,” he said.

and parti-

DAIRY RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
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Farmwide Pty. Lid. is a
company established in
1988 by the state farming
organisation members of
the National Farmers’
Federation to investigate
national commercial
opportunities for farmers.

Recently Farmwide has
sought to identify a range
of computers which would
be suitable for rural use.

NATIONAL ‘
FARMERS’ i
FEDERATION |
COMPAQ ;

SAVINGS!

price rate for sale to far-
mers and the rural com-
munity. The range avail-
able includes the models
LX 400 a nine pin dot
matrix printer at $193, the
LQ 100, a 24 pin dot
matrix printer at $346 and
the EPL4000, an entry
level laser printer, at
$1,226. The prices quoted
are sales tax exempt.

Compag computers The EPSON printers
was approached are available from
because of their repu- your local supplier of
tation in the computer the computer equip-
market. With business ment. Please ask the
of over $4 billion, ‘ supplier about the
Compaqg is one of “Farmwide” offer
the top 3 Per- Zﬁ/ 7—7—7 i and quote the
sonal Computer /_/7_7/// S = — \\ contract number

manufacturers in /[ &/

“Farm 003", If

the world.

- Compag s
known as the premium IBM compatible,
industry standard PC manufacturer.

Compagq products are renowned for their
reliability and performance. In the past
their range was priced more for the
corporate and government markets in
Australia. They have now produced
machines for small business and
domestic users with prices that compete
with the large range of unknown brand
and clone machinss.

The special offer made to farmers and
the rural community is an excelient price
for a Compag machine. The offer also
includes Microsoft's DOS operating sys-
fem, a mouse and "Windows” a product
that will make the PC easier to use.

Farmwide has also approached EPSON
Australia for a range of printers at a bulk

| your local sup-
plier cannot
help, please
contact EPSON in Sydney on (02) 452
0666 to obtain the name of your closest
EPSON reseller.

REMEMBER:

Sales tax exemption on the purchase of
computer equipment is avaiiable to all
farmers where it is used mainly (i.e.
more than 50%) in primary production
activities. The use includes “‘scheduiing,
sequencing, monitoring, controlling, or
costing” of primary production activities.
All primary producers are eligibie 1o be
registered for sales tax exemption under
the new provisions of the sales iax
iegisiation. Your sales iax registration
number must be guoted when ordering
the equipment. For more details contact
your nearest Tax Office branch on 132
866 for the cost of a local call.
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Research has been com-
pleted to identify per-
sonal computers which
would best suit rural
requirements. The COM-
PAQ range of PC’s was
found to offer the pertor-
mance, reliability and
support needed. As a
result, a special offer has
been negotiated with
COMPAQ on behalf of
farmers and the Austra-
lifan rural community
through Farmwide Pty
Ltd, a company controlled
by the state farming
organisation members of
the National Farmers’
Federation.

COMPAQ boasts the
widest range of personal
computers on the Austra-
lian market inciuding des-
top, notebook and file
server PC’s. The com-
pany has established a
strong reputation for qua-
lity and performance, and
is currently the largest

&5

supplier of DOS-based PC’s
to the corporate and
government markets in Aus-
tralia. .

COMPAQ ProLinea 3/25zs

The COMPAQ ProlLinea 3/
25zs features an 84-mega-
byte hard disk, 4 megabytes
of random access memory
(RAM) and a 3.5 diskette
drive. All COMPAQ PC’s
are backed by a 3 year
parts warranty with on-site
service in regional centres.

The ProlLinea comes
standard with a COMPAQ
VGA colour screen,
mouse and Microsoft DOS
5.0 and Microsoft Win-
dows 3.1 pre-installed so
that you can be im-
mediately up and running.
the sales tax exempt price
is$1872.

if you would like further
information on the Pro-
Linea or other COMPAQ
models, then please con-
tact our help line for more
information about the
complete range available
at the NFF discount rate.
ALL PCs will be bundled
with the Microsoft soft-
ware listed above.

centres throughout Australia.

INFORMATION AND ORDERS

A toll-free help-line has been established to assist with
general information, ordering and service details. Please
call Compaq on (008) 81 2800 or fax (02) 911 1800.
All PCs will be supplied and serviced in the major regional

A comprehensive- summ-
ary of farm software avail-
able in Australia is pre-
sented in “Computer Soft-
ware for Agriculture”.

This is a well researched
publication prepared by
NSW Agricuiture. The
sixth edition of this pub-
lication summarised some
600 agriculture software
programmes that can be
purchased in Australia. It
reviewed financial
management pro-

grammes, software for

livestock control, cropping,
environmental analysis,
landforming and general
data collection. '

The seventh edition was
released in January. It is
highly recommended and
is available for $20 from:

NSW Agriculture
PO Box 9
East Maitiand NSW 2323
Attention: Jane Reynolds

Thanks to NFF and 'The Farmers Voice’
foc allowing us to reproduce these articles.
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MILK PRODUCTION AT
HIGHEST LEVEL

“In 1992-93 Australian milk
production is expected to reach
7050 million litres which, if
achieved, will be the highest
level since 1971-72”°, accord-
ing to Mr. Vemon Topp of
ABARE.

“In 1992-93 Australian farm-
gate manufacturing milk prices
are forecast to rise by 4 per
cent to 25 cents per litre. As a
consequence of higher export
volumes and higher world
prices, the value of Australian
dairy exports in 1992-93 is
estimated to reach $A 1005 mil-
lion, 26 per cent more than in
1991-92"°, he said.

REAL VALUE FOR MONEY!!

ABARE expects average world
prices to increase in the medium
term for most dairy products. But-
ter prices are forecast to remain
low in the medium term, while
prices for other dairy products are
likely to rise relative to those for
butter.

The general upward trend of
rising Australian milk produc-
tion is expected to continue in
the medium term and reach
7450 million litres in 1997-98.
Domestic consumption and
export volumes are also projec-
ted to rise over the medium
term. :

- Editor’s Note: At 2 recent

Australian Dariry Farmers’
Federation meeting, the consen-
sus vrew of famners was a
national production for 92-93 of
7200 million litres.

After the results of the Federal
election, anyone laking bets?

twHIGH NUTRITIONAL VALUE
(Only one with a growth enhancer)

w EARLIER WEANING
(Better rumen Development)

v ECONOMIC - SAVE MONEY!!!!

v¢ CONSISTENCY - 35 YEARS OF SCIENTIFIC
FIELD AND LABORIATORY EVALUATION
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SAMPLE PACK IF YOU CALL US
AND MENTION THIS AD.

PETER GAY’S AGENCIES
LOT 1 HENSCHKE STREET
DRY CREEK SA 5094

PH: (08) 262 8422
FAX: (08) 262 8440
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Irrigated agro-forestry - a system
where trees and irrigated pasture
are both grown on the farm - was on
display at the open day of the
Institute for Sustainable Agriculture
at Tatura, Victoria during March this
year.

The Dairy Research and Develop-
ment Corporation, the Murray Darl-
ing Basin Commission and the
Department of Agriculture are fund-
ing a project to assess the value of
irrigated agro-forestry in Victorian
dairying systems.

Researchers from the institute for

Sustainable Agriculture at Tatura
and Kyabram, are studying the
potential for irrigated agro-forestry to
control shallow water tabies, ground
water recharge and salinity.

They expect that trees protect pas-
ure by keeping the water table
below the pasture root zone. But, the
disadvantage is that trees compete
with pasture for light, nutrients and
water. Another concern is that saline
ground water may ultimately kill
frees.

It the system is feasible, then the
project must determing the most
effective way 1o

(DAIRY GRAIN |

manage it on dairy
farms.

The trial, which is

RATIONS located at Kya.

bram, features
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fast growing and
grow well under
irrigation.  They
were planted in
1985, at varying
densities. The site
features red-
brown earth soils.
the water table is
within two meters
of the surface.
The area is flood
rrigated using a
similar system to
most local dairy
farms. Pasture is

grazed periodically, depending on
growth, and is left unstocked dur-
ing regrowth intervals.

A key element of the project is to
determine how the spacing bet-
ween trees affects pasture produc-
tivity. This is no simple task
because the effect of trees on
pasture production varies as the
Irees grow. The interactions bet-
ween trees, pastures and water
tables are complex.

Researchers are measuring the
effect of trees on pasture produc-
tion and water use. This involves
looking at the effect of tree spacing
on:

» water availability to pasture
» shade of pasture

D pasture productivity

» ground water recharge.

Results to date indicate that:

D salt builds up in the soil below
the gum trees (this is worse if
trees are widely spaced)

d» soil near trees has been consis-
tenlly ¢ r even atter irrigation;
this suggests that trees have
effectively protected pasture
from the water table

» pasture productivity has
declined at tree populations of
more than 200 to 400 per hec-
tare

» when shaded by trees, pasture
almost stops growing and water
use decreases substantially.

The final results and recommenda-
tions will be available in mid 1994,
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“or rher wnhsimeion, pieghere C_somat Sanacs on (02 228 511 el beel. PitmonMocre Ausiralic tred, ACN 000 489 172, 71 Epping Rood, Norr Ryde, NSW 2113, *ARREST 1s ¢ Tiodemait of Pilmontiocre 2esighs Lmnizs “hARL64 /CE
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Association /nc.

present their combined

1993 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

“MAKING YOUR ASSOCIATION MORE EFFECTIVE”

8th & 9th June 1993

Day 1 from 10.00 am - - - Day 2 from 9.30 am
and the

ANNUAL DINNER

8th June 1993
at the |
-}g : ADELAIDE g{""

i | g

Victoria Square, Adelaide - Phone: (08) 217 0711

REGISTRATION - $20 ACCOMMODATION

Please complete and return the The Hilton are offering a special Con-
Registration Form on the opposite ference Rate of $100 per night for
page as early as possible. Your tickets  single, twin or double accommodation.

will be sent to you. Please arrange this with the Hilton.

PARKING DINNER DANCE 7.30 pm

Hilton Hotel Valet Parking - $10 per gg3j per head includes 4-course meal,
day - closes midnight beer, bottled wine & soft drinks.

CRECHE Pre-dinner drinks from ::'—49—::'-:-"45315

¢ 7.00pm ~
8.00 per hour - 5 children maximum - -

bookings essential. Please arrange 4-piece band

this with the Hilton. Live entertainment!

<
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CENTRAL COUNCIL ANNUAL L; SADA

GENERAL MEETING

9th June 2.30 p.m. at the Adelaide
Hilton, Victoria Square, Adelaide

(after Day 2 of Conference)
~
BRANCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS

(0 MEMBERS - you are invited to attend O Your Agenda (on a separate sheet) is

your Branch AGM, or if more suitable, included with this Journal.

you are welcome to attend at another

Branch.
BRANCH DATE VENUE TIME
Barossa 11/5/93 Vine Inn, Nuriootpa - Percy’s Bar 8.00 pm
Northern - 13/5/93 Tiver Farm, Gum Creek - (map with agenda) 8.00 pm
River Murray 20/5/93 Masonic Lodge, Mulgundawah Rd, Murray Bridge 8.00 pm
Lakes Please see agenda 8.00 pm
South East 17/5/92 Mil Lel Hall 8.00 pm

DaityIndustry g

et 1993 ANNUAL CONFERENCE/DINNER

REGISTRATION FORM

CONFERENCE $20 covers both days, includes lunch. 8 June Day 1 - 10.00am-
5.00pm 9 June Day 2 - 9.30 am-2.15 pm '

DINNER $30 8 June includes 4-course meal, drinks, 4-piece band & live entertainment

< A

\w

Please tick appropriate boxes

FIRST NAME LAST NAME DAY 1 DAY 2 DINNER
- ; O O O

- | S O O O
0O O 0

0O 0 O

ADDRESS TO SEND TICKETS TO: RETURN THIS FORM WITH YOUR

CHEQUE (NO POSTAGE STAMP
..... reeeeereeeeeee-- | | REQUIRED) TO:
REPLY PAID 5044
SA DAIRYFARMERS’ ASSOCIATION
. .| | 1ST FLOOR, ASTON HOUSE
13 LEIGH STREET
POSTCODE  ------ ADELAIDE SA 5000
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The Dairy Research and
Development Corporation
(DRDC) is currently
reviewing environmental
issues facing the dairy in-
dustry, particularly in
Northern Victoria and the
Riverina. Based on the find-
ings from the review, the
DRDC will develop regional
action plans to address these
issues. The DRDC is con-
cerned with environmental
issues affecting both the
farm and the manufacturing
sectors.

Environmental issues affect-
ing dairy farmers which are
currently being addressed
by the DRD C include:

¥ sustainability
¥ nutrient balances

€ effects of irrigation and
stocking pressure on
soils

‘¢ alternative farming prac-
tices

~J

e dairy waste management
~J . -
e farm refrigeration

® Sustainability

The DRDC is currently
funding a study of the sus-
tainability of dairying on
Jirrigated farms in the
Riverina.

The aim of the study is to
identify key issues that may
limit the sustainability of
dairying in irrigated areas of
northern Victoria and south-

A

- ENVIRONMENT

o -wae

‘ern New South Wales. This

will involve extensive industry
consultation, with a final
report available by mid-1993.

‘The report will provide a

summary on what Research
and Development is already
being done on environmental
issues affecting the dairy in-
dustry. It will also include
strategies for the future to
address key issues. This will
help the DRDC develop a
Research and Development
program that takes account of
environmental issues.

‘® Nutrient
Balances

Researchers are studying
nutrient balances in the John-
stone River Catchment area on
the Atherton Tableland and the
Wet Coast.

By studying fertiliser applica-
tion and nutrient movement
(eg leaching and surface
runoff), researchers are deve-
loping land management stra-
tegies to improve the effi-
ciency of fertiliser application
and minimise the export of
nutrients and sediments.

This project receives funding
from a wide range of indus-
tries including dairy, sugar,

horticulture.
:’: y

 See more on Bio-
dynamic farming
\in this Journal.

€ Irrigation and
Soils

Tasmanian soil scientists are
studying the effects of itriga-
tion and the subsequent in-
crease in stocking pressure on
soil structure and earthworm
densities. Earthworms play an
important role in maintaining
soil structure.

They aim to develop manage-
ment options for irrigated
dairy pastures which:

¥ minimise soil structure pro-
blems

¥ maintain or enhance earth-
worm populations

‘¥ sustain pasture
vity.

producti-

‘® Alternative
Farming

The financial and physical
performance of conventional
and organic (biodynamic)
dairy farms are being com-
pared by researchers in north-
ern Victoria.

Results to date indicate that
per cow production is 20%
lower on organic dairy farms.
However bloat, nutrient defi-
ciencies, and reproductive and
metabolic disorders appear to
be reduced on organic dairy
farms. Levels of fluke and
worm infections were similar
on the farms studied.

e






interested N
in the research

I've been doing! Found this in
a thesis written in 1975 by
John Harriss on “Dairy Indus-
try Reconstruction since 1970
with Particular Emphasis to
Sa’.

headlights, air

inlet and exhaust, a
bumper and a fog horn. At
the rear is the dispensing
apparatus and an automatic
fly swatter.

The central portion houses a
hydro-chemical conversion

ant. This consists of four
ermentation and storage
tanks connected in series gy
an intricate network of flex-
ible plumbing.

Melissa Heinrich
WHAT IS A COW?

A cow is a completely
automatic milk manufac-
turing machine. It is
encased in untanned
leather and mounted on

4

The section also contains
the heating plant complete

ol - o) = s oY = w 7]
v . : . it
‘ (3 ) four vertical with automatic tempera-
_\K/ = movable sup- ture controls, pumping
@. ports, one at each station and main ventilat-
NG Wh . t corner. ing system.
-ﬂ : / The front The waste disposal
= end contains apparatus is located at
l d Ul ) the cutting the rear of this central
h and grind- section.
Thought ing mechan- -
you'd be % t} - 7 ismlas well as 1D brief, the external

visible features are: two
lookers, two hookers, four
stand-uppers, four hang-
downers and a swishy-
wishy.

There 1is a similar
machine known as a bull
which should not be con-
fused with the cow. It
produces no milk but has
other interesting features.

Melissa is undertaking her
Bachelor of Economics (Hon.)
at Flinders University. Her
home is the Heinrich farm in
the South East.
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REAL VALUE FOR MONEY!!!

v HIGH NUTRITIONAL VALUE
(Only one with a growth enhancer)

Y EARLIER WEANING
(Better rumen Development)

wECONOMIC - SAVE MONEY!!!

vr CONSISTENCY - 35 YEARS OF SCIENTIFIC
FIELD AND LABORIATORY EVALUATION

SAMPLE PACK IF YOU CALL US
AND MENTION THIS AD.

Distributed by:
PETER GAY’S AGENCIES

LOT 1 HENSCHKE STREET
DRY CREEK SA 5094

£
3

ll Ml smster Feoedfs
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PH: (08) 262 8422
FAX: (08) 262 8440




MILK PRODUCTION
& SALES
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(

JANUARY 1993

)

MILK PRODUCTION (million litres)

South Australia
New South Wales
Victoria
Queensland
Western Australia
Tasmania

_ Total

MARKET MILK SALES (million litres)

South Australia
New South Wales
Victoria
Queensiand
Western Australia
Tasmania

Total

%

1991/92 1992/93 VARIANCE
33.0 (261.9) 36.8 (290.7) 11.4 (11.0)
82.6 (539.8) 88.2 (603.1) 6.8 (11.7)
455.5 (2,909.5)  466.4 (3,143.5) 2.4 (8.0)
61.1 (374.8) 65.0 (425.3) 6.5 (13.5)
22.6 (180.8) 24.6 (194.1) 8.6 (7.3)
46.4  (251.2) 48.5 (268.1) 4.7 (6.7)
701.0 (4,518.1)  729.4 (4,924.9) 4.0 (9.0)
13.4  (91.0) 12.4  (88.8) 6.8 (-2.5)
49.4  (346.5) 48.5 (349.3) 1.7 (0.8)
36.5 (261.2) 36.4 (261.1) 0.5 (-0.1)
28.6 (198.0) 28.2 (202.8) 1.6 (2.4)
14.9  (100.9) 14.4  (102.9) 3.3 (2.0)
41 (29.1) 42  (29.6) 0.4 (1.6)
146.9 (1,026.7) 1441 (1,034.4) 1.9 (0.7)

(...) = YEAR-TO-DATE

| SOURCE: ADC DAIRYSTATS |

Figures available to the
Auystralian Dairy Cor-
poration show that national
milk production continues 10
soar, with recent gstimates
-based on a 10 per cent
increase in production for
the six months to December
- indicating total milk output
in 1992/93 will exceed
7,000 million fitres. if this
occurs, it will be the highest
production recorded in more
than 20 years.

The table shown, which
compares state production
to December with the

S.A. LEADS THE PACK!

average of the previous
three years, reveals the
extent and consistency of
the increase. And you don't
have 1o look too hard to
see that South Australia
has turned its production
around with a vengeance!
Not bad considering the
amount of dairy farmers
who have left the South
Australian industry in the
past three years!

July-December Milk Production Trends (Mil. Ltrs.)
1992 1989-92 AVERAGE % CHANGE

NSW 515 481 7.0
ViC 2677 2476 8.1
QLD 360 337 6.9
SA 254 225 12.6
WA 170 158 7.5
TAS 220 208 5.6
AUST 4195 3885 8.0
=




THEN COME THE WILD WEATHER, COME SLEET OR COME SNOW,

Congratulations...

To Melissa Heinrich

who recently announced her engagement to Adrian Bright of

WE WILL STAND BY EACH OTHER, HOWEVER IT BLOW.

Simon Dach (1605-7659)

Mt. Gambier. Wedding bells in January (rumour has it, it will be an even bigger
party than Peter Doman’s 40th!)

I3

DIAA AWARDS SA
MANUFACTURERS

£

Melbourne, Friday 2
April: Winners of the pres-
tigious Dairy Industry
Association of Australia’s
(DIAA) Dairy Product
Awards were announced at

R a gala presentation breakfast
today.

5 The Awards attracted over
450 entries from throughout
Australia, some c¢f which
have won awards for the
first time.

*‘This year’s Awards have
been the most successful
yet, showcasing the
diversity and

National Dairies, Mile End

Innovation Award for the Best Non-
Cultured Consumer Product and Pack

for "Killer Shake” Flavoured Milk

extraordinary quality of Aus-
tralian produce,”’ said Alan
Hoskins, Australia President
of the DIAA.

A team of six expert judges
spent four days tasting, sam-
pling and grading produce to
find out who are the true
Australian dairy produce
champions.

Commenting on this year’s
Awards, Senior Judge Dean
Wilkins said the standard of
the entries were even better
than he expected. ‘‘After see-
ing the first class standard of
entries this year I can con-

SADA

congratulates the South

fidently say that Australia’s
dairy industry has never
been stronger. Manufac-
turers are listening to con-
sumers needs and catering
for them.”’

The Australian Dairy Cor-
poration sponsored the
Awards. Jens Xarnoe,
General Manager - Market-
ing and Promotions Divi-
sion, said, ‘‘We are
delighted to be associated
with the DIAA Awards and
raising public awareness of
Austraiia’s world-class
range of dairy products.”

Australian

Manufacrturers who won (wo of the (thirteen

awardas.

Allowrie Foods, Murray Bridge

Innovation Award for the Best Cultured
Consumer Product and Pack

for 107’s - 4 pack Fruche

=K

WANTED TO BUY

Indian Chief motor cycle engine or bike in parts. Other motor cycles wanted and old side cars.
Any considered. PH: (08) 271 6842

=

L;l 0.
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CONTROLLIN
MILK FEVER

Farmers treating more than three
cows in 100 for milk fever need to
take a serious look at how they
are controlling the problem,
according to a respected authority
on nutrition in dairy cattle.

Professor of Veterinary Medicine
at the University of rK'Ielboume,
Ivan Caple, says milk fever is the
most common problem associated
with macromineral nutrition in
dairy cattle, especially in cows
which have reached their fourth
lactation.

“Just on the point of calving a cow
has to do a lot of calcium gymnas-
tics,” he told a dairy mini forum
held in Adelaide in association
with the Sixth JS Davies Beef
Research Forum.

The Cattle Compensation Fund of
SA was a major sponsor of the
event which aimed to help far-
mers make the most of minerals.

“The amount of calcium going
into the calf just before it is born
is about .2 gm per hour,” Now,
some cows meet the challenge and
some cows don’t.”’

A high producing cow may lose
more than twice the amount of
calcium and phosphorus present
in her bones in milk in a 300-day
lactation.

As a cow gets older, she is less
able to mobilise calcium from her
bone reserves to meet these
demands. This causes blood cal-
cium levels to decrease, impairin
nerve and muscle function whic
can result in the cow going down.

Professor Caple says the aim of
any milk fever Erevention pro-
gram is to match the intake of

calcium and phosphorus to a cow's
needs and prevent this from happen-
ng.

He says pregnant cows fed on grass

pastures may absorb sufficient cal-_
clum to meet their demands and

those of the developing calf, but ma
not be able to absorb sufficient cal-
cium to meet the sudden demands of
the udder. In this case, simply in-
creasing the calcium intake after
calving will prevent milk fever.

Older cows become more susceptible
to milk fever if they are grazed on
lush green grass pastures before calv-
ing. These pastures affect the acid-
base balance of the cow, inhibitin
her ability to mobilise sufficient cal-
cilum from the bones to meet the

increased demands for lactation.

“This problem is overcome by remov-
ing the cows from green grass, put-
ting them in a bare yard and feeding
them on hay for up to two weeks
before calving,” Professor Caple said.

He says cows grazing on lush pas-
tures, particularly those fertilised
with potash and nitrogen, may have
low bYood magnesium concentrations
due to inadequate magnesium
absorption which also makes preg-
nant cows more susceptable to mi
fever.

“In most Victorian herds I have
looked at, there is enough magne-
sium in the diet but too much potas-
sium inhibits magnesium absorption
from the rumen,”’ he said.

Cows with excessive calcium intakes
are also susceptible to milk fever,
according to Professor Caple.

“In pregnant cows fed very high
calcium diets, such as lucerne or
clover hay, or prepared diets contain-

ing high calcium levels designed
to be fed to lactating cows, the
hormonal mechanisms promoting
calcium absorption from the gut
and mobilisation from bone are
not very active,” he explained.

“Consequently, these cows may be
unable to absorb sufficient calcium
to meet the increased demand
when the udder begins to produce
milk in the day or two before
calving.”

Professor Caple says, in general,
to prevent milk fever, dawry far-
mers should:

Advoid having cows overfat at
calving;

Feed pregnant cows mainly on
hay for the last two weeks of the
dry period, and allow them re-
stricted access to lush pastures;

Add Causmag (magnesium oxide)
to hay at the rate of 60 gms per
cow é;er day where cows have low
blood magnesium concentrations;

Increase the calcium intake of.
cows at calving. If cows are being
fed brewers grains or concen-
trates, ensure that the supplement
provides at least an additional 50
grams of calcium per day.

Professor Caple says it is impor-
tant to remember that when a cow
has Eone down, she must get up
quickly as possible.

“The longer she is down the more
muscle damage occurs and the
harder it is to get her up. And
prop them up straight away so
they don’t regurgitate and inhale
something on their lungs, or three
days later they may die from
pneumonia,” he said.

Professor Caple warns it is impor-
tant to properly check why a cow
is down before treating it. Cows
which have acute mastitis or other
infections have a rapid heart rate
and may die if treated intraven-
ously with calcium or magnesium
salts.




READD

Research & Exrension
Association for

Dairying Development
n South Austrana

FEED PAD TOUR

The first READD Inter-
state Farm Tour took
place recently when a
roup of 30 dairyfarmers
rom SA headed to
Shepparton and Kya-
bram districts in North-
ern Victoria.

The..tour leaders from
READD were Chris Tho-
mas, Lee McKenzie and
Chris Rowntree, who
had responded to a call
from some farmers who
were seeking more infor-
mation on Feed Pads
and Calving Pads.

Consequently, this
became the main item
for the Farm Tour. A lot
of dairyfarmers envisage
there being many bene-

fits on concentrating
their suppliementary
feeding of conserved

fodder and other addi-
tives to one area.

This
effective means of feeding,
which is easier to distribute,
with a lot [ess wastage.

is seen as a more

Following a series of
severely wet winters in
Northern Victoria, quite a
few pads have been instal-
led and so the experience
of these projects was
sought.

The tour visited eight farms
of various sizes and used
the Kyabram Research
Centre as the nucleus of the
tour.

Here feed pads provided an
ideal means of measuring
and controlling the feeding
of maize silage during an
extensive research program
on maize feeding to dairy
cattle.

Each of the pads in the
district varied in size, shape
and design with costs of

construction varying from
$10/cow up to $100/cow.

The design most
favoured by the group for
its simplicity was a siab
of concrete, approx 7.5
metres wide and 100
metres long with two
electic fence tapes 1.5
metres apart (just like an
old fashioned clothes
line) under which the
silage or TMR is feed.
This_cost of construction
is around $30/cow.

Other highlights of the
tour included watching
450 cows being milked
by two operators in a
50-unit Rotary Dairy in
just over an hour.

Also the Whopper Chop-
per, which is a Feed-out,
Cart with a difference. It
holds five round bales of
silage, which it chops to
a fibre length of 5cms, in
12 minutes, then distri-
butes through a side fee-
der onto a 100m, long
trough made or inverted
box culverts.

The real highlight of the
tour was the camara-
darie of a dynamic mix of
SA dairyfarmers from
many districts, who for-
med a non-stop discus-
sion group for three
action-packed days.

Chris Thomas

Congratula

7o Joyce and Lyndon C’/egﬁtt (Langhorne Creek), who agarn
ount Pleasant Show, winning:

“scooped the pool” at the

@ Champion Cow @ Reserve Champion Cow @ Reserve Junior

© Most Successful Exhibitor

and

tions......

... Well done’

Uz

oA






INTRODUCTION

Pressure from both farming

and non-farming interests
have forced alternative
farming systems from obs-
curity to the limelight in
recent years. Organic and
bio-dynamic farming are
now being considered as
serious systems of farming
but ignorance on how these
farms work is still rife.

It seems that ignorance
about organic or bio-dyna-
mic agriculture provokes
diametrically opposed res-
ponses. The negative res-
ponses of contempt, ridi-
cule, and mockery are com-
mon but fortunately they are
becoming less. The positive
responses of interest,
curiosity and questioning
are more productive and
rational. It is such responses
that are starting to lead to
research that will give better
recognition and understand-
ing of alternative farming
systems.

The changes in attitude that
have led to a more serious
consideration of alternative
farming systems are:

3 Farmers are concemed
about the use of chemi-
cals on their farms
because of their cost,
harmful effect on them-
selves, their family, soil
and the environment.

A COMPARISON OF BIO-DYNAMIC and
CONVENTIONAL DAIRY FARMS
in NORTHERN VICTORIA

By: Doug Small & John McDonald

0O Farmers want more infor-
mation on organic farming.
A recent survey by the Vic-
torian Department of Agri-
culture showed thgt 70% of
farmers want more informa-
tion on organic farming and
one third were interested in
trialling organic methods.

O Consumers want organic
produce because it is percei-
ved as being better and
coming from a less environ-
mentally damaging system
of farming.

O Governments and conserva-
tionists want cleaner and
more sustainable systems of
farming.

Changing attitudes were a
necessary prerequisite for the
approval and financing of our
comparison of bio-dynamic
and conventional dairy farms.
However, before we approa-
ched funding bodies we felt
that some data was needed to
show that there were real dif-
ferences that warranted further
study. A preliminary survey
revealed some interesting
phenomenon that indicated
further studies were needed. It
is the results of these prelimin-
ary studies that are presented
in this paper. Follow up
research is sponsored by the
Dairy Research and Develop-
ment Corporation.

PRELIMINARY
SURVEY

A survey of six bio-dynamic
(BD) dairy farms was made
during 1990/91. Each BD farm
was paired with a conventional
(CV) neighbouring farm, and
data were collected on over 50
measurements made on soil,
pasture, blood, milk and
faeces. Further data were col-
lected on animal health and
production. '

Some of the differences are
shown in the table. Production
per cow is less but concentrate
supplementation was much
less. As well there are indica-
tions of less incidence of pro-
duction diseases. Bloat did not
occur on BD farms whereas all
conventional farms regularly
treated for bloat in the spring.

Strongyle worm counts were
similar for CV and BD cows
while calves had mean egg
counts per gram (epg) of 55
and 78 respectively. In June
mean liver fluke counts for
cows were 3 epg in CV with
BD less than 1 epg and their
respective calves were 22 and
1 epg. But following routine
treatment of the CV animals in
July there was no apparent
differences. Calves on CV
farms were routinely treated
four times a year for worms
and fluke. Only clinically
affected cows on BD farms
received individual treatment.
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PYDIAA (SA DIVISION)
vc ANNUAL AWARDS s

%g SADA congratulates all winners of the Annual Dairy Industry Association of Australia (SA) Awards
l who are listed below. They will receive their trophies at the DIAA/SADA Annual Conference Dinner.

CLASS 1 - MILD CHEDDAR

1st  Dairy Vale - Jervois

2nd Dairy Vale - Mt. Gambier

CLASS 2 - MATURED CHEDDAR

1st  Dairy Vale - Jervois

2nd Allowrie Foods - Murray Bridge

CLASS 3 - VINTAGE CHEDDAR

1st  Dairy Vale - Jervois

2nd Allowrie Foods - Murray Bridge

CLASS 4 - NON CHEDDAR CHEESE

1st La Vera Mozzarella - Newton

2nd Allowrie Foods - Murray Bridge

CLASS 5 - RETAIL PACKAGED CHEESE

1st  Dairy Vale - Mount Compass

2nd Allowrie Foods - Murray Bridge

CLASS 6 - CHAMPION CHEESE

Dairy Vale - Jervois

CLASS 7 - YOGHURT NATURAL

1st  Amarina Health Foods

2nd Dairy Vale - Clarence Gardens

CLASS8 - YOGHURT,REAL FRUIT
(STRAWBERRY)

1st  Amarina Health Foods

2nd Dairy Vale - Clarence Gardens

CLASS 9 - THICKENED CREAM

1st  Dairy Vale - Mount Gambier

- 2nd Dairy Vale - Clarence Gardens

CLASS 10- CHOC.FLAV.MILK 3.2% FAT MIN.

1st  Dairy Vale - Clarence Gardens

2nd Farmers Union - Mile End

CLASS 11 - REDUCED FAT FLAVOURED MILK

(STRAWBERRY)

1st  Dairy Vale - Clarence Garden:*

2nd Farmers Union - Mile End

CLASS 12 - COFFEE FLAV. MILK ANY FAT LEVEL

1st  Farmers Union - Mile End

2nd Dairy Vale - Clarence Gardens

CLASS 13 - PASTEURISED, HOMOGENISED
WHITE MILK 3.2% MIN. FAT

1st  Dairy Vale - Renmark

2nd Farmers Union - Port Pirie* Cangratu[attom"

W

CLASS 14- VANILLA ICE CREAM : :

1st  Allowrie Foods - Laura

2nd Royal Copenhagen Ice Cream

CLASS 15- STRAWBERRY ICE CREAM

1st  Royal Copenhagen Ice Cream

2nd Freesia Ice Cream Ltd

CLASS 16 - ICE CREAM (ANY FLAVOUR)

1st  Freesia Ice Cream Ltd (Honey)

2nd Allowrie Foods - Laura
(Boysenberry)

CLASS 17 - DAIRY DESSERT *

1st AllowrieFoods - Laura

2nd Allowrie Foods - Murray Bridge

CLASS 18- YANILLA CUSTARD

1st  Dairy Vale - Renmark

2nd Dairy Vale - Clarence Gardens

CLASS 19-RETAIL PACKAGED BUTTER

1st  Dairy Vale - Mount Compass
(only entry) B

CLASS 20-BEST NEW DAIRY PRODUCT

1st  Allowrie Foods - Laura

2nd Freesia Ice Cream Ltd.

CLASS 21 - UHT WHITE MILK

(only entry)
LASS 22 -

1st Farmers Union - Mile end
i iC

UHT FLAVOURED MILK
(STRAWBERRY)

1st  Dairy Vale - Clarence Gardens
2nd Farmers Union - Mile End

CLASS 23 - DESIGN/PACKAGING
1st  Freesia Ice Cream Ltd. *
2nd Farmers Union - Mil Lel
CLASS 24 - WHITE SPECIALTY MILK

1st  Dairy Vale - Renmark

2nd Farmers Union - Mil End) equal
2nd Farmers Union - Port Pirie) 2nd
CLASS 25 - BEST KEPT FACTORY

1st  Kraft Foods - Suttontown
2nd Kraft Foods - Mile End







Dairy farmers have a very vague
knowledge of the mineral status of
their herds and it leaves them
vulnerable to people offerin
remedies, according to our Pre-
sident, Allan Manning.

He says dairy farmers are unclear,
unenlightened, confused and vague
in their perceptions of mineral
levels in their cattle.

“And the vagueness of knowledge
leaves farmers in a very vulnerable
position,” he said.

A dairy farmer at Birdwood, Mr
Manning was giving his perspective
of how to make the most of
minerals at a dairy mini forum in
Adelaide.

The Cattle Compensation Fund of
SA was a major sponsor of the
event, held in association with the
Sixth JS Davies Beef Research
Forum.

Mr Manning admitted that he was
not on top of the mineral issue,
despite extensive effort, experience
and personal research.

"It is just not as clear cut as some of
the other things we do on farms. I
guess every one of the State’s 900

airy farmers would have different
ideas,” he said.

Mr Manning spoke of his own
experiences of conflicting theories

and information, inconclusive blood
tests and following apparently
straight-forward advice without
getting the expected level of result.

He appealed to researchers and
experts to help farmers sort through
the confusion and carry out more
detailed trials.

"“We are susceptible to persons
offering remedies. The advice is ask
someone who has got information
to sell and don’t ask someone who
has got product to sell, but I can
assure you which of those I see
more of on my farm.

“Shot-gun mixtures are being used
by many farmers as an insurance
against the unknown. Farmers are
gullible and I dare say many of us

feel we have seen responses in our
herds,” he said.

Mr Manning reflected back to a
farmer who put in a magnificent
new feed system to supplement his
cattle with minerals.

Nine months later he was convinced
minerals were the best thing he had
ever introduced on his farm.
Production had increased by 15pc
and his cows were very healthy.

It turned out the farmer had also
started to feed his cattle a concen-
trated mixture of barley and lupins
for the first time when he introdu-
ced the new system.

I'm not selling farmers short but it
is very hard for us to measure the
results of introduc'mg minerals into
the diets,”” Mr Manning said.

“There appears to be no clear
guidelines, although I make a point
of blood testing my cows and that is
presumed to be an accurate mea-
suring stick,” he said.

“The bottom line of the farmer
Exelrspective is a fear of the un-
own. As a result of naive percep-
tions, the farmer is vulnerable to
the iressure of the sales persons
marketing fodder additives contain-
ing minerals and trace elements.”

Mr Manning suggest farmers and
researchers should co-ordinate a
proper strategic analysis of identifi-
able metabolic and mineral dis-

orders.

Metabolic and mineral herd profiles
should be established through
programmed blood testing, simul-
taneous documentation of clinical
disorders, introducing a program to
overcome disorders, and constant
monitoring to endorse the effective-
ness of the treatments.

"“The end point, I believe, must be

an aim to supply enough data for a

farmer to justify the use of feeding
hY

minerals and trace elements,”” Mr
Manning said.

DAIRY
COSTS
LESS

A Coles supermarket survey in- Melboume
nas found it takes the average maie worker
one minute’s less work than it did 20 years
ago to eam the money to purchase a litre of
milk.

The supermarket chain found butter had
recorded the smallest rise in price from 1S5
basic food items during the last 20 years.

The survey found that a male on average

o T e

wages earns enough money to purchase 300
grams of butter in seven minutes, down from
15.1 minutes in 1972. Butter has risen in price
only 200.8 per cent during that time, even
though average male earnings had risen 515.6
per cent.

Productivity gains from farm to retail outlets
have been a major factor in this equation.

““Milk Matters’’ March 1993
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Tax Deductions, = &=

for Landcare

A new bookiet designed to
increase landholders’ awareness
of taxation arrangements for
landcare activities was released
today by the Minister tor Primary
“Industries and Energy, Simon
Crean. -

“Many landholders are keen to
adopt more sustainable land
management practices, but are not
aware of which activities can be
claimed as a tax deduction,” Mr
Crean said.

“Farmers may not be aware that
fencing costs, for example,
associated with the treatment or
prevention of [and degradation

may qualify for an outright deduction
under these arrangements.”

There are numerous landcare
activities, such as revegetation and
fencing to control erosion, which are
tax deductible. A new booklet ‘Income
Tax Deductions for Landcare Related
Activities' has been produced to
provide landholders with information
about the tax deductibility
arrangements of these activities under
arange of sections of the Income Tax
Assessment Act, 1936. It has been
written to complement the 1991
booklet ‘Landcare Taxation
Arrangements: A guide to section
75D'. Both these guides provide
information and practical examples to

landholders about taxatior
concessions.

Mr Crean said these taxation
arrangements play an important
role in encouraging landholders to
undertake fandcare activities.

"“These booklets are desi¢ dto
help landholders by better
informing them about the taxation
arrangements for landcare
activities that the Commonwealth
has developed.

“Through these taxation
arrangements and the National
Landcare Program, the
Commonwealth Government is
helping landholders manage land
and water resources in a more
sustainable way,” Mr Crean said.

For copies of the booklet
contact either State
Agriculture Departments or
phone Countrylink toll free on

(008) 026 222.

Distributed by:

1wHIGH NUTRITIONAL VALUE
(Only one with a growth enhancer)

wEARLIER WEANING
(Better rumen Development)

1w ECONOMIC - SAVE MONEY!!!

vt CONSISTENCY - 35 YEARS OF SCIENTIFIC
FIELD AND LABORATORY EVALUATION

SAMPLE PACK IF YOU CALL US
AND MENTION THIS AD.

PETER GAY’S AGENCIES
LOT 1 HENSCHKE STREET.
DRY CREEK SA 5094

PH: (08) 262 8422
FAX: (08) 262 8440




CAUSMAG

HIGH PURITY MAGNESIA.

S S —

Millions of important
Aussies depend on it!

Australian dairy farmers rely on CAUSMAG as a dependable, no-nonsense
animal remedy to control Grass Tetany and assist in the production of
milk fat in dairy cattle. And over the last quarter of a century CAUSMAG
has introduced many other important benefits, helping to ensure the
health and productivity of the national dairy herd.

CAUSMAG:

m Is pure white, containing a minimum of 95% magnesium oxide

m Will reduce the instances of milk fever

m Is effective in increasing milk fat yield when feeding cereal grains
m Is a dietary buffering agent used to reduce acidosis In dairy cows

m Can be supplied in powder, molasses blend or dust fres granular form.

It’s pure, it’s white, it works!
All CAUSMAG products are proven and trusted, and are registered
as stock medicines throughout Australia.

AVAILABLE FROM:

CAUSMAG INTERNATIONAL DAVID MITCHELL LTD
008 020 618 (xsw) (03) 429 6022 (wic. pistributor)
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electric fence energiser, and if
it is, various energisers can be
turned off until the measuring
instruments show no electric
fence voltages being mea-
sured. it is not uncommon for
the source to be some-one
else's energiser, a consider-
able distance away. Similarly,
continuous AC voltages can be
measured, and measures taken
to reduce these. The level of
spike voltages produced by the
switching of appliances in vari-
ous houses supplied from the
same transformer as the milk-
ing shed can be determined.

In addition we are aware that
long neutrai lines and particu-
larly aluminum neutral lines
generally cause high levels of
random spike voitage in the
milking shed.

Methods of alieviation include
correcting all faults in the sup-
ply, optimising the earthing in
the cow shed and all other
areas supplied by the transfor-
mer, suitably placing, ground-
ing and maintaining the electric
fence system, smoothing vol-
tage steps in the floor, exten-
sive ring earthing, and optimum
- placing of the supply transfor-
mers.

The Recovery Process

Recovery of production on
removal .of voltage problems
may occur in steps, and may
not become fully apparent until
the next season. Major beha-
vioural problems rapidly dis-
appear, and production typi-
cally improves steadily over a
period of three weeks or so.
Quite often there may be
several different electrical pro-
blems on the farm, and when
the major problem is removed,
there is a fairly quick improve-
ment which can be foliowed by
some regression. Health pro-
blems such as mastitis are

slower to improve.

Cows culled from herds
because of apparent higher
sensitivity to electrical stress
(even if the reason for culling is
not truly apparent to the far-
mer) can be highly productive
on another farm free from elec-
trical problems.

Further Research

We are involved in extensive
additional research on methods
of reducing or eliminating stray
voltages in dairy farms. We
hope to look at best methods of
constructing floors or milking
sheds and cow yards, the pro-
blems of aluminum lines, and
ancillary equipment such as
pulsators.

The above is a brief summary
of the problems we are facing
in most farms.

There is no set recipe for eli-
mination of problems so each
new dairy must be taken at face
value. It would be naive to
suggest that it is the only limit-
ing factor on a dairy farm, but it
can be a major problem and is
one that should be addressed
when “trouble-shooting” pro-
blems with animal production
and reproduction.

Hamilton Analytical Laboratory
Ltd. NZ are the original expan-
ders of research and informa-
tion in the field of stray electri-
cal leakages in dairies and
associated areas.

HAL is headed by prominent
NZ Veterinarian Dr Harry

Dewes, Dip Ag BVSc,
MRCVS, FACVSc, who has
been engaged in “hands-on”
research into this area in NZ
and Australia for the past 15
years.

Associates in this area in-
clude:

Dr Evan Dydder, Assoc Pro-
fessor of Physics, Waikato
Uni, BSc (Hons), MSC
(Cant), PhD(ANU), MIEE -
original designer of the
highly sensitive peak record-
ing meters used to detect
and eliminate sources of pro-
blems.

Together they offer extensive
technical and practical back-
up and liasing to the newly.
established Australian
Branch,

The Australian Branch s
headed by Mike Fromont
who has worked extensively
with HAL in New Zealand
and is now resident in Aus-
tralia and is working in close
association with Best-Fed
Nutrition with a view to effec-
tively reducing all limiting
factors on dairy farms.

Dr Alison Dewes who is pre-
sently consulting for Best-fed
has also had exiensive expo-
sure to this field and is
equally able to consult on
stray voltage and it’s effects.

Mike Fromont

& Alison Dewes

Henry Dewes & Assocs. Ltd
formerty Hamilton Analytical
Lab (Australian Branch)




ALLTECH REFRIGERATION SERVICES
(AUSTRALIA) PTYLTD

90 DAWS ROAD, EDWARDSTOWN SA 5039

PHONE : (08) 277 8533 FAX : (08) 277 8697

We specialize in

24 Hour Breakdown Service
Maintenance Planning

Installation
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Commercial Refrigeration, Air-Conditioning and Milk Vats

Free Advice and Quotations For All Work

Call us Today To Discuss Your Future Needs Regarding CFC Replacement

No travelling time charged as one of our technicians is currently

LOW MAINTENANCE, FAST, EFFICIENT
MILK COOLING AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

Barry Brown and Sons
have been associated with
milk vats and tanks for
24 years and with that
experience have designed
tanks especially for chil-
led water systems.

The emphasis is on the
dimple plate jacket to
ensure maximum flow
rates of chilled water.

The tanks range from
4,000 to 30,000 litre in
vertical and horizontal
styles.

Barry Brown and Sons
have conducted extensive
testing with Email Ltd
which have shown that
the best cooling they can

offer is obtained using

Emailair packaged type
lycol water chillers and
arry Brown and Sons

chilled water milk tanks.

They recommend that for
dairies up to 6000 litres per
day all chilling can be car-
ried out within the milk
tank jacket.

For larger dairies a com-
bined system is recommen-
ded: the chiller is used to
cool a thermal storage tank
of water on night tariff,
then water is pumped
through the plate cooler
when milking to cool the
milk to between 6 and 8
degrees. The final cooling is

by pumping the glycol
water through the milk
tank jacket. Cooling is
virtually instant and the
system can give up to 90
per cent off-peak running.

Outside investigations by
Barry Brown and Sons
lead them to believe that
initial capital outlay and
maintenance costs on one
of their systems are more
than competitive.

Barry Brown & Sons are
pleased to announce the
aép;l)ointment of Mr. Robin

oleman as State Mana-
ger for South Australia
and he can be contacted
on (08) 369 0670.
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QUEENSLAND:
PRODUCTION AND
PRICES

RAINFALL

Whilst South Australia was being flooded,
dairy production for the year 1991/1892 in
Queensland was in the face of one of the
worst droughts experienced by the industry in
approximately 30 years.

Normal summer rains were not forth coming
in all dairying areas throughout the State.
This meant that as the winter progressed, no
relief agistment or feedstock supplies were
available from other areas of Queensiand.

All rural industries and the Queensiand
Government working in concert were able to
establish a Drought Feed Register, which
identified sources of feedstocks throughout
Australia, as well as negotiate the release of
bulk commodities (cotton seed and molasses)
which were destined for export.

It should be noted that for the first time in
history, Queensland imported molasses.

Currently, many areas of Queensland,
outside of the south-east corner are still
experiencing drought conditions, with the

central west not yet out of the 81/92 Drought
Declarations.

PASTURE/SUPPLEMENTARY
FEEDING

During the period of the drought the
Queensland dairy industry maintained milk
production by extensive use of supptementary
feeding. Cotton seed was used in many areas
in conjunction with molasses as well as normal
maintenance rations.

So, in one of their driest years, Queensland
managed production of 634 million litres in
1991/92, compared to South Australia’s 411
million litres, produced in their wettest year on
record.

During this period, more extensive use was
made of silage. Silage storage types used
were wrapped round bale; pit and bung. Dairy
farmers in conjunction with Department of
Primary Industries researchers have been
assessing the outcomes of various silage
production methods. Similarly, the economic
benefits of silage feeding, incorporating
transport and other costs are being assessed.

COW AND HERD NUMBERS

The 1991/92 year saw a fall in registered dairy
numbers to a level of 1843. This was a loss of
11 from the previous year (or a 0.6%
decrease).

The average herd size was 108 head of
milking and dry stock which gives an
approximate total herd number of 193000
head.

MANUFACTURE MILK PRICE

Queensland processors pay a range of prices
for manufacture milk. These prices are usually
paid on a factory door basis and may not
include bonuses paid for protein. Minor
seasonal variations (both demand and climate)
are also reflected in variations in the price for
manufacture milk.

For the year 1991/92, an average price paid
for manufacture milk, farm gate, was
approximately $5.80/kg Butterfat with a range
moving from as low as $5.00/kg Butterfat to
$6.10/kg Butterfat.

AVAILABLE

POSITION in sharefarming partnership to manage a 230 cow semi-feed lot
operation. Experience preferred in total herd management and nutrition.
Reply to: PO Box 128 Birdwood SA 5234
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South Australian Pastoral Award

CURRENT WAGE RATES

ADULT RATES per 40 hour week without keep ($) :

Station Hand - less than 12 months experience.
Station Hand - more than 12 months experience. .

General Station Hand

...293.90
. 298.60
300.60

JUVENILE RATES - per 40 hour week without keep ($) :

Age Rate Age Rate Age Rate
15 ...132.25 17 ...161.65 19 ...220.45
16 ...146.95 18 ...191.05 20 ...264.50

CASUAL RATES

Appropriate rate as above, divided by 40 (hours)
multiplied by 17.5%.

SUPERANNUATION

As of July 1.1989 employers are obliged to pay into an
approved superannuation fund 3% of their employee’s
gross eamings, (i.e. 3% calculated on the minimum
award as above, not deducted).

This compulsory 3% superannuation payment includes
employees who are family members. However, it is not
necessary to be paid for any employee who eamns less

than $450 per month. Casual employees also attract this 3%
levy.

DAILY RATES

The minimum rates to be paid to adult workers engaged by the
day is $69.04 per day.

The minimum rates to be paid to juvenile workers engaged by
the day shall be one-fifth of the above weekly rates without
keep.

These award rates are a minimum figure. As an employer,
variations from them are at your discretion, but only in an
upward manner.

L)/nfo

S. C. ACHESON

X\ DAIRY FARM

MANAGEMENT

SERVICES

Specialising in providing advisory
services in:-

D Herd Health and Fertility
Management

P Milk Yield Management

P Rolling 12 Month Financial
Analysis and Summary

P Budgeting and Forward Planning
P “Target” & “Ridgeway” Milk
Progesterone Testing Kits '

Through the use of “Daisy’” and
"21C" Programmes provided as an on
farm bureau service.

For more information, contact:
Sam Acheson
Ph: (085) 52 5292 Fax: (085) 52 1682
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prevents

Protein build up

also

Heavy Duty Descaler

use
Once a Week

avalilable from
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Combined Rural Traders,
Murray River Wholesalers, Dairy Vale

when some producers have
been operating under an
Act that was proclaimed in
1928.

The most difficult task has
been to develop agreements
and protocol to bring the
market milk processors
(Dairy Vale and Farmers
Union Foods Limited) up to
the same level playing field
in the South-East and the
North. It is ironical that the
farmers in these areas have
been prepared to supply
market milk under the
Dairy Industry Act 1928
without a pricing discipline
for all this period of time.

The consequence of this
has been the very difficult
task to preserve country
processing plants and in
turn create a level playing
field in readiness for total
deregulation post the Farm
Gate.

L4:.
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I wish to recognise the
support and assistance
given to me by Pat Rowley,
John McQueen, ADFF and
Michael Taylor, ADIC in
the earlier stages.

The management of the 2
cent Pool has been a most
delicate area of negotiations
I have ever experienced.
However, 23(c) of the Act
allows the Processors to
manage the pool under
direction of the Minister,

The pressure to change the
structure of dairy legisla-
tion is not confined to
South Australia.

Farmers in England and
Wales will be exposed to
commercial pressures with
the removal of the Milk
Marketing Board (MMB)
and its inherent power of a
statutory buying monopoly.

Under present law virtually
all dairy farmers have to

sell their milk to the MMB
and dairy Companies sub-
sequently buy their milk
from the MMB.

It is of particular interest to
note that:-

O Pressure from consolida-
ted supermarket buying
power and the disparity
between prices for milk
based on the ‘‘principle
of end use’” are the
main causes of conflict
which have led to the
current level of change.

O The disparity in price
between liquid milk
volumes and processed
(manufactured) milk has
fostered an environment
of premium evasion ie:

When is milk market
milk? and

What level of process-
ing denotes manufac-
ture?




Ultra heat treated (UHT)
milk in Awustralia is
applying the very same
pressure on the Austra-
lian system.

In communicating the UK
experience to SADA mem-
bers I am not suggesting
SA or Australia do the
same. However the well
planned process of strategic
planning to facilitate a
changing environment is I
believe a very necessary
process.

The objective has been to
preserve as many of the
benefits of the current sys-
tem as possible, in order to
supply high quality milk
and maintenance of the
" security needed to ensure
farmers receive prompt
payment for their milk. The
intention is to maintain the
mechanisms to:

1. deal with regional and
seasonal variations in

production.

2. continue provision of on
farm services to dairy
farms.

3. fully capitalise on the
existing efficient
national transport sys-
tem.

4. foster an infrastructure to
enable farmers to join
together effectively to
sell their milk to the
small number of large
powerful buyers
manner that is commen-
surate with ‘the strength
of those buyers (4 major
buyers in England and
Wales purchase two
thirds of the milk cur-
rently sold by the
MMB).

5. enable a pricing system
which is market-driven
and responsive to supply
and demand.

The key factor in this pro-

in a

cess of change is the crea- . ¢

tion of a supply co-opera-
tive (known as ‘‘Dairy
Marque’’) that will be
accessible to all farmers.

Only time will prove the
effectiveness of these
changes - and close obser-
vation of the effects will be
invaluable to other coun-
tries including Australia.

In summary I wish to thank
my Executive and Central
Council Delegates for their
valuable and quality contribu-
tion over this very difficult
period. I wish to convey a very
special thank you to Roger
Basham for his efforts and
wisdom and his ability to be
an impeccable team man.
Thank you Roger! and a spe-
cial thank you to Judy and
David for their tolerance and
support.

ALLAN MANNING ‘f)}.‘m
Pres/dent \A\

ALLTECH REFRIGERATION SERVICES
(AUSTRALIA) PTY LTD

90 DAWS ROAD, EDWARDSTOWN SA 5039
PHONE : (08) 277 8533

FAX : (08) 277 8697

Commercial Refrigeration, Air-Conditioning and Milk Vats

Free Advice and Quotations For All Work

Call us Today To Discuss Your Future Needs Regarding CFC Replacement

No travelling time charged as one of our technicians is currently
residing at Mt Compass

We specialize in

24 Hour Breakdown Service

Maintenance Planning

Installation
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Northfield Laboratories,
art of the South Austra-
ian Research and Deve-
lopment Institute, is
developing a new concept
in pharmaceutical pro-
ducts aimed at the pre-
vention of infectious
diarrhoea in children. It
is a world leader in this
field.

Rotavirus is the major
cause of this diarrhoea
and is responsible for a
million deaths worldwide
each year. It generates
much suffering, causes
epidemics of gastroenteri-
tis in hospitals, kinder-
gartens, day care centres
and in the home. Valu-
able hospital resources
are tied up as infected
children usually require
hospital treatment. [t is
also a life threatening
problem for adults, such
as organ transplant reci-
pients, whose immune
system is suppressed.

The concept is to use anti-
viral agents (antibodies)
produced by dairy cows.
Cows are vaccinated with
a rotavirus vaccine and
produce antibody against
the wvirus. These anti-
bodies are collected from
the colostrum of vaccina-

\[_SA

-infant

COMPANY LEADS

FIGHT AGAINST
KILLER VIRUS

...and you can help!

ted cows after calving and
processed into a natural
powder. A small amount of
this powder is fed to those
at risk of infection. The
powder can be mixed with
formula or other
foods.

The product has been so
successful at preventing in-
fection in trials held at
major hospitals in Australia
and overseas, that there is
already demand from these
hospitals for the final pro-
duct. Final clinical trials are
about to start and sales are
Flanned to begin in Austra-
ia in 1994. America, Europe
and Asia are expected to Ee
major markets in future
years.

This development is already
benefiting some South Aus-
tralian dgairy farmers and
businesses. These benefits
are expected to increase as
commercial production
expands in 1994. Northfield
expects to vaccinate 1500
cows in the summer of
1993/94. If the product is
successfully marketed, there
will be a rapid scale-up of
operations. Market research

indicates that colostrum
from 40,000 cows will be
required by 1999.

Approximately 1500 cows
from 20 dairy herds
around the metropolitan
supply area have been
successfully vaccinated
and colostrum collected
on a commercial basis
over the past three years.
The hard work and feed-
back from these farmers
has been vital to the
success of the program to
date. It has also enabled
Northfield to improve
their initial “‘crude”
methods and develop a
practical system for col-
ostrum collection aimed
at making participation in
the program attractive
and pro?itable for far-
mers.

I

All of us working on this
project hope that South
Australian dairy farmers
will support this impor-

tant value-adding indus-
try in the future by their
garticipation in  North-
ield’s Colostrum Sup-

pliers Programme.

For more information on the Colostrum Suppliers Programme contact.....
Peter Whyte, Northfield Laboratories on (08) 266 2266

or

Alex Todd, Flaxley Research Centre on (08) 388 8220




BAROSSA

President - Mr John Nietschke
Secretary - Mr Vin Davies

CENTRAL HILLS

President - Mr Ken Smith
Secretary - Mr David Kuchel

JERVOIS

President - Mr Eric Stewart
Secretary - Mr Warren March

LAKES

President - Mr John Wright
Secretary - Mr David Harvey

MILANG

President - Mr Lyndon Cleggett
- Secretary - Mr Simon Thornton

MYPONGA

President - Mr Vic Walter
Secretary - Mr Mike Weatherald

NORTHERN

President --Mr Greg Stevens
Secretary - Mrs Margie Tiver

PH (085) 656 214

PH (085) 639 018

PH (08) 388 9344
PH (08) 388 9151

PH (085) 726 037
PH (085) 727 258

PH (085) 755 024
PH (085) 754 255

PH (085) 373 027
PH (085) 373 016

PH (085) 985 335
PH (085) 592 266

PH (088) 652120
PH (088) 922 331

NORTHERN HILLS

President - Mr Jeff Semmler
Secretary - Mr Wes Seeliger

ONKAPARINGA

President - Mr Max Green
Secretary - Mr Trevor Neuman

RIVER MURRAY

President - Mr Graham Smart
Secretary - Mrs Joanne Pfeiffer

SOUTH COAST

President - Mr John Whellams
Secretary - Mr Rob Mulhern

SOUTHERN HILLS

President - Mr Philip Kernick
Secretary - Mr Warren Jacobs

SOUTH EAST

President - Mr Ray Heinrich

PH (085) 244 036
PH (085) 653 226

PH (08) 389 7235
PH (08) 388 6372

PH (085) 354 123
PH (085) 324 943

PH (085) 523 644
PH (085) 545 277

PH (085) 561 232
PH (085) 569 007

PH (087) 398 223

Secretary - Mrs Angela Robinson PH (087) 393 076

Thank you....

John and Judith Schofield sincerely thank SADA Members who gave them
donations of hay and money when their property was flooded in December.

They would also like to thank the many people who phoned and called to
see them. It was greatly appreciated!
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CAUSMAG

Millions of important
Aussies depend on it!
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Australian dairy farmers rely on CAUSMAG as a dependable, no-nonsense
animal remedy to control Grass Tetany and assist in the production of
milk fat in dairy cattie. And over the iast quarter of a century CAUSMAG
has introduced many other important benefits, helping to ensure the
health and productivity of the national dairy herd.

CAUSMAG:

m Is pure white, containing a minimum of 95°% magnesium oxide

m Will reduce the instances of milk fever

m Is effective in increasing milk fat yield when feeding cereal grains
m Is a dietary buffering agent used to reduce acidosis in dairy cows
m Can be supplied in powder, molasses blend or dust free granular form.
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It’s pure, it’s white, it works!

All CAUSMAG products are proven and trusted, and are registered

as stock medicines throughout Australia. :
AVAILABLE FROM:

| CAUSMAG INTERNATIONAL  DAVID MITCHELL LTD
008 020 618 (xsw) (03) 429 6022 (vic. Distributor)
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Australian dairy co-operatives need
to expand or enter new business if
they are to embrace the challenges
facing the dairy industry according to
a visiting US expert.

University of Wisconsin-Madison
dairy marketing and policy
Distinguished Professor Bill Dobson
told the Dairy Industry Association
of Australia and South Australian
Dairyfarmers’ Association joint
conference in Adelaide last week that
many Australian dairy co-operatives
would need to expand or merge to
survive,

Prof Dobson, whose Australian visit
was partly funded by the Dairy
Research and Development
Corporation, said the future of
co-operatives in the US, Europe, and
Australia was being shaped by
industry deregulation, industrialisa-
tion of the dairy industry and the
growing power of investor owned

 (Conference 93 )|
CHALLENGES AHEAD FOR

firms such as supermarkets.

“‘Dairy co-operatives in Australia and
elsewhere need to expand their existing
business or enter new businesses to
compete effectively in the environment
which will exist in the next few years,”
he said.

“‘In Australia, the US and elsewhere,
mergers and acquisitions are being used
by dairy co-operatives to gain the
bargaining power, processing plants,
product quality and efficiency needed to
operate successfully.

““Marketing and new product
development challenges will create
incentives for additional mergers and
expansion of dairy co-operatives to
compete effectively with investor owned
firms such as big supermarket chains’’,

One challenge facing Australian
co-operatives is to overhaul their
financial management to raise the capital
necessary for 'big money’ expansion,

DAIRY CO-OPS

Prof Dobson said.

“‘One of the most serious problems
facing Australia’s dairy co-operatives
is their inability to eamn and retain
profits,” he said.

"‘Figures from a 1989 survey of 31
Australian dairy co-operatives show
that they financed only 8 per cent of
assets with issued capital.

“*Additional equity capital will have
to be supplied by farmer members or
the public and co-operatives will
have to take on additional long term
debt to provide the necessary
financing,”” he said.

Financing options used by US dairy
co-operatives included revolving
funds, deductions from
producer-members’ milk cheques
known as ‘unit capita retains’, base
capital plans and the recent growth of
joint ventures.
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A continuing downturmm for
Australia’s rural sector was
confirmed by the Agricultural
Finance Survey preliminary
estimates released in late May
by the Australian Bureau of
Statistics.

In 1991-92 the turmnover of
farm businesses was $18,372
million, 4.3 per cent below the
1990-91 turnover and 15.8 per
cent below turnover in 1989-
90. )
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Unlike the previous year, not all
agricultural industries were
adversely affected by the down-
turn. The largest decreases in tur-
nover from 1990-91 to 1991-92
were recorded by the sheep-meat
cattle industry (down 24 per cent)
and sheep industry (down 22 per
cent). However, there were some
industries that recorded increases
in turnover with milk cattle (up 13
per cent) vegetables (up 10 per
cent) and cereal grain and oilseeds

UPS & DOWNs

(up 10 per cent) recording the
greatest increases.

All states except South Austra-
lia recorded a decrease in tur-
nover between the years 1990
and 1992.

However, South Australia
remained well down on the
figure for 1989-90.

The largest decrease over the
1990 to 1992 period occurred
in New South Wales.
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JACK GREEN CHURCHILL FELLOWSHIP

Dairy Farmers, Dairy Company & Dairy Organisation
staff are all eligible

Three Fellowships have been awarded so far - 2
to dairy farmers, 1 to a factory employee - in the
first three years. Annual Fellowships can only
continue if the fund reaches the target of
$175,000. It is now $25,000 short. (Thats just 250
donations @ $100 or 500 @ $50).

Help it over the line and improve the chances of

you and your friends in the industry getting a Jack
Green Fellowship. Use the coupon below to make
a donation before June 30 and get a tax deduction.

The Fellowships enable a person of proven merit
from the dairy industry to go overseas for about 3
months and bring back informa m to help us all.
Fares, fees and a living allowance are paid.

Help Yourself, Help Your Industry, Help Your Country

SEP——.

The Jack Green Churchill Fellowship Fund
Churchill Trust - 218 Northbourne Avenue
BRADDON ACT 260!

Please send a receipt for the enclosed tax
deductible donation of $.........ccc...... pay-
able to ‘‘CHURCHILL TRUST - JACK
GREEN FUND’ to:

..... Joo.../93

M

Postcode

MINI MILK BAR

Silclear

Winner of designer performance application award

atthe 1991 N.Z. National Field Days

@ gravity feed

@® 15L/5teats

® moulded hooks fit 1" timber or
3/4" pipe rails

@® solid handle

@ easy to clean [ no tubes

®

back of feeder moulded in 5
litre gradients

Other types available

CLEAR SILICONE
DAIRY TUBING

v LONG LIFE 5 YEARS +

v NO CRACKING/
PERISHING

v EASILY CLEANED

v DOES NOT SUPPORT
BACTERIAL GROWTH
v WELL PROVEN & TESTED

v COST EFFECTIVE/
INCREASE PROFITS

DISTRIBUTED BY:
SAUNDERS & CO (AUST)

PHONE: (08) 2628422

-LOT 1, HENSCHKE STREET

FAX: (08) 2628440
DRY CREEK SA 5094

AH: Stephen Nussio (085) 354050
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The Minsster bas written to Roger
Basham outlingig the steps lo revise
the current SDP.  Fssentially,
review feam has been set up with a
compreheasive brel, which we have
reprodvced for your information. As
you will see from the Briel every
aspect of the No. 7 SDP and the
Mansgement Plan must be exammed
and the Review s major product will
be a consullation draff SDP.

DRAFT
REVIEW
GUIDELINES

Specifically, the tasks include the
following:

To review the recommendations of
the three major reports, prepared on
the Ranges in recent months, by the
Advisory Committee on Planning
(ACOP), the Environment, Resources
and Development Committee (ERD)
and the Local Govemnment Planners
in the Ranges. The review should
result in a document which is more
comprehensible and equitable than
the current SDP, and will implement
the following Govemnment objectives
for the Ranges:

% The maintenance and enhance-
ment of the natural resources of
the Ranges.

% The enhancement of the Ranges
catchments as sources of high
quality water.

% The long-term sustainability of
rural production in the Ranges.

% The preservation and restoration
of remnant native vegetation in
the Ranges.

% The enhancement of the amenity

and landscape of the Ranges for the
enjoyment of all South Australians.

(I) Review the controls on residential
development and land division in rural
areas, by examining the following
options:

% clustering scheme

% rural title scheme

4 land capability approach (consent
provisions)

(2) Review the controls on residential
land division in urban areas within the
Water Protection Area, namely the allot-
ment size prohibitions in the high rain-
fall area (4,000 square metres).

(Only the Liberal Party Altemative
Policy suggested amendments to this
subdivision policy, but the policy is
related to the transfer scheme).

(3) Review the ‘‘transfer of titles”
(amalgamation units) scheme under the
Real Property Act. The review should
examine the following options, or com-
binations thereof:

% Expansion of the current scheme
outside the Water Protection Area.

% Amend the scheme to a transferable
development right scheme, in lieu of
allotments only.

%+ Abolish the scheme, and introduce
other measures to address the objec-
tives.

The review process should consider
whether the scheme is to remain ‘‘man-
datory”’ (upon amalgamation of allot-
ments) or be an optional scheme. The
proposed solution should complement
the development controls outlined in (1)
and (2) above.

(4) Review the area affected by the
planning controls.

(5) Investigate locations for rural living

GOVT. TO REVISE
MT. LOFTY PLANS

zones outside the Water Protection .
Area.

(6) Investigate possibilities for sub-
regional variations to regional poli-
cies.

(7) Review adequacy of measures to
restrict urban expansion.

(8) Review the Mount Lofty Ranges
Management Plan in light of submis-
sions received, and prepare a final
version for submittal to the Natural
Resources Council.

(9) Formulate provisions in the SDP
to address the non-residential com-
ponents of the Management Plan,
namely:

< Environmental protection

L)

< Water resources

% Primary production

< Mining and Mineral Resources
4» Tourism development

% Recreation and Sport

<% Bushfires

The emphasis in the drafting of these
policies will be on land capability
approach where practicable, and will
address the equity issues of the
current controls which discriminate
on owners of groups of allotments.

The products required from the
review process will be:

(1) A consultation draft of the SDP
containing the relevant items detailed
above.

(2) A finalised version of the
Management Plan (to be renamed a
Planning Strategy).

(3) Drafting instructions for revision
of the transfer scheme under the Real
Property Act and Regulations, if
necessary.
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The Farm Financial/ Manage-
ment Advice (FMA) Scheme
provides grants to South Aus-
tralian farmers for independent
financial or management
advice, The grants are part of
the Rural Adjustment Scheme
(RAS).

-RAS is set up under the Rural
Adjustment Act 1992 (Com-

monwealth) which came into
effect on Ist January 1993.

In South Australia, RAS is
administered by the Minister of
Primary Industries through
Rural Finance and Develop-
ment (RF&D), Primary Indus-
tries, South Australia.

What is the grant?

The FMA grant is for an
amount up to $2,000. This
amount can be used in one year
or the total amount can be
spread-over three years.

The grant is to provide eligible
farmers with independent finan-
cial or management advice
which can be used as part of an
assessment of the long-term

GRANTS FOR FARM
FINANCIAL/MANAGEMENT

ADVICE

productivity and profitability of
the farm.

Who may apply?

All farmers may apply. They do
not have to be RF&D clients. To
apply fill out the FMA RAS
application form. RF&D will
assess your eligibility for the
grant.

Existing RF&D clients, with RAS
loans or interest subsidies, may
apply for the grant using the FMA
RAS application form.

New RE&D clients who have been
offered a RAS loan or an interest
subsidy will automatically be elig-
ible for an FMA gra

How do | get an
FMA grant?

You may be offered an FMA
Scheme grant:

O once you have applied on an
FMA RAS application form,
or,

O as a result of a RAS applica-
tion for other assistance.

If your application is successful

you will be sent a letter offering
you the FMA grant. The letter
will list the consultants who are
available under the scheme.

Where can | get
the advice?

As of February, 1993 there are
two groups of approved sources
of advice:

O Agricultural  consultants.
They must be Corporate
members of Australian
Association of Agricul-
tural Consultants (AAAC)

O Accredited members of
the Financial Planning
Association (FPA).

The members of other approved
professional associations may
be added to the register of
consultants by negotiation bet-
ween RF&D and the profes-
sional associations.

If you want advice from another
professional organisation, ask
them to contact the General
Manager of RF&D to discuss
the possibility of their members
being included on the register.

WORDS OF WISDOM

* Attitudes Influence Behaviour
* Change is Constant
¥ Cannot Predict the Future From the Past
* Success Breeds Complacency

* Run A Little Scared

* Willingness to Compete
¥ Commitment to World’s Best Practice
* Get Close to the Customer

Dr Terence Sheppard, Conference ‘93 Speaker
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