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NEW PERSPECTIVE 
IN FORA/AT FOR 
SADA CONFERENCE 
1993 
Wtl/J tile endorsement of Cen­
tral Council, negotiations lo 
/acil!lale a j oin/ SA DA/DIAA 
conference are well under 
way. 

Tile venue WIii /Je the Adelaide 
Hilton,· /)Je program will run 
over a period of two days 
being //Je 8//J and 9//J June,· 
I/Jere will /Je a Gala Con­
ference Dinner on tile nig/JI of 
tile 8//J and //Je SADA Annual 
General Meeting will be /Jelp' 
on Ille afternoon of 1/Je 2nd 
day. 

Please nole tile dates Tuesday 
8//J and Wednesday 9//J June 
f 99.J in your diaries. 

T/Je move lo co-ordinate a j oint 
conference /Jas been fostered 
by a spirit of co-operation //Jal 
will become increasingly 
necessary as //Je Dairy Indus­
try is deregulated to 1/Je extent 
of self regola/ion intended 
under //Je new Dairy Industry 
Act 1992. 

II w;II be important for industry 
participants in tile areas of 
production, processing and 
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marketing to /Jave a full under­
standing and closer affinity 
W!I/J eac/J ot/Jer's problems 
and lim!lations. 

Members/Jip of //Je Dairy In­
dustry Association of Australia 
(DIAA) is open to Austral/an 
,es1denls w/Jo: 
I /Jave an occupational 

interest in 1/Je dairy industry. 
I are engaged i n o, 

commercially interested 
o//Jerwise in //Je application 
of science in toe dairy 
indoslry. 

I /Jave attained a position of 
r espons i b ility of a 
tec/Jnolog i ca l, 
administrative, marketing, 
scientific or 

mediate past Federal President) 
and Bob Snewin (Slate Secre­
tary). 

FLOOD DAMAGE 
I /Jave been thrilled to observe 
t/Je level of support given lo 
flood victims by 1/Jeir fellow and 
ne1g/Jboring f a,mers. 

To //Jose w/Jo were unlucky 
enough to suffer damage I wis/J 
you and your farms a speedy 
recovery alt/Joug/J in some 
cases reinstatement of pasture 
and fences will be slow. 

Thank you to //Jose members 
w/Jo have contributed fodder 
and I/Jose w/Jo have offered 
//Jal valued /Je/pful /Jand. 

educa l i on al ---------------­
c/Jarac/er in or 
COllllecled w1/ll 
t il e da i ry 
industry. 

Roger Bas/Jam, 
Adrian Scott, 
Jenny Harris, and 
I are Jointly plan­
ning tile speak­
ers and formal 
w;//J Rocco Gal­
luccio (Slate Pre­
sIden 1 -Dl4A), 
Peter Thiele (Im-
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RAIN DAMAGED 
FODDER 

TABLE 1 
DOM% ME CP% 

Following //Je unse~sonable 
rains during /Jaymaklflg SADA 
Jointly organised //Je develop­
ment of a task force to look at 
options available to strategi­
cally overcome 1/Jf! nutntional 
imbalance //Jal will occur as 
severely damaged /Jay is led to 
milking /Jerds. 

Best sample 63.9 8.9 16.0 
Worst Sample 45.6 5.8 5.4 
Bulk of rain damaged <50.0 <7.0 <9.0 
Estimated minimum levels of diet requirements are: 
Lactating cows 60-65.0 8.5 13.0 
Dry cows 50-55.0 7 .0 13.0 

DOM - Digestible Dry Matter CP• Crude Protein 
ME - Estimated Metabolisable Energy 

Wtt/J excellent co-operation 
from Oai,y Companies and //Je 
Department of Prima,y Indus­
tries, /Jay samples /Jave been 
co#ectedandanalysed. 

OPTIONS: We are currently 
negotiating options wit/J //Je 
Wlleat Board to: 

Resolts clearly sllow I/Jal in t!J_e 
majority of cases /lay quality 
falls well below desired levels 
as Table r sllows. 

I Esta/Jlis/7 tile nutrient valve 
of s/Jo/ (rain damaged) grain 
(in particular w/Jeat). 

Following Ille depletion of rain­
led green forage, farmer com­
men/s /Jave been il7dica!ive of 
concem regarding cow tllr1ft 
wllicll are consislent w1/ll //Jese 
results. 

I Locate su1lable grain storage 
depots suitable for co­
ordinate access. 

I Esta/Jlis/7 /Jest possible 
prices for bulk pure/lases by 
/he dairy industry. 

I FLJrtller mom/or feeding trials 

''--
• ) t 

at t/Je Ff..:lxley Research 
Centre using .rain 
affected w/Jeat. 
Results at t/Jis ,...,...., 

r.} 
--._ l 

• ) 

;i ................ ~ 

VERY FRESH MILK 
IN ADELAIDE 
RESTAURANT 

The Hilton Hotel in Victoria Square 
launched its new Grange Res­
taurant with a number of ads in the 
Farmer & Stockowner, The 
Advertiser, etc. 
Featured are two models - one of 
which is a rather attractive Friesianl 
Rumour has it getting the cow into 
the restaurant was no mean feat! 
Ian Newman reckons the modelling 
fees are better than milking cows! 
We think the cow had an "Elle '' of a 
day. 

point in liflle 
ifldicale excellent 
results to levels 
as llig/J as r 3 kg 
per day - Boilers 
are being used 

Note: It Is early days 
- T/Je Task Force 
will notify farmers as 
soon as adequate 
data is ava!lable. 
However II may well 
be I/Jal rain dama­
ged grain can be 
used to ca.re/ully 
sopplemenl rain 
damaged /Jay. 

PRODUCTION 
PRICE 
Annual prodoction 
tor Australia t/Jis 
year Is sure to 
exceed 7, 000 mil-

lion /tires. 

SA looks set to exceed tile 
record 411 Million !tires pro­
duced in 91-92 
A///Joug/J export de1T1and 
appears to be sound at 111s 
pO!iJ/ in lime and tile Austral/all 
Dai,y Corpora/Ion is lorecastiflg 
strong demand. I would sug­
gest we would be well advised 
10 reflect on earlier years suc,Yl 
as t/Je time //Je Kerin Leglsla­
!ion was ifltroduced Production 
/Jad climbed to 7, 551 M1ilion 
/1!,es in 1970 and settled back 
to 5,22.J Million litres by 1981. 

However, remain post/Ive, con­
cent,a te on efficiency and 
ensure debt to equity levels a,e 
in o,der - 1/ /Jisto,y repeats 
1/sell we may well need to 
prepare to tlg/Jten our belts 
some time in //Je future. 

Generally manufacturing prices 
r0main low ill Sout/J Australia 
compared w!I/J otller States. 
T/Je Kraft price in Sout/J Aostra­
lia remains a leader wllile Ille 
Central Region price looks set 
to be adjusted from $1. 95 kg lat 
and $4.10 kg protein to $1.85 
kg fat and $4.20 kg protein. 

PROGRESS OF 
CHANGE/STA TEW/DE 
EOl/lTY 
SADA has not llad //Je oppor­
tunity to view_ tile drat( ~egula_­
lions at tile /;me of w11t11Jg /111s 
communique, altllougil a partial 



draft of a Prices Order has 
been circulated /or comment. 

Applications /or new Authority 
members have been called and 
are in the hands of the Minis­
ters office. It is not known 
when the new Authority will be 
appointed. 
State-wide Equity negotiations 
are processing well - yet 
remain at a difficult and deli­
cate stage. 
SADA policies that have been 
developed over the last 2-.J 
years by tl1e members appear 
lo be standing l/Je pressure 
2nd test of time. 
I am conscious that .members 
may feel t/Jat inadequate co11-
s1.1/tat/011 wi!li grass-root da.i,y­
farmers /Jas taken oiace in the 
pas/ few months. , 

l acknowledge Ille level of trvst 
granted by the members of 
SAOA to tile Execvtive 
tllroug/Jovt this dilficvlt stage of 
negotiation, a level of change 
not exceeded in the last 55 
years. 

However I wish to report that I 
believe a nvmber of critically 
important milestones were l'ea­
c/Jed at an indvst;y meeting on 
Wednesday 17117 of Februaty. 
/,7 particvlar, • a bt'-partisan 
approach to industty manage­
ment of the Farm 0ate mark~! 
milk premium through the 
agreement for six Equalisation 
Companies (.J farmers and .J 
processors) with an indepen­
dent chairperson. 
This may appear a logical solv­
tion, yet it has been extremely 
dillicult to reach agreement. 
SAOA has been conce,'lled wtl/J 
the senario that processors 
were negotiating on some 
issues. 
ConseqventlyAdrian circulated 
the document "Statewide 
E'qu1"/y: one step at a time" (in 

order to keep 
members Infor­
med). 
Since that time, 
ii is lair to say, 
tile processors 
/Jave clearly 
shown Il is their 
wish to ensure 
there is lull 
debate on all of 
tile sensitive 
issues. This 
process will 
ensure maxi­
mum scrutiny of 
policies lo t!Je 
ex/ell/ //Jal e11d 
po/at agree­
ments i✓ill /Je 
/1.lllv resear ­
cned r::1l7d well 
ii,?derstood. 

SAFETY GROOVING 

Helps stop 
nslip & fall n 

accidents in 
YOUR DAIRY!! 

Contact DAVID WILLIAMS 

on (08) 383 7323 for any 
information you require , 
or for a free quote. 

/\ ONAL 
CONCRETE SAWING & DRILLING 

•GJenberrie Stud• 
PO Box120 
Kangarilla 
SA 5157 

One area of 
great concem 
to SAOA is //Je 
issve of deduct­
ing 1 c per litre 
off tile regulated Farm Gate South Australia needs to facili­
Price (FGP) 10 cover collection .. tale the same principles of 
costs incurred by tile processor management under sell regula­
post the farm gate. lion . and acknowledge tile 
I believe t/Je p'l'ocessors now opportunity to achieve maxi-

mum commercial efficiency. (1 c 
concede this is an issue that per litre transport deduction on 
musl be addressed wit/Jin tile market milk would remove 
processor agreement.· that lac1: $1 . .JS Million from Farm Gate 
It/ates physical allocations of revenue. 
milk between processors pro-
portional 10 the State ratio of A second area of concern is tile 
market milk sales and supply. method of payment - South 

Australia has led the field in 
In Sovtll Australia tile proces- 11 • t. di • tll 
sor of market milk can, and will., pro 'BIil paymen. :s- vrmg 8 

Past three and a /Jal/ vears. 
collect processing costs from ., • 
the cons11mer. In Victona there The processor suggestion of 
is a processor price regulated changing to litres at a standard 
by tile VO/A to cover all costs Is viewed with extreme concern 
incurred from the farm gate to by SADA for a number of rea­
tlle processing plant. Tile Vic- sons. 
torIan Farm Gate Price stands ;17 particular the intended 
alone and remains a separate penalty of non participation in 
link in tile chain of events prior market milk premiums in the 
to consumer pvrchase. case of non-compliance of 
The VO/A has regulated vest- standards included a minimum 
ing powers over milk to fae1n: standard /or protein eg. II a 
tale //Jis level of management . farmers milk did not reach the 



standard of 3. 1 % protein there 
would be no participation in 
market milk retums. 

SADA believes that distribution 
of the market milk premium on 
a protein basis would convey 
the necessaty and correct mar­
ket signals without a sudden 
death penalty. 

I believe the processors are 
giving due consideration to the 
SADA point of view. Conversely 
we must recognise the need for 
adequate milk standards. 

IMPLEMENTATION OF 
NEW LEG/SLA TION 
Al/hough tile implementation 
dale of the new Ac/, regulations 
and Slate-wide Farm Gate 
Price appear vague al //Jis 
point in lime, I believe every 
effort will /Je made to f u/Jy 
implement //Je new legislation 
and Stale-wide Equity on July 
Isl 1993. 
Implementation of Ille State­
wide Farm Gate Price is con­
tingent upon collection of tile 
2c per 11/re increase in tile 
processors margifl to kick start 
the trans1/1on lo a common sta­
tewide prke. 

SHOW DAIRY 
The planned new milking f aci­
lity at 1/Je Royal Adelaide Hor/1~ 
culture Society s/Jowgrounds at 
Wayville is now progressing in 
leaps and bounds. II will pro­
vide state-of-the-art milking 
mc/Jnomgyrorffiel!00mmaling 
show cows ex/Jib!led at the 
Adelaide spring show. 

The Show Society has agreed 
to a site which is the preferred 
op/ion of ex/JI/JI/ors and Mal­
colm Timberlake from the 
Metropolitan Milk Board is 
working wll/J enthusiasm and 
zest in conjunction . with the 
Society's arc/Ji/eel. 

Plans will /Je available to 
enable full discussion with //Je 
indus/ty representative deve-

lopment group in the next few 
weeks. 

On be/Jal/ of industty I wish to 
convey gratitude to Gary 
Campbell and the respective 
groups w1//Jln the Society for 
their part in this exciting project 
to transform the profile and 
image of the daity indus/ty in 
the eyes of the general public. 

BENCHMARKING 
STUDY 
Following the industty planning 
meeting convened by t/Je ADIC 
in August 1992 and commitl­
menls made by indus/ty lo 
Simon Crean at the point of 
introducing new Federal Legis­
lation, a commit/men/ to carty 
out a benchmarking project 
was made. 

This will /Je a DRDC funded 
project, a consulting group has 
been selected, and the ultimate 
aim will /Je to benchmark farm­
ing, manufacturing and pro­
cessing sectors w!I/Jin //Je /n­
dustry, in order to measure our 
efficiency against world bes! 
standards. 

MARKETING REVIEW 
I understand the Marketing 
Review Committee, chaired by 
Ken Baxter, /Jas tabled an in­
ti/al report for Federal Minister 
Simon Crean. I believe a more 
compre/Jensive report will be 
made available later in tile 
yeaJ". 

T/Jis review may inJ/iate 
c/Janges in //Je operation of tile 
Australian Dairy Corporation 
and possibly c/Jange the infras­
tructure of //Je DRDC. 

HERD RECORDING 
Tile Central Council sub-com­
mil/ee set up to document costs 
of herd recording /Jave t/Jelr 
report printed 10 !Ills Journal. 

In reality 1/Jis report is not 
insulated from Ille sensitive 
issue of the future South Aus-

trallan central testing labora­
tory. 

This report will be taken into 
account by //Je Executive and 
Central Council when resolving 
the issue of the industJY levy 
and future plans for the testing 
centre. 

CONCLUSION 
In summaty I wish to compli­
ment the Executive and Pro­
ducer Director of MMEC John 
Crompton for their effort and · 
dedication through this busy 
period. 
On a light note I must say the 
activities of some younger Exe­
cutive members are qu!le 
diverse. 

Conoratulations to Executive 
member Bronte Wilson on his 
marriage to C/Jeryl Hemer on 
Saturday 6th Fe/Jf'uary. 

On be/Jal/ of all Ille SADA 
members I wis/J to convey t/Je 
ve.ty /Jest wis/Jes to Bronte and 
C/Jetyl for their future life 
toget/JeJ". 

Speaking of Ille 1oge//Je1 
prompts me to quote Ille p1e­
s1dil7g Minister at Maug/Jan 
Churc/J Adelaide when refer­
ring to Bronte and C/Jeryl's life, 
I quote ''Lit el //Jal is what /Jap­
pens while yov af'e making you/' 
plans." 

Also our hearty congratulat1ons 
must be conveyed to f'ecenlly 
retired Executive member Ste­
p/Jen Treloa/' and his wile 
Helen on the birth of !heir first 
child, a daug/7/ef' Casey S/Jan­
non. 

ALLAN MANNING 
PKESIDENT 



BRANCH ANNUAL ~;tu 
GENERAL MEETINGS 

0 MEMBERS - you are invited to attend 
your Branch AGM, or if more suitable, 
you are welcome to attend at another 
Branch. A more updated diary will be 
published in the next Journal. 

0 AGENDAS will be inserted in the 
next Journal. 

0 SECRETARIES please advise Jenny of 
any special additions to your Agendas 
before 25 March. 

BRANCH D~TE VENUE TIME 

Sou them Hills 
Milang 
Northern Hills 
Central Hills 
South Coast 
Myponga 
Onka paringa 
Jervois 
Barossa 
Northern 
River Murray 
Lakes 
South East 

5/4/93 
7/4/93 

13/4/93 
15/4/93 
19/4/93 
22/4/93 
27/4/93 
29/4/93 
11/5/93 
13/5/93 
20/5/93 
25/5/93 
27/5/93 

To be confirmed 
Langhorne Creek Supper Room 
Birdwood High School Library Resource Centre 
Meadows Hall 
CWA Hall Victor Harbor 
Yankalilla Golf Club 
Charleston Hall 
Jervois Football Club Rooms 
Vine Inn, Nuriootpa - Percy's Bar 
To be confirmed 
To be confirmed 
To be confirmed 
Mil Lel Hall 

WORK EXPERIENCE WANTED 

8.00 pm 
8.00 pm 
8.00 pm 
8.00 pm 
8.00 pm 
8.00 pm 
8.00 pm 
8.00 pm 
8.00 pm 
8.00 pm 
8.00 pm 
8.00 pm 
8.00 pm 

Andrew Sarson, year 11 student of Parndana Area School Kangsaroo Island, seeks 
work experience on a dairy farm in the Fleurieu area 15th - 18th June 1993. Please 
Phone Sue Morris at the school on (084) 896 068 if you can assist. 

• • ~ 

CENTRAL COUNCil. 'f._,SAIIA 
MEETING 

WEDNESDAY 31ST MARCH 1993 
FROM 10.00 AM 

ATTHE 

MURRAY BRIDGE GOLF CLUB 
RITTER STREET, MURRAY BRIDGE 



EHTRA 

MOHD 
JOURNAL 

NEWS 

In 1993 SADA will make 
a significant change to 
the way it delivers its 
news to members. Com­
mencing in April the 
Journal will be published 
10 times a year. We found 
that communication 
directly to you, our mem­
bers, needs to be factual, 
informative, interesting 
and above all on time! 

Change is so rapid in the 
Dairy Industry today that 
the eight week period 

Well what a change! More feed 
than we know what to do with. 
This season has been good to 
us, especially the dry land 
farmers. The rain just didn't 
stop (nearly twice the average 
of the last 5 years!). So the 
luceme is still growing and the 
cows are milking well even 
though most of the dry land 
farmers are starting to dry off 
their cows. It's almost a pity to 
have so much feed and not 
enough mouths to eat it. Pasture 
renovation has been successful 
throughout the district with no 
failures that I have heard of. 
Many farmers have been able 
to recoup the cost of 

• • 

between Journal issues was 
just too long. 

So while the Journal will 
come to you more fre­
quently each issue will be 
slightly smaller. 

As Editor the other big 
change I want to see is more 
local stories and contribu­
tions from our Branches, we 
even have a prize for the 
best story! So, why not put 
pen to paper or call me at 
the office if you would like 

EHTRR 

NEWS 
MOHD 

fOUJlNAI, 

to air your views or in­
form your fellow dairy­
farmers about a local 
event which they might 
be interested in. 

These changes are also in 
line with the recent 
review of our Association 
by Jim Raggatt. 

5f.drian 
Scott 
'Editor 

lakes 8 District 
Round-up 

establishment with a cover crop of 
lupins. Unheard of yields - up to 
12 bags per acre - were achieved 
this season. 

Harry Ousley, our vet, commented 
the other day that many farmers 
are having foot abscess problems 
with their young stock. The 
problem is started by bruising on 
rocks etc. from around troughs or 
as they are moved. Another . 
problem to have to deal with! 

Discussion groups are working 
well with the Dairy Vale group 
lead by Zane Treloar and the dry 
land group led by Malcolm 
Crossman operating in our district. 
An interesting trial that Steve 

Scown is co-ordinating is one 
where pasture cuts are taken 5 -
10 days prior to, at, and 5 -10 
days after grazing on 5 farms. 
These cuts are being measured 
and tested to find the best 
grazing intervals. It will be 
good to see the results. 

Congratulations to Stephen and 
Helen Treloar on the birth of 
their first child, a daughter, 
Casey, in February. 

I hope all the old timers' 
indications are true and. that this 
season is another good one 
which we will all be able to 
benefit from. 

JEFF WRIGHT~ 
Lakes Branch President ~ 



HERD TESTING FACTS ~~IM 

• ~ 
PREPARED BY CENTRAL COUNCIL SUB-COMMITTEE 

/John Whel/11111.1, Peter Doman, Joanne Pfeiffer/ 

As you may or may not be aware, changes to the 
present State Herd Testing situation will be brought 
on us by the declaration of the New Dairy Bill 1992: 

"On the commencement of' this Act, the 
Metropolitw Milk Board is dissolved and 
the .Dai.ty Aut/Jon'ty succeeds. JlJe Aut/J­
on'ty must dispose of' 30f herd testing 
equipment to wllic/J it becoJDes entitled, as 
directed bf the Minister alter appropn'ate 
coosultati011 with Associat1011s representiJ1g 
tbe dai.ty 1'!1dust.ty. " 

The Minister of Primary Industries, the Hon. Terry 
Groom, has stated that he will make a directive 
regarding herd recording after consultation with 
SADA and the South Australian Fanners Federation 
(SAFF). 

At the last SADA Central Council meeting, follow­
ing discussion of various herd testing activities a 
Sub-committee was charged with presenting to all 
members a Fact Sheet. This information is to be 
considered by members and their thoughts and 
opinions are to be tabled at forthcoming branch 
meetings, thus enabling Central Council Delegates 
to make an informed decision on this important 
issue. 

THE CURRENT SITUATION: 
1. Levy on MMB market ·milk sales raised around 

$170,000 p.a. All MMB supply area farmers 
have funded the curre~t MMB laboratory ope­
rations since the mid 80s. HISCOL's fat, protein 
and somatic cell counts tested by the MMB at no 
charge for central region farmers since they pay 
the levy. HISCOL pays the MMB'S contract 
price of 4 lc/sample to test South East clients' 
milk. 

2. There are four herd recording operations in South 
Australia 

a) HISCOL, with around 90% of herds recorded, 
offering a statewide service. 

Charges for a 100 cow herd: 

1992 Central South East 
Shed Fee $2.05 $2.05 
FieldWork/HIOcomputer $11.21 $11.21 (Swkly) 
Lab Testing (MMB) nil $3.00 (5 wkly) 
TOTALchargedpercow $13.26 *$15.26 

1993 Central South East 
Shed Fee nil n ii 
Field Work/HIO computer $11.20 $11.20 
Lab Testing (MMB) . nil ($3.00) 
TOTALchargedpercow $11:20 °$11.20 

* full price not passed on ° 5 cell counts only 

Sub sampled at Hahndorf, tested at MMB, 
processed at Yankalilla through HIO com­
puter (Melbourne). 

Charges include membership to ADHIS and 
associated interstate representation. 

b) ROBERTSONS, operating from Murraytown 
in the North to Bordertown in the South. 
1992 
Shed Fee 
Field Work/HIO computer 
Lab Testing 
TOT AL per cow 

1993 prices unavailable. 

nil 
$6.70 
$3.80 

$10.50 
$9.00 

(4wkly) 
' 

bi-mthly 

Sub sampled at Murray Bridge, interstate 
freight to Cohuna Vic for testing. Processed 
through HIO computer. No use of state levy 
funds -no subsidy. 

c) SEHIA operating in the South East 

Charges for a l 00 cow herd: 
1992 
Shed fee nil 
Field work/HIO computer $6.90 
Lab Testing Warmambool Co-op $5.50 
TOT AL per cow 
- mthly cell counts $12.40 
- mthly testing 5 cell counts $10.70 
- bi-monthly $8.00 

1993 prices unavailable. 



Sub sampled by contractor, tested in Warr­
nambool Vic, processed through HIO com­
puter. No subsidy. 

d) IHTA operating in South East 

Charges for 100 cow herd: 
1992 
Shed fee nil 
Field work & HIO computer $7.05 
Lab Testing Warmambool $5.50 
TOTAL per cow 
• mthly cell counts $12.55 
• mthly with 5 cell counts $10.85 
• bi-monthly $7.75 

1993 prices unavailable. 

Sub sampled by contractor, tested at Warr­
nambool, processed through HIO computer. 
No subsidy. 

NB The three independent testing groups number 
20-30 farms each, therefore administration costs 
are kept to a minimum and contractors are used 
instead of salaried employees, thus avoiding 
overheads such as Workcover, superannuation 
etc. 

3. State by State: 

Tasmania: New Dairy Authority conducts the 
laboratory. Field work done by contractors. the 
need to sub sample the milk is removed by using 
alternate am:prn monthly testing. No farmer levy 
and no government funding. Total Cost around 
$13.60 per cow. . 

New South Wales: On farm sampling. Fat and 
protein tested at designated factory laboratories. 
Cell counts done in Sydney at NSW Dairy 
Authority as is computer work. No farmer levy 
and minimal government support. Cost approxi­
mately $13.00 per cow. 

Western Australia: Central testing at Bunbury. 
$14.60 per cow monthly, $10.06 bi-monthly. 
Government funding $76,000 for 2 employees 
until 1995. 

Victoria: Computer work done by HIO and 
testing by 12 co-ops for 33 different organisa­
tions. Farmer levy with UDY approval of 
approximately $60.00 per farm ($550,000). No 
direct Government support. Costs vary between 
$10 and $12. 

Queensland: Central Testing in Brisbane. Far­
mers responsible for sub sampling and gear 
shifting. Testing sub samples from 939 herds 
from the Atherton Tablelands (air freighted from 
Cairns) to South of Sydney for NSW clients. 
Offering 12 month testing with computer for 

$7.80 (plus farmer contribution). Some Govern­
ment support. Proposed levy of $100 on all 
tanners to raise $200,000. 

CONSIDERATIONS: 
The current position will change, especially with 
the loss of the MMB to test HISCOL samples. 
Therefore we must consider: 

1. Is there a need for a Statewide levy? 
0 Can we justify a levy on ALL farmers 

whether testing or not? 
0 For what purpose should we use the levy 

(herd testing &/or herd improvement)? 
0 How big should the levy be? 
0 The levy would be part of a licence fee on 

ALL dairy farmers. 

HISCOL has proposed a levy to fully fund their 
laboratory and based on their proposal tabled at 
Central Council on 30.9.92 every dairy farm in 
SA would pay around $400 to HISCOL to run 
their laboratory (based on 66 cents per test). 

2. What should we do with the current equipment? 
0 Where should the testing take place? 

0 Who should test the sub samples? 
0 Do we need a central testing laboratory? 
0 How would a central testing centre be 

financed? 

OPTIONS: 
1. MMB equipment be transferred or sold to 

HISCOL who would operate a State Laboratory 
service including a service for the independent 
recorders within the State (it should be noted 
that the independent groups are opposed to this 
option). 

2. Independent Statewide Central Testing Labora­
tory be set up with the present MMB equipment 
with service offered for all groups. 
0 Set up in conjunction with processors to 

increase throughput and efficiencies. 
Accountable to industry through SAMH or 
Policy Council. 

0 Laboratory for herd recording only. 
Accountable to SADA or Policy Council. 
Central Testing facilities in WA, Tas, Qld & 
NZ (50,000 samples/day) SA laboratory 
would test between 3-4,000 samples/day. 
Location of laboratory important due to 
freight availability i.e. main traffic routes or 
in Adelaide. 



0 No central testing laboratory. Herd recording 
groups to supply their own lab or send their 
samples interstate. 

3. Financing Laboratory 

Options: 

a) Totally funded by levy on ALL farmers i.e. 
around $400 per fann per year. 

b) Partially funded by levy - Central Council 
proposed levy to remain at present level i.e. to 
raise around $170,000 - remainder user pays 
system per sample. 

c) Totally funded on user pays system - no levy. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
The recommendations to Central Council from this 
sub committee would be: 

I. Central Testing Lab to be established in conjunc­
tion with processors using current equipment and 
staff, accountable to the industry through the new 
Dairy Industry Policy Council. Location central 
Adelaide -possibly MMB site. 

2. Partially funded by a licence fee on ALL dairy 
farms with remainder of funding on a user pays 
basis. Licence fee used for herd improvement 
aspect of testing. 

3. Available to ALL South Australian dairy farmers 
and processors. 

4. Direct link from testing centre to computer 
processing and HIO computer. 

5. The advantages to dairy tanners of competition 
in all fields are enonnous. It is important that 
any decisions we made do not create a mono­
poly. 

CONCLUSION: 
As this Committee has discovered, this issue is 
indeed complex. 

It has been our intention to supply farmers with an 
overview of the situation. (There are many more 
figures available to everyone and will be willingly 
supplied on request.) 

Please take time to re-read this infonnation. Central 
Council delegates need to hear from you and know 
what you need from herd testing. 

The whole herd testing operation in South Australia 
is changing now and in the future so be part of it 
and have your say! 

• Herd Testing Sub-Comm11tee 

26 February 1.9.93 

Are you a small business 
proprietor? If you ·are, • the 
Small Business Tax Advi­
sory Service may be able to 
help you. The service is a 
one-stop-shop set up to help 
small business people 
understand their responsibi­
lities and obligations in 
relation to the Australian tax 

them a broad understanding of 
the tax that will apply in th_eir 
particular situation, and to 
assist with all taxation regist­
rations that may be necessary, 
eg the Group Employer Sys­
tem, the Prescribed Payments 
System and Sales Tax. Clients 
are also provided with a tax 
information kit tailored to 
their business. 

in person. Interpreters are 
available to assist when 
required. In exceptional 
circumstances an advisor 
may be able to visit your 
home or place of business. 
Country callers can phone 
toll-free on (008) 888 594. 

We also regularly present 
seminars and give talks for 
small business people .. Are 
you a member of a group 
who would like to hear a 
speaker on Small Business 
and Tax? Contact the Small 
Business Tax Advisory 
Service. This is also a free 
service. 

It is a free service designed 
to assist all small business 
clients, but is particularly 
useful to those starting out. 
The aim is to provide· small 
business operators with the 
best possible start to their 
taxation affairs by giving 

The service is located in the 
main Tax Office Building at 
65 King William Street, Ade­
laide and the phone numqer is 
237 2083. You can take 
advantage of the service by 
phone or make an appoint­
ment to speak with an advisor 



Many dairyfarmers have 
been affected by the un­
seasonal wet weather. 
Damaged hay and grain 
are two of the big9,est 
reminders of the ' big 
wet". 

A few farmers, however, 
are substantially worse­
off, thanks to floodwa­
ters. Farmers near Mur­
ray Bridge, Langhorne 
Creek ancf Milang found 
whole paddocks flooded, 
dairies under water and 
inaccessible and no im­
mediate pasture for their 
cows. 

At Murray Bridge, Gra­
ham Smart and Joanne 
Pfieffer, as President and 
Secretary of the local 

The damage bill resulting 
from recent hailstorms 
continues to grow. Dur­
in& January 800-plus 
claims have been repor­
ted nationally with esti­
mated insured hail losses 
increasing by nearly $6 
million to over $45 mil­
lion. 

In South Australia in­
surers are paying out bet­
ween $3 and $4 1n claims . 
for each $1 in premium 

Branch, organised donations 
for three of the worst affec­
ted farmers; Bob Hutchin­
son, Bob Joy and John Scho­
field. 

The response has been fan­
tastic - with over 600 rolls 
of hay promised, agistment 
and $2000 in cash. 

Graham and Joanne now 
have the task of distributing 
the donations and collecting 
the hay. Thanks for your 
efforts and to those fellow 
dairyfarmers who rr:i.ade the 
donations. 

Its also been pleasing to see 
how well the farmers 
directly affected have res­
ponded to the crisis. To 
John Lohman, Kanute Lar-

received. The latest hail toll 
figures are: 

Estimated 
No. Insured 

State Claims Losses ($M) 
SA 2,394 18.4 
VIC 1,264 10.5 
WA 1,250 6.0 
NSW 1,009 7.9 
QLD n/a 1.0 
TOTAL 5,907 43 .8 

To ascertain the total 
amount of crop losses, by 

sen, Gerald Shephard, 
Simon Thornton and for­
mer SADA Senior Vice 
President, Ken Turvey, 
good luck w~th the /a.s­
ture renovation an 1n 
rebuilding fences, tracks 
and levee banks! 

Looking at the response 
of fellow dairyfarmers, its 
interesting to compare 
their timely offers with 
the government response 
- officially nothing -still 
waiting on Canberra. 

Raspberries to the State 
and Federal Governments 
- its a dis gr ace! 

Adrian Scott 
SADA Executive Officer 

taking into account unin­
surecf and under-insured 
crops, these figures could 
possibly more than dou­
ble. 

More than 70% of claims 
have been settled with the 
remainder being settled as 
soon as the final loss 
assessments have been 
completed. 

Insurance Council o/ 
Australia Limited 



NSW MANUFACTURING 
PRICES 

HOIY DO IY.i COMPAK.i? 
Ever wanted to compare your returns with 
other dairyfarmers? Perhaps that's easy if 
production patterns are similar and there 
aren't too many complications like seasonal 
incentives, volume charges, quality incen- , 
tives etc. 

For many South Australian dairyfarmers 
Victorian payments have been a good refer­
ence or benchmark, altJ1ough their companies 
are more dependent on fluctuating export 
incomes. 

In New South Wales the situation is different 
again. Although it is difficult to make 
straight comparisions, the following price 
information has been sent to us from our 
sister organisation, the Dairyfarmers Asso­
ciation of N SW. 

UNITED DAIRIES 
Period Component 
August to January . Butterfat 

Protein 
February to July Butterfat 

Protein 
(No other payments or backpays) 

NORCO 

Ra..te 
$2.70 
$3.45 
$3.95 , 
$5.40 

Ju ly/Aug, Mar-June Butterfat $2.20 
Protein $4.25 

Sept-February Butterfat $1.80 
Protein $3.40 

(Fari!lers can aiso qualify for a quantity 
bonus', new milk bonus . Components dif­
ferential price (ie unders and ove"Is) applies.) 

BEGA 
foly 92 

Aug92-Jan93 

Feb93-July93 

Butterfat 
Protein 
Butterfat 
Protein 
Butterfat 
Protein 

$2.68 
$4.35 
$2.55 
$3.89 
$2.74 
$4.61 

(Plus quality payment 0.5 cents per litre, for 
all milk with somatic cell count below · 
350,000) 

AUSTRALIAN CO-OPERATIVE 
FOODS (ACF) 
August to January Butterfat · $2.24 

Protein • $4.10 
February to July Butterfat $2.74 • 

ProteiI1 $5. 67 
(Volume factors apply. 0.03 cents per litre 
per 0.1 % fat over and under 3.9%. 0.12 cents 
per litre per 0.1 % protein over and under). 

ACF's manufacturing prices are 7 % high~r 
than in 91-92 and are equivalent to an annual 
average of 25.71 cents per litre for milk 
averaging 3.,9% butterfat and 3.1 % protein. 

How well do the S,outh Australian processors 
compare? • • 

~ The New. South- Wales · payi:nents • ·are 
around.· $6:00~$6.60 per. kg · ' butterfat 
equivalent (25 to . 27. cents per. litre), 
although $8.00 .. pe'r kg butterfat equiva­
lent could be earned from United for parf· 
of the year. · • • • • • 

► Dairy Vale and Farmers Union are cur­
rently paying $5.15 per kg butterfat 
equivalent (afound 21.6 cents per litre) 
plus retrnspective payments and incen­
tives. 

► Kraft cunently estimates their payments, 
including incentives, at over 25 .21 cents 
per litre. 

So the big question is why are South 
Australian dairyfarmers paid so much less 
than their cousins in New South Wales? 

REMEMBER, 2 cents a ~ 
litre means an extra ~ a::- • 
5 million dollars a ~~<P ~ 
year! ~ .. . 

-. • I - ~ 



DAIRY INDUST'RY CT 1992 

JANUARY 1993 • 
♦ Advertisement for applications 

for Dairy Authority positions 
(members) published. 

♦ Request Department of Labour 
to fix members' fees. 

♦ Closing date for applications. 
♦ Interview and select the 

appointees. 

FEBRUARY 1993 
.... Submit recommendation on 

Authority membership to 
Minister for consideration. 

.. ., Prepare in advance, Auth­
ority's recommendations of 
Farm Gate and other prices for 
metropolitan milk production 
areas (prices fixed by Metro-

IMPLEMENTATION 
TIMETABLE 

politan Milk Supply Act to lapse 
on proclamation of new Act). 

♦ Convene the first meeting of the 
Authority. 

♦ Ratify and gazette the above 
prices (use of Acts Interpretation 
Act appears necessary). 

♦ Proclaim the new Act - the pre 
published prices become law. 

JANUARY TO END OF 
JUNE 1993 
♦ Prepare regulations concerning 

the membership and objectives of 
the Dairy Industry Consultative 
Committee. 

♦ Appoint the committee. 
♦ Arrange the ratification of all 

existing licences (expiry date is 
30/6/93 

♦ Develop and refine the following 
in liaison with industry. 

♦ Codes of practice for dairy far­
mers, processors and vendors 
(non statutory but will be con­
ditions attached to licences). 

♦ Statutory code of practice for raw 
milk producers and vendors. 

♦ Farm gate price, wholesale and 
recommended retail prices for 
remainder of State. Price supple­
mentation to be included . 

JULY1993 
..., New iicences come into effect. 
♦ Ministerial order on State farm 

gate price(s) and price 
supplemen~ation ~ 
becomes effective. ~ 

/ ~-=-~-===-~~~~~--------. 
NEW FARM SUPPORT 

222 toll-free during Eastern 
States' business hours. Details 
are also available from the 

SCHEME STARTS a Social Security Teleservice by 
~ calling 13 2468 for the ~ost of a 

2 
local call. • 

0 MAR CH 25!. The recent launch of new FHS 
scheme forms part of a package 

The federal Government's new 
Farm Household Support 
(FHS) scheme, which is to 
replace the Household Support 
component to Part C of the old 
Rural Adjustment Scheme 
(RAS), is to commence ope­
ration on 20 March. 

"Assistance under the scheme 
will be provided in the form of 
a loan at commercial rates up 
to the level of the Job Search 

Allowance," Mr Crean said. "It is 
payable fortnightly for up to two 
years. If, however, the fanner 
decides to leave the land within 
two years, the first nine months of 
the loan will be converted to a 
grant,'' he said. 

Farmers wanting further details 
about the new FHS scheme can 
obtain an infonnation package 
from the COUNTR YUNK infor­
mation service by calling 008 026 

of rural adjustment measures 
that Mr Crean announced last 
September would be introduced 
following a comprehensive 
review of the Rural Adjustment 
Scheme. Under new arrange­
ments, the RAS is now focused 
mainly on providing subsidies 
on the interest costs of a far­
mer's commercial loans and 
training grants to improve the 
farm's productivity and its long­
tenn sustainable profitability. 



COMBINED ADELAIDE 
REGIONAL TRAINING INC. 
506 Henley Beach Road, Fulham, SA, 5024 Ph: (08) 235 1166 Fax: (08) 235 1169 

A GROUP TRAINING COMPANY 

a .15 year old first year 

CERTIFICATE IN ON FARM PRACTICE 
trainee would cost $5.13 
per hour. 

TRAINEES FOR HIRE 
Group Training Com­
panies can also assi.st • 
with initiating rotation of ·· 
trainees from · area to 
area. This would b·e done 

Training initiatives take 
time and effort particu­
larly in difficult economic 
times. 

Times have changed and 
many things need to be 
looked at, re-assessed 
and scrutinized so that 
maximum benefit may be 
achieved by all concer­
ned. 

We believe an oppor­
tunity exists for a new 
approach to training that 

-will benefit your industry 
in the long term. 

It will enable all members 
of the dairy industry to be 
involved in the training of 
people with the necess­
ary skills that will be 
required to cope with the 
effective • management of 
future farm resources. 

The proposal involves 
Group Training Com­
panies becoming the 
employers of on farm 
trainees across the state 
and feeding into the 
course provider Glen 
Aldridge. As the 
Employer, Group Training 

in consultation with in­
Companies will take the dustry and would provide 
responsibility for all the opportunity for 
administration, e.g. wages, .trainees to experience 
workcover, superannuation, different farming methods 
schooling, etc., leaving in- and to see how different 
dustry to attend to the im- practices occur in dif­
portant issue of training. ferent parts of the state. 
Group Training Companies We believe this is an in­
can accommodate the smal- novative approach to 
ler players in the industry training. With your sup­
who may not be able to port you can help create 
employ a trainee in their · .an environment that will 
own right but who in con- lead to ,increased produc­
junction with one or two tivity with better skilled 
other farms can host a 
trainee between them. and productive trainees, 

and, at the same time, 
This is a very cost effective holding them within the 
method of employing rural environment. Our 
people and more impor- employment agency may 
tantly contributing to the also provide a benefit ·to 
Train Australia policy. This your community. 
method of employment will I nterested?. 
enable you to have staff 
one or two days per week Phone Colin Harvey 
or have staff at peak times. 
The net result is a more 
flexible work force. 

Trainees would be leased 
to host employers at an 
hourly rate and hire charge 
is an inclusive cost, there 
are no extra fees ' or 
charges, you only pay for 
productive hours. Currently 

(08) 235 1166 



Trove/! 

SADA SEEKS 
APPLICATIONS FOR 
NEW ZEALAND 
STUDY TOUR ..... 
The 1993 ADFF Study Tour to 
New Zealand will take place 
during the first two weeks of 
June. 

If you are interested in an 
expenses paid (airfare/ 
accommodation/most meals) 

learn! 

study tour to New Zealand, you 
are invited to send a written 
application to SADA. 

Applicants should provide basic 
data on their farming operation 
and include a one page statement 
(maximum) of the reasons they 
would like to undertake the Tour. 

One of the conditions of the Tour 
is that participants write a report 
about the tour and are willing to 

'"t~n4 

address SADA meetings. 

Applications close on 19 March 
1993. The winner will be 
notified personally and 
announced publicly in the April 
edition of the Journal. 

Please bear in mind that the 
spouse accompanying the 
successful applicant will be 
required to pay their own 
expenses. 

I..___RE_A_L_· _V A_L_U_E_F_O_R_M_O_N_E_Y-! _! ! ___. 

*HIGH NUTRITIONAL VALUE 
(Only one with a growth enhancer) 

*EARLIER WEANING 
(Better rumen Development) 

*ECONOMIC - SAVE MONEY!!! 

* CONSISTENCY - 35 YEARS OF SCIENTIFIC 
FIELD AND LABORIATORY EVALUATION 

~SAMPLE PACK IF YOU CALL US 
~AND MENTION THIS AD. 

1Jistrihuted 6y: 
PETER GAY'S AGENCIES 
LOT 1 HENSCHKE STREET 
DRY CREEK SA 5094 

r-;;;~ 1\ 

~."'--
-·-T 

1 
i 

1 
t -

,,.;_,. __ .... :::-:. 

PH: (08) 262 8422 
FAX: (08) 262 8440 



CONGRATULATIONS to Helen and Stephen Treloar 
(Meningie) on the birth of Casey on 8th February 1993. 
Casey weighed 91b 2oz. 
M other and dau ghter are doing w ell. As for the father ... ? 
All a t SADA wish the Treloar family well. 

( ( 

i 

lt's a Girl! 
Cn.ilirtn are {iving jeweJs tfroppei unsu.stainttf from 
n.eaven. • 

~6ert Po[{o{:_{1798-1827) 

PASSING 
BRICKS 
An English company, Alstar runs. They have devised a 
Engineering, has attacked the way of drying the mess and 
growing problem of farm forming it into a brick shape 
waste by inventing a product . which can be used in organic 
which will utilise effluent slur- gardening or - wait for it -
ries from piggeries and poultry fire briquettes. The product 

might be more manageable 
but it's unlikely if its down­
wind potential will be redu­
ced. It may be . better to put 
our genetic engineering 
experts onto the job and 
devise an animal with a 
square chute on the rear, 
which will provide a nifty 
value adding enterprise with­
out the middle man. 

'goyrfer 's line' Stod:Jou;na{ 24 
'Dtctmoer 19 92 

TRANSACTION 
LEVY REDUCTIONS. 
The Minister of Primary In­
dustries and Energy, Simon 
Crean, has announced a 
.further reduction in the cat­
tle transaction levy, result­
ing in an extra $10 million 
per year in producers' pock­
ets. 

Mr Crean said the levy 
would fall to $4.00 for cat­
tle and 86 cents for bobby 
calves, from 1 March this 
year. ''The levy rate on 
cattle has fallen by a total of 
36 percent since November 
1991 - when I announced a 
drop in the levy from $6.25 
to $5.00" 

"I've pushed to get the levy 

rates down as low as possible 
to help cash-strapped farmers 
and to ensure the cattle indus­
try is not burdened with un­
necessary costs. 

''These reduced costs on the 
industry are particularly im­
portant now, at a time when 
the industry will be undertak­
ing herd rebuilding in many 
parts of the country ." 

Mr Crean said the announce­
ment was partly generated by 
decisions at the recent Austra­
lian Meat and Live-Stock Cor­
poration (AMLC) and Meat 
Research Corporation (MRC) 
annual general meetings to 
reduce levy rates, as a result of 

over-collections over the 
past year because of high . 
cattle turnoff rates. 

'' Also, the Brucellosis and 
Tuberculosis Eradication 
Campaign (BTEC) has 
moved into its monitoring 
phase making it possible to 
reduce the levy to $4.00," 
the Minister said. 

REDUCED LEVY RATES 
Old Rate Rate from 

1.3.93 
$5.00/hd $4.00/hd Cattle 

Bobby 
Calves 
Beef 

$1 .01/hd $0.86/hd 

Prod'n 2.43c/kg 2.38c/kg 



c:~ 
MILK PRODUCTION lSTATS 

& SALES 
( NOVEMBER 1992 ) 

1991/92 1992/93 % VARIANCE 
MILK PRODUCTION (million litres) 

South Australia 40.5 45.2 11.7 
(191.9) (212.6) 10.8 

New South Wales 76.8 90.0 17.3 
(378.4) (422. 7) 11.7 

Victoria 548.5 583.4 6.4 
(1,950.8) (2,141.2) 9.8 

Queensland 50.7 59.4 17.1 
(255. 7) (265.9) 15.7 

Western Australia 25.6 26.5 3.4 
(134. 7) (142.4) 5.7 

Tasmania 52.1 55.3 6.1 
(154. 7) (166.7) 7.7 

Total 794.2 859.8 8.3 
(3,066.2) (3,381.5) 10.3 

MARKET MILK SALES (million litres) 

South Australia 13.3 13.5 1.6 
(65.4) (66.5) 1.7 

New South Wales 48.4 48.8 0.8 
(249.1) (251.1) 0.8 

Victoria 37.1 36.2 -2.7 
(188.9) (187.5) -0.7 

Queensland 27.8 28.0 0.7 
(142.1) (145.1) 2.1 

Western Australia 14.1 14.5 2.7 
(72.0) (71.5) -0.7 

Tasmania 4.1 4.2 1 .1 
(20.9) (21.2) 1.7 

Total 145.0 145.2 0.2 
(738.3) (742.9) 0.6 

I ( .... ) - YEAR-TO-DATE SOURCE: ADC DAIRYSTATS 

~-

~ 
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ll4 JY N.iK QUAI,ffY.· 
MILK QUALITY IMPROVEMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES 

David Barbano 
Depar~ment of Food Science, Cornell University, USA 

INTRODUCTION: 
HISTORICAL 
PERSPECTIVE 
In 1938, milkborne outbreaks caused 
25 % of all disease outbreaks due to 
infected foods and contaminated water 
(US Pasteurized Milk Ordinance). With 
the development of new producfion, 
harvesting, and processing technologies 
and improved analytical testing methods, 
the safety information reveals that milk 
and fluid rni1k products continue to be 
associated with less than one per cent of 
reported outbreaks (US Pasteurized Milk 
Ordinance). 

Many factors have caused milk quality 
to change in the United States. Some, if 
not all, of these factors are important in 
other countries. Some factqrs have im­
proved milk quality, while others have 
not. However, total milk quality h~s 
improved. Some of the important factors 
that-have caused changes in milk quality 
are: defined regulatory requirements for 
sanitation, machine milking, pipeline 
systems, better quality of hard metal 
surfaces, better cleaning and sanitation 
material, more rapid cooling of milk, 
longer times of holding raw milk, gene­
tic selection, feeding management for 
higher in ilk production per cow, impro­
ved milk quality testing methods, better 
farm management to prevent mastitis, 
change in the average age of cows in the 
milking herd, and more timely reporting 
of milk quality test results to producers . 
However, a very important change in the 

United States that haS- helped improve 
milk quality was the initiation of pre­
mium payments to producers with higher 
milk quality. 

Most milk quality problems that ori­
ginate at the farm cannot be erased by 
further processing. Tha fundamental 
cause of many oflhese quality problems 
will continue to act even after the milk 
has been processed and converted into a 
finished dairy product. Therefore, raw 
milk quality programs are the foundation 
upon which new, high quality long 
shelf-life dairy products will be develo­
ped, produced, and marketed. 

UNITED STATES MILK 
QUALITY PROGRAM 
PRE-1975 
Prior to 1975, there were few if any 
premium payment schemes that rewar­
ded farmers for producing milk with low 
bacteria· count, low somatic cell count, 
or other desirable milk quality charac­
teristics. At · best, the public health 
requirements of the United States Public 
Health Service/Food and Drug Administ­
ration were the quality program. The 
first version of the Grade "A" Pasteur­
ized Milk Ordinance (PMO) defined the 
minimal milk quality requirements for 
fluid milk products. Grade ''B" milk 
was used for cheese manufacturing. The 
purpose of the Pasteurized Milk 
Ordinance is to help provide for a ready 
availability and the safety of mil'k and 
milk products in the United States. 

In 1965, the public health requirement 

for milk temperature at the time of pick 
up was <lOoC. In 1978, the requirement 
was changed to <7oC in less than 2 
hours for the first milking placed in a 
bulk tank with a· peak temperature of 
< 1 0oC on subsequent milkings. This 
requirement has not changed since 1978. 
In 1965, the bacteria count standards for 
raw milk by standard plate count were 
< I 00,000 per ml for producer milk 
samples and <300,000 per ml for co­
mingled milks. This has remained un­
changed. 

In the area of antibiotic contamination 
of milk, there have been changes as the 
use of antibiotics has changed and as 
the analytical testing methods have 
changed. In 1965, the requirement was 
for <.05 IU/ml by the Bacillus subtilis 
disk assay . In 1978, the requirement was 
no zone with Bacillus subtilis disk 
assay. In 1985, the requirement was 
changed to no zone > 16mm with the 
Bacillus stearothermophilus disk assay . 
As the types of antibiotics change and 
the analytical methods change, there 
will continue to be changes in the 
requirements for demonstration that 
milk does not contain antibiotics. 

Mastitis and the presence of abnormal 
milk in the milk supply was mentioned 
in the 1965 PMO. The recommendation 
was that the farmer should discard 
abnormal milk. However, there was no 
specific guidelines to define abnormal 
milk and very little use of analytical 
methods for determination of milk 
somatic cell count. 



UNITED STATES MILK 
QUALITY PROGRAM 
POST- 1975 
There have been two components of 
change that occurred after 1975 that 
have had an impact on milk quality. One 
has been small changes in the require­
ments for raw milk quality in the PMO 
and the other has been the development 
of milk quality premium payment 
schemes by private processors · and co­
operatives. As mentioned above, the 
requirements for absence of antibiotics 
in milk changed, based on changes in 
analytical testing methods 
for detection of antibiotics. 
In 1978, the PMO initiated 

not part of the officially regulated pay­
ment scheme in most of the United 
States. In most areas, there are protein 
premium payments made to producers by 
cheese makers when the protein content 
of their milk is higher than the market 
average. 

Milk quality payment programs usually 
have requirements for maximum stan­
dard plate count, added water, antibiotic, 
and somatic cell count. Individual pro­
cessors may have different combinations 
of criteria based on their needs. Some 
may have criteria for sediment, acid 
degree value, Pl counts, psychrotrophic 

TABLE 1 

meet the bacteria, antibiotic, and added 
water criteria and have a somatic cell 
count <500,000 cells/ml to receive a 
milk quality incentive payment (Table 
1 ). The differentiation in payment level 
is based on somatic cell count. Some 
programs, usually within co-operatives, 
have negatives for high somatic • cell 
count as shown in Table I. If the 
producer meets the quality payment 
criteria, then he is eligible to receive a 
protein bonus for protein content of milk 
that is above the market average. 

RESULTS OF MILK 
QUALITY PROGRAMS 

Like any competitive pri­
vate program, processors 

a numerical limit for soma­
tic cell count that requires 
raw producer milk to be 
<1,500,000 somatic cells/ 
ml. In the 1985 revision of 
the PMO, the level for 
producer milk was reduced 
to < 1,000,000 cells/ml. In 
1993 the PMO will require 
a somatic cell count of 
<750,000 cells/mL for pro­
ducer milk. The PMO pro­
vides a mechanism for 
exclusion of the worst qua­
lity milk and enforces 
requirements for produc­
tion practices, equipment, 
and facilities at the fann to 
protect public health. The 
PMO was never intended 
as a milk quality program. 
This is particularly true 
today as the processing in-

Example of a Payment Incentive Program 
are reluctant to provide 
financial reports of the 
results of their milk quality 

Producer must meet following criteria to qualify: 
Bacteria Count <25,000/mL 
Antibiotics Negative 
Added Water <-0.535H 

payment incentive programs 
to the public. However, 
several observations would 
indicate that the programs 

After qualification, payment based on somatic cell count: 
have been successful and 
that milk quality premium 
payments are of benefit to <100,000 + $0.35/100 pounds of milk 

100,000 - 200,000 +$0.28/ 100 pounds of milk 
200,000- 300,000 +$0. 14/100 pounds of milk 
400,000 - 500,000 +$0.07/100 pounds of milk 
500,000 - 600,000 +$0.00/ 100 pounds of milk 

600,000 - 700,000 
700,000 - 800,000 
900,000 • 1,000,000 
>1,000,000 

-$0.07 / 100 pounds of milk 
-$0.14/ 100 pounds of milk 
-$0.28/ 100 pounds of milk 
-$0.35/100 pounds of milk 

Base price @ 3.5 % fat: $12.00 - $ 13.00/ 100 pounds 

dustry views raw milk as a raw material 
with quality specifications required for 
production of the best quality dairy 
products. 

About 1975, the first processor and 
co-operative based premium payment 
programs for high quality milk began to 
appear in -the United States. These 
programs have been the key to improve­
ment in raw milk quality in the United 
States. Quality payments are made in 
addition to the regular payment that a 
farmer receives based on weight of milk 
and its fat content. Protein payment is 

bacteria counts, etc. Because the pay­
ments for protein in most areas of the 
United States are not regulated, many 
processors have made a linkage between 
the milk quality premium payments -and 
the protein premium payments . F 
e~ample, the producer must meet ccrt&m 
milk quality requirements before Jtc can 
receive any payment for, milk <:ontent 
that is above the market average. Thus, 
satisfaction of the milk quality require­
ments becomes even more important to 
the producer. An example of a simple 
milk quality payment incentive program 
is shown in Table I. The producer must 

the processors. 

Does a premium payment 
incentive have an impact on 
somatic cell count? Data 
presented by James Geyer 
of Wisconsin Dairies at the 
1990 ann_ual meeting of the 
National Mastitis Council 
provides an excellent exam­
ple of how a program has 
been a success for a large 
co-operative (Geyer, 1990). 

The change in somatic cell counts from 
1978 to 1989 in this co-operative is 
shown in Figure 1. They have achieved 
about a 50% reduction in somatic cell 
count for the full co-operative and the 
percentage of patrons in the co-operative 
that have qualified for quality payments 
has increased from about 35 % in 1978 to 
nearly. .90% in 1989 (Figure2). This is a 
clear demonstration that milk quality has 
improved. In addition, by reducing 
somatic cell count these producers will 
achieve higher milk productivity per 
cow. 



l~ 
,:• ·Congratulations ... 

' ... to ·Bronte Wilson (Executive Committee 
member) and Cheryl Herner, who were 
married on 6th February. 

Best wishes from all at SADA. 

Financial incentive programs alone did money for milk. These programs have 
not produce these results. Once financial been very well received. 
incentive programs were offered there CONCLUSION 
was much greatei interest on the part of 
producers to learn how to improve milk Has the program at Wisconsin Dairies or 
quality and more importantly how to have other milk quality programs been a 
"pass" the milk quality tests so that financial success? This is hard to say. 
they could obtain more money for their However, often actions are a better 
milk. The co-operati.ve extension staff at indication of success than data . The 
universities and field staff of co-opera- number of milk quality premium pay­
tives and private handlers have worked ment programs has increased steadily 
together to develop and distribute edu- from 1975 to date. In addition, with time 
cation material and present educational the programs have increased the amount 
programs to help producers improve of money paid for quality. Management 
milk quality. Support of the develop- of co-operatives and private handlers 
ment and delivery of these education have indicated that they have seen 
programs by processors is very impor- improvements in the quality of their 
tant. Many processors have newsletters dairy products and improvements in 
and have published tips on how to cheese yield as a result of the milk 
improve milk quality and get paid more 

Fig. l Fig. 2 

quality incentive programs that they 
have initiated. These trends and com­
ments would support the concept that the 
milk quality premium payment programs 
have been a success in the United 
States. 

References 
Geyer, J.E. (1990), Premiums make 

a difference. hoc. XXX/Xt-7 
AM11. Neetmg JV.qt. Alt?stliis 
Couoc1.I, pp. 14-22. National Mas­
titis Council, Inc., Arlington, Vir­
ginia, USA. 

US Pasteurized Milk Ordinance, 
Grade A. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Food and 
Drug Administration, Washington 
D.C., USA. 

Somatic cell counts in milk collected by a Wisconsin 
Dairies Co-operative between 1978 and 1989 

Patrons in the Wisconsin Dairies Co-operative that 
have qualified for quality incentive payments between 
1978 and 1989 
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AUSTRALIAN DAIRY 
CORPORATION 

Following on from 1991/ 
92' s higher than anticipa­
ted production (which 
totalled 6,732 million 
litres) 1992/93 national 
milk production is expec­
ted to be around 7000 
million Ii tres. Should this 

increase eventuate, it would 
be the highest milk produc­
tion since 1972. 

Al though excellent seasonal 
conditions account for most 
of the increased milk pro­
duction, other factors in­
clude increased use of sup-

OD .. 

plementary feed (especially 
grain/ grain-based mixes) 
and a levelling in dairy 
cow numbers. After a 
period of gradual decline, 
the national herd appears 
to be stablising at round 
1.63-1.64 million. 

Milk Intake by State (million Its) 
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There are a number of coun­
teracting influences at work 
in world dairy markets at 
present which are clouding 
the emergence of clear ,price 
trends in coming months. 
On the positive side for 
Australian exporters: 
0 demand in major Asian 

markets remains rela­
tively firm. These 
economies are also 
experiencing stronger 
rates of growth tnan 
most developed econo­
mies 

I 

0 EC government stocks 
are at manageable 
levels, and · several fore­
casters expect them to 
fall further in 1993. 

0 the . prospects for a 
further cut in EC milk 
quotas appear brighter 
than six months ago. 

0 international demand 
for cheese remains firm, 
and 

0 there will be a positive 
flow-on to exr.ort prices 
from the expiry of cur­
rent EC refund prefixa­
tions in the first half of 
1993. 

However, in virtually 
every product market 
there are some counter­
balancing factors which 
suggest markets and 
prices are delicately 
balanced. 

Separate to the dairy 
fundamentals, currency 
fluctuati.ons are likely to 
play an important role in 
price outcomes in 1993. 

Indicative Export Prices Movements - Butter & SMP 
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Ne,w Dolru Food9 
Meet Consumer 
Demands 
Today's food marketers know 
that consumers of the 90's are 
more health conscious than ever. 

Food. purchasing habits are 
changing constantly as new in­
formation on food, medical, 
nutritional and environmental 
issues is perceived as important. 
Also,· convenience is paramount 
in households across the nation, 
urban and rural alike. Successful 
food marketers, notably those in 
the dairy industry, are meeting 
consumer demands for appeal­
ing, nutritious foods by identify­
ing niches and creating new 
products to satisfy a variety of 
changing tastes and lifestyles. 

Several dairy manufacturers are 
now producing products for spe­
cial groups, such as lactose in­
tolerant folks who cannot easily 
digest milk sugar. This problem 
occurs when the small intestine 
is deficient in the enzyme, lac­
tase. 

More than 50 million Ameri-

cans, one in five, suffer from 
lactose intolerance. The condition 
may develop as children grow 
older and is especially prevalent 
in Hispanic, African American 
and Native American populations. 
Previously, lactose-intolerant 
people had to use lactase addi­
tives, drink special nondairy milks 
or avoid dairy products. 

Two Lactose~reduced Milks ... 
Farmland Dairies, Wallington, 
N.J. developed two lactose-redu­
ced milks, easylac lowfat (1 per­
cent milkfat) and easylac nonfat 
milk. Both contain 80 percent less 
lactose than their regular, lowfat 

. and nonfat counterparts. 

In their "Easy 2%," Dean Foods, 
Franklin park, ill., adds a lactase 
enzyme that breaks down 70 per­
cent of the lactose into simply 
sugars for easier digestion. 

Both brands taste slightly sweeter 
than regular milk but have no 
extra calories. 

Mayfield Farms, a Dean Foods 
division in Athens, Tenn., has 
introduced "Nu Trish Ra/B", a 
whole milk fortified with acido­
philus and bifidus, bacteria that 
aid in digestion. Older people, in 
particular, have little of these 
bacteria in their systems. Nu 
Trish R a/B is suitable for people 
of all ages, including children. • 

"Finding the underserved markets 
is important in milk processing,'' 
says Marc Goldman, president of 
Farmland Dairies and third-gener­
ation • owner of the 77 year old 
family business. 

In as much as ethnic groups are 
showing an increasing demand of 
specialty dairy products, Farm­
land created a kosher milk called 
"Goldman's Select." Processing 
conforms to strict dietary guide­
lines maintained by conservative 
orthodox and Hasidic Jews. 

Goldman also found a special 
niche in the booming multibillion­
dollar weight loss food product 
market. Farmland now produces 
refrigerated, ready-to-drink, 
skim-milk-based Ultra Slim Fast 
for Slim Fast Foods Company. 

The drinks are conveniently pack­
aged in one and two-serving (12 
ounces per serving) cartons. Fla­
vours are chocolate royale, french 
vanilla and strawberry supreme. 

Previously, users of Ultra Slim 
Fast drinks had to mix powder 
with milk or water, or use the 
company's canned skim milk 
powder-based drink which doesn't 
require refrigeration until just 
before use. (The powder and can­
ned products are still on the 
market.) 

Additionally, until 1990, dieters 
could only dream of skim milk 
that actually looked and tasted 
like whole milk. Farmland also 
came out with Skim Plus, a fat­
frec, cholesterol-free, real milk. It 
contains only 100 calories per 



8-ounce serving. With the addition 
of nonfat milk solids, it boasts 24 
percent more protein and 12 per­
cent more calcium than whole 
milk. 

Dean Foods competes in the mar­
ket place with "Extra Lean" non­
fat milk. 

Country Lake Foods, a division of 
Land O'Lakes, Minneapolis, intro­
duced low-cal, hi-protein "Tasty, 
Light and Creamy" (TLC). The 
TLC line comes in 1 percent, 
nonfat and 1 percent chocolate 
milk (with no sugar). 

Dairy products have made their 
way to the refrigerated juice sec­
tion of the supennarket. Marigold 
Foods, Minneapolis, just came out 
with a unique, new drinkable 
yogurt and juice blend called 
" YO-J" with the Kemps label. 

The innovation captured honors as 
the 1992 New Beverage of the 
Year in the Gorman New Product 
Watch. Flavours include apple, 
orange, peach and strawberry, the 
fonner two being the most popular 
juices and the latter two the most 
popular yogurts. 

Linda L. Leake 

1)11/rg 
Farmers 
Need 
Relief 
Millters 
Want an interesting job with 
variety and some travel? Like to 
work with people and cows? Want 
to provide a real service to the 
dairy industry, especially dairy 

The Cows 
Tollted 
This 
Summer 
"If cows could talk," wrote W. 
D. Hoard, "they'd . call for an 
improved breed of dairymen." 
Well, the cows did talk this sum­
mer. In a subtle way, they asked 
for better dairymen or, at least, 
dairymen who listen closely to 
what they have to say. 

Cows averaged 65 pounds more 
milk in July in USDA's 21 repor­
ted states than they did a year ago. 
That's more than a 2-pound-a-day 
improvement .. . and unheard of 
5 .2 percent jump from last year. 

What was going on? First, cows 
suffered much less heat stress than 
normal because of the unseason­
ably cool weather across much of 
the country. Wisconsin had only a 
couple of days of 90'=' weather this 
summer. A Des Moines, Ia., radio 
station reported 35 days with a 
low of 50,;, or less this summer, 

farm families? How about relief 
milking? 

The dairy business is in great need 
of some conscientious people to 
take over for dairy farm families. 
Unrelenting milking and feeding 
schedules make dairying hard on 
people physically, mentally and 
emotionally. 

Every relief milking service we've 
heard of is swamped with work. 
One Wisconsin service has five 
employees and isn't taking Ort new 
customers. In the middle Atlantic 
area, the need is so great that 
Dieter Krieg, publisher of Farm­
shine newspaper, lists r~lief mil-

compared to only three or four 
such days normally. 

The first cutting of hay also was 
a factor. While the yields were 
not great, most people got their 
first crop in on time and with­
out rain. The result was that 
excellent hay and hay silage 
were fed starting in early June. 

It is impossible to know how 
much the cool weather contri­
buted to higher production and 
how much we owe to better 
forage. But, it is certain that the 
cows talked to us this summer 
... just as surely as if they had 
left a note in the milk room. 

Their simple, but vivid message 
was that ·cows respond to good 
conditions and good feed. We 
can't order cooler, summer 
weather, but we can make the 
cows as comfortable as pos­
sible. We won't always have 
such agreeable haying weather 
as we had in June, but we can 
hustle to get hay up on time, 
test it and feed accordingly. 

The things that · boosted milk 
this summer were not just '' acts 
of nature." They were signs 
that the cows do talk to us, and 
we should listen ... and hear. 

"Hoards .D,airyma.o" 
.I .I . ./0.92 

kers in some issues as a service 
to his dairy-farmer readers. 

Most people can get someone to 
take over when they have to be 
gone for a day or two. But, 
many would rather pay 
someone, rather than have to 
impose on a friend or relative 
for a helping hand. 

This dairy business, this 
demanding business, needs 
relief. And we believe that this 
represents great opportunity for 
the right people. 

"Ho.ards .D.airymn1" 
25.10.92 
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* "Bless you." 

"I notice you hronght your work home 
again!" 

Why not 

A city bloke went to visit his mate who had a 
dairy farm. 
When he arrived there was no-one at the 
house, so off he went to find his friend. 
As he neared the dairy he saw his friend 
with a bunch of cows. The city bloke couldn't 
believe his eyes as he 
watched the farmer 
walk behind a 
cow, lift its tail and 
kiss it on the bum. s. · ~ 
"Bloody Hell" says the 
bloke. "What you do that for?" 
"Chapped lips," says the farmer. 
"Chapped lips?' says the city bloke. "And 
kissing a cow's bum is some old bush 
remedy, eh? That'll cure em, will it?" 
"Nope,· said the farmer, "but it stops me 
lickin' em." 

send in your 
favourite~ 
joke? ;f!;J 

/A fencing contractor was quoting on a job' 
for a local dairy farmer. 

•How much fence do you reckon you can put 
up in a day?• asked the farmer. 

·oh 'bout a mile• said the contractor. 

•Not good enough; said the farmer. •Last 
feller I had put up so much fence in one day 

,__it took him two days to walk back: 

DIETS are 
for people 
who are 
thick and 
tired ofitl 

"What makes you think I've been 
playing with the ear tagger?" 

'-._.....,-

,· 



INFERTILITY IN 
REPEAT BREEDER 
cows 

-... I ... -----
'Ilianfc. you ... 
to all farmers who have submitted 
material for this project. 

The laboratory investigations are 
currently under way. These are 
being done in batches so results 
will probably not be available until 
later this year. 

~ -------
No more reproductive tracts are 
being collected. However, it may 
still be possible to include a few 
more if you let me know as soon as 
possible by phone. 

Dougias Wiison 
(08} 398 2855 

->~ WANTED T.O BUY ~< • 
Very Old Paintings by Margret Preston M .. P., Will Ashton, Albert Namatijira, H. 
Septimus Power, Jeff Smart, Horace Trenerry and other nice old paintings. Any 
considered. Ph: (08) 271 6842 

'foUfJFi 'limes on the !Farm ..... 

The rural recession really started long 
ago. The rural recession 1\as been 
explained in simple terms by an old 
time farmer: 

CeCsius, anti we never got over 4()', no 
wonaer me 6fooay wheat woufan't 
grow. II 

"It al[ startea 6acf:__ in '66 when they 
0 change£ from pourufs to aoffars -that 

aou6[ea me 6[ootfy overaraft. " 

"'Ilien they change£ acres to fiectares, 
ana I enaea up with omy fiaif tfie {anti 0 

I lieu£. II 

□ 

"'Ilien they bought in IQ.fograms insteatf 
of pourufs • me 6fooay woo[ dip 
aroppea 6y fialf I I 

"~fter that, they change£ rain to 
miffimetres anti we haven It haa an inch 
of rain since. ' ' 

"If it wasn't enough tfiey 6ougfit in 
□ 

''13y this time I' a hatf enough ana 
aeciaea to seff out. I put tlie property 
in tfie agent 's fiands ana tfiey change£ 
mi{es to IQ.fometres. " 

"'J{pw I'm too far out of ~ 
town for anyone to 6uy 
tfie p{ace. '' 

□ 



THE6AAIE 
OFFARAI/N6 
A new hoard game 
scorespoints tor 
Agriculture 

Four farm women in Ontario, Ontario's "Goldern Triangle", 
Canada, are telling agricul- where urban development sur­
ture 's story through the back rounds prime agricultural land. 
door, so to speak. They created The "board" for the AGRIVEN­
a board game called AGRI- TURE game is a picture of a 
VENTURE. People play it just tractor, silk-screened onto a piece 
for fun, but by the time they've of cotton twill. Players move 
finished they may have a better along 100 colour-coded squares, 
idea of what makes farmers 25 for each season. 
tick. 

Players choose cards from one of 
The women are also slipping an four piles, one for each season, 
agricultural message into ele- and move forward by carrying out 
mentary schools via an educa- the activity or answering the ques­
tional-resource package. Its tion presented. 
name, F.A.R.M .-K.I.T., stands 
for ''Fascinating Agricultural Players may be asked to name 
Resources and Machinery _ three vegetables that start with a 
Kids in Touch." Since the "c" . Or they may be told they 
women introduced it in 1989, it didn't pay their bills and have to 
has been purchased by school . go back so many spaces. 
boards across Canada and the Some cards pose dilemmas for the 
US. players. "It is time to bale hay," 
"We don't aim to teach people says one card, "but your neigh­
how to farmers,'' says Verna hour has asked you to go the 
Loewith, one of the partners in baseball game.'' Each player then 
th.e project. "Rather, our pur- decides what he or she will do and 
pose is to use agriculture to rolls the dice. 
teach skills, or, to simply have "Everyone must make his or her 
fun. If in the process, users own decisions," Loewith says. 
develop an understanding of ''The game makes no judg­
farming practices and a respect men ts''. 
for the farming business, the However, the game's Agri­
we 've really accomplished vation" cards throw a wrench into 
what we've set out to do." 

a player's progress. The ultimate 
Loewi th and her business part- "Agri-vation card is the bankrupt 
ners, Doris Popper, Jinnie Wili- card. The player who turns up this 
son, and Eleanor Wood, were card loses all of his or her points, 
especially aware of the need for but, as in real life, must still finish 
farmers to develop a better the game. 
rapport with their urban neigh- The game stimulates discussion 
hours. They live in the Hamil- and gets the message of agricul­
ton-Wentworth area of south- ture across, say the farm women. western Ontario. It's plrt of 

In schools. Meanwhile, the 
women's F.A.R.M.-K.I.T. is 
exposing elementary school 
children to agriculture while 
teaching educational skills. 

F.A.R.M.-K.I.T. is a collection 
of 13 model fann implements, 
along with activity cards, a 
picture dictionary, machinery 
booklet, and a teacher's 
manual. 

One-sixteenth-scale models 
were chosen because they had 
moving parts and were large 
enough to manipulate. They in­
clude implements for tilling, 
planting, and harvesting. 
The children learn how to clas­
sify in one exercise. The acti­
vity card reads: "Line up the 
equipment. Sort the machines 
into small, medium and large. ' ' 
Then there's experimentation: 
"Does a gravity wagon full of 
popped corn weigh the same as 
a gravity wagon full of unpop­
ped com?'' 

In another exercise, the chil ­
dren learn language skills by 
pretending they are one of their 
favourite machines and making 
up a story about it. 
The women say they're pleased 
for ·any part their efforts are 
playing in helping children to 
learn. But they take special . 
pride in knowing that they're 
getting agriculture out in front 
of people. 

"Every once in awhile, 
someone comes up to use and 
says: "Thank you for what 
you 're doing for agriculture,'' 
Loewi th says. ''Thats what 
keeps us going.'' 

/uoeF/11/J 
"Furrow" No . .J 1JJJJ2 

For more information contact: 
V ema Loewith, 
R.R.2, Lynden, 
Ontario LOR I TO 



LIFE IN THE WOMB 
COULD AFFECT A 
RAM'S SEX DRIVE 
Why are some rams better studs 
than others? 

It sounds a bit Freudian, but a 
ram's experience in the womb 
might have something to do with 
how he lusts after ewes. The more 
company a ram has in the womb, 
the stronger his sex drive, 
according to findings by Jim 
Fitzgerald, a US Department of 
Agriculture animal scientist at 

--Dubois, Idaho. He reports that 
rams with two siblings generally 
have much higher intere·st in sex 
than rams born alone or with only 
one sibling. Position in the womb -
might also have an effect. 
Fitzgerald's research shows that 
rams born between two sisters 
have the highest serving capacity. 

CAN FARMERS 
PRODUCE 
ENOUGH? 
Farmers are painfully aware of 
their ability to produce price 
depressing surpluses of many 
crops. Yet, long-range population 
projections leave some wondering 

if farmers will be able to produce 
enough. 

According to some estimates world 
food demand will rise 18 percent 
during the '90s as a result of 
population growth. 

Some say the actual demand could be 
even higher. As developing nations 
gain affluence, diet improvements 
could boost food demand by 20 to 30 
percent, according to the Hudson 
Institute of Indianapolis, Indiana, USA. 

LUCERNE 
CONTRIBUTES TO 
ITS OWN DECLINE 
When stands of lucerne start declining 
after four or five years, it might be 
because of medicarpin, a substance 
found in lucerne's own roots. 

Medicarpin helps lucerne def end itself 
against insects, fungi, and 
competition from weeds and other 
plants, say scientists with the US 
Department of Agriculture. But as the 
toxin slowly builds up in the soil, it 
begins to take its toll on lucerne as 
well. 

When scientists dipped lucerne 
seedlings in a medicarpin solution, 
plant growth slowed 40 percent far 72 
hours. In soils free of medicarpin, 16 
percent more lucerne seedlings 

emerged than emerged from soils 
containing the compound. 

Scientists now are trying to see if 
the amount of medicarpin 
production varies among luceme 
varieties. 

SALTBUSH AND 
BARLEY TEAM UP 
TO RESTORE 
POOR LAND 
Regardless of the consequences, _ 
farmers in parts of the Middle East 
still try to run sheep and raise 
barley on steppe lands devastated 
by years of misuse. 

Scientists with the International 
Center for Agricultural Research in 
the Dry Areas, headquartered in 
Aleppo, Syria, are looking at a way 
to save these lands while taking 
farmers' needs into account. Their 
research involves sowing barley 
between rows of atriplex and 
salsola saltbushes. The saltbush 
hedges protect the soil as well as 
provide feed for sheep. 

LUCERNE AS 
SILAGE NETS 
MORE FODDER 
THAN AS HAY 
A group of farmers in Kern County, 
California, USA, got more tonnes 
of lucerne per ha when they put it 
up as silage rather than baling it as 
hay. Over a -season, seven cuttings 
of lucerne for silage yielded 12 
percent more dry matter than 
seven cuttings taken for hay. Most 
of the yield increase from silage 
making was a result of reduced 
leaf shattering. Because the leaves 
contain more protein and energy 
than stems, the silage also had 
more feeding value. 



~~NO BAD 
FOODS ONLY 

BAD DIETS~~ 
Draft Code of 
Practice for • 
Processed Food 
Packaging 
Completed 
The Grocery Manufacturers of 
Australia has completed its draft 
code of practice governing the . 
provision of consumer information 
on processed food packaging. 
The code aims to encourage the 
proper use of foods through 
accurate and uniform 
communication between the 
manufacturer and the consumer. 
Em Pope, Nestle Australia . 
managing director, gave details of 
the new code in an address to the 
Australian Food Foundation's 
annual conference in Sydney. 
He said that, by far, the biggest 
section of the code dealt with 
health and nutrition messages and 
claims. 
It dealt with issues such as 
nutritional labellin~; use of the 
terms "fresh" and 'natural"; 
nutritional claims; health 
messages; therapeutic claims; 
negative claims; education; and 
advertising and promotion. 
The code also establishes a 
management committee and a 
compfaints handling procedure. 

"There is currently a deficiency in 
well considered regulations 
relating to the provision of product 
information," Mr Pope said. 
"Legislation has a definite role in 

setting safety standards, but is not 
the complete answ~r to the _con;i,Plex 
issue of consumer mformahon. 
Mr Pope said the Trade Practices 
Commission (l'PC) had stressed that 
industry should not wait for 
governments to impose laws and 
standards governing information. 
He called for caution in the use of 
non-industry nutritional 
endorsements, which could confuse 
consumers. 
"This type of approach has the ability 
to create two classes for exactly the 
same food - those with endorsement 
and those without," he said. 
"As the TPC has suggested, we 
should seek ways of making . 
responsible advertising and labelling 
contribute to our products' 
competitiveness. 
"It is imperative that the food 
manufacturing industry t~ke the lead 
in this whole matter and implement 
properly constituted and agreed 
self-regulation." 
Mr Pope said existing labelling and 
nutritional conventions were 
generating misleading information 
for consumers. 
"The current ... attempt to evaluate 
every food product on the basis of 
what is loosely called 'nutrition' has 
produced a consumer mindset that 

evaluates food as ',good' or 'bad' 
and 'healthy' and unhealthy'," he 
said. 
"While ·Nestle Australia supports 
nutrition education and the 
general increase in community 
mowledge, we believe this 
product-oy-product approach to be 
misleading. 
"There are no bad foods, only bad 
diets. We believe that an important 
part of nutrition education is that 
people understand it is the total 
aaily or weekly balance of food 
intake that results in a healthy 
diet." 
"Each foQd should not be 
evaluated on the basis of all 
dietary aspects simply to classify it 
as' good' or 'bad'. Rather, each 
food should be looked at in the 
context of a person's total diet. 
"Advertising, labels and 
promotional material h~ve a 
significant role to play m 
educating consumers in this 
holistic approach. 
"We hope that more emp~asis will 
be given to health promotion 
programs that assist consumers in 
making reasonable assessments of 
total dietary intakes." 
Mr Pope said consumer pressure 
had led to the growing use of 
negative claims, such as "no 
preservatives", "no added MSG" 
and "no cholesterol". 

"Made in the right context, such 
claims can be informative to the 
consumer," he said. "However, 
negative claims ofte_n en~ourage 
incorrect and negative views aoout 
additives and processed foods. 
"As food manufacturers, we have 
a responsibility to ensure that our 
promotional material does not 
include statements or implications 
that foster irrational 'anh­
technology' attitudes or leave the 
consumer with the belief that 
regulatory authorities allow unsafe 
acfditives to be used." 

''Food,reeJ-" / 1. I I.Jl2 



WHAT 
CLAIMS DO 

LABELS 
MAKE? 

Seeing a "cholesterol-free" 
sticker on a banana or an 
avocado makes me laugh. If it 
doesn't tickle your funny bone, 
it's probably because you don't 
know it's impossible for a fruit 
or vegetable to contain 
cholesterol. And do you know 
cholesterol-free foods are often 
high in fat? A recent study found 
that 70% of consumers 
mistakenly believe foods with a 
"no cholesterol" claim, in 
general, contain less fat. 

Eat half a small avocado, for 
instance, and you 're ingesting 3 
1/2 teaspoons of fat. However, 
most of it is the currently 
favoured monounsaturated type. 
Sure, frozen french fries are 
cholesterol-free, but just twenty 
contain the equivalent of 2 
teaspoons of oil. Potato chips 
are another example of 
-cholesterol-free food. Yet 
everyone knows they're 
deep-fried. Most vegetable oils 
on the market today wear labels_ 
touting their cholesterol-free 
status. Still oils are 100% fat! 

Most people think the word 
"light" -sometimes spelled 
"lite" - on a label means the 
food has fewer calories or less 
fat. It could mean that. But it 
could also mean that the food is 
reduced in sugar or salt, or it has 
a lighter texture, colour or taste. 
There's only one way to know 
why a food is labelled "light". 
Put on your glasses and read 
past the eye-catching claims in 
big letters. Read the small type 
on the label for an "en­
light-ening" lesson. 

LET'S 
CHEW THE 

FAT! 
Do you remember, some years 
ago, being told it was healthy to 
increase your consumption of 
polyunsaturated fat? Well, we 
health professionals now know 
that was not very sound advice. 

Today some advocate monounsa­
turated fats as the healthiest. 

Saturates versus monounsaturates 
versus polyunsaturates. Animal fat 
versus vegetable fat. 

The problem is that we don't have 
the whole picture. We do know fat 
is an essential nutrient, and the 
more scientists study it the more 
they realize its complexity. The 
situation is even further 
complicated by the fact that a 
given food can contain several 
types of fat and that different 
people react differently to the 
same fat. 

Fortunately, we have come to a 
point where we can identify a 
major accessory: excess. When fat 
is eaten in moderation, regardless 
of its origin, it isn't a danger to 
your health. 

TEENAGERS' 
NUTRITION 

Anyone who knows teenagers 
knows they have a special 
relationship with the fridge. At 
any time of the day or night, 
you 're likely to find the family 
adolescent standing in front of 
the open fridge asking, 
''What's there to eat?" No, 
their behavior is not motivated 
by a need to drive their parents 
crazy. Actually it's a response · 
to a growth spurt that is nearly 
as intense as when they were 
first born. 

During adolescence, 45 % of 
your skeletal mass fonns. To 
feed this growth alone, your 
body needs great quantities of 
calcium, vitamin D, 
phosphorous and iron. 
Paradoxically, teenagers are big 
consumers of snack foods, fast 
foods and soft drinks. Foods 
that, for the most part, are rich 
in sugar and fat, and poor in 
nutrients. 

A poll on American 
adolescents' eating habits found 
that two of every ten boys, and 
four of every ten girls 
questioned had not drunk any 
milk on the day of the survey, 
even though most of the girls 
were found to be very weight 
conscience. 

Tell the kids a glass of low-fat 
approx. 2 % fat) milk (128 
calories) or a glass of fruit juice 
(I 23 calories) has fewer 
calories than a can of cola ( 151 
calories). Plus with its 15 
essential nutrients, calorie.for 
calorie, milk is the most 
nutritious choice. As for diet 
colas, well, their nutritive value 
equals their calories. Good 
luck! I know what it's like to 
reason with a teenager! 

Sheila Murphy, Dietitian 



UK 
~;NEWS 
(' 

THE 
BRITISH 
DAIRY 
INDUSTRY 
By... -
Ralph Whitlock 
Writer and Broad.caster on Agriculture 

The numbers of dairy cows are 
steadily declining in the United 
Kingdom. They fell from 3 138 
000 in 1986 to 2 765 000 in 
1991 ~ and the trend continues. 
This, however, is not entirely 
disastrous. It is the smaller 
units, occupying a minor role 
on smallish mixed farms, which 
have succumbed. 

The average dairy herd size is 
now 63 cows, compared to 37 
only a few years ago, which 
implies that the typical dairy 
enterprise is a specialist 
enterprise. Farms with a limi­
ted acreage at their disposal 
tend to concentrate exclusively 
on dairying; larger farms run 

their dairy units as a self -
contained enterprise, 
entirely divorced from any 
arable farming or other live­
stock business. 

Britain has to live with a 
limited grazing season. An 
old rule-of-thumb is that far­
mers have to produce, in six 
months of the year, enough 
food to keep their livestock 
in the other six months. The 
natural consequence is a 
glut of milk in spring, when 
the grass is growing. 

To counter this state of 
affairs the milk pricing struc­
ture is so arranged that the 

highest prices are paid for milk 
produced in August. Milk 
prices are about 25% higher 
between July and October; 
and it is, therefore, not sur­
prising to find producers shift­
ing their calving patterns. 

The most popular breeds of 
dairy cattle are Friesian (Hol­
stein}, Ayrshire, Guernsey and 
Jersey. One of the most 
notable trends of the past few 
years has been the increasing 
influence of . Holstein blood, 
from Canada and the US, on 
British black-and-white c2ttle. 
This has given rise to doubts 
about the potential dangers of 
inbreeding from the progeny 
of a few well-used sires now ln 
wide circulation. 

In pasture management there 
are few new developments, 
except an increase in the "buf­
f er feeding" of silage, hay or 
straw, to part or all of the cows 
in a herd when grass is not 
olentiful or has become too 
wet to be digestible. General 
levels of nitrogen are being 
reduced, due mainly to costs. 

Three quarters of Britain's 6 
879 600 hectares of grassland 
is deficient in sodium, and 
redressing the balance would 
have dramatic effects on both 
cow and grass. In three years 
of trials it was consistently 
found that feeding of supple­
mentary sodium increased 
grass growth and digestibility; 
cows found the sodium-enri­
ched grass more palatable; 
they grazed longer and pro­
duced more milk and more 
weight gain. Highly productive 
grasses, such as rye-grass 
and cocksfoot, as well as 
white clover, thrive on sodium 
and have a high content in 
their leaves. 

I Special thanks to the 
British Consulate-General, 
Sydney. 



FROM THE DAIRY 

PIZZA TOPPED OMELETTE 

Serves 4-6 Preparation: 15 mins. 

8 eggs 
pepper 
6 tbsp BUTTER 
3 spring on ions, finely chopped 

1/2 clove garlic, finely chopped 

4 tomatoes , sliced 

11/2 cups grated Cheddar CHEESE 

anchovi es or 8 ham or salami strips 

black olives, stoned and halved 

Beat eggs, add pepper. Heat butter 
and add onions and garlic. Add eggs 
and cook gently until underside is just 
se t. Remove from heat, arrange 
tomatoes on top , sprinkle with the 
cheese. Place under a hot griller until 
cheese is bubbling and golden. 

Arrange anchovies or ham strips in a 
lattice design. Arrange olives on top . 
Serve cut into wedges , accomp anied 
by salads and bread. 

CHEESE AND BEEF BALLS 

Serves 4 

Preparation : 25 mins Cooki ng : 20 mins 

250g lean minced topside 

250g finely grated Cheddar CHEESE 

1 cup fresh wholemeal breadcrumbs 

1 egg. beaten 

1/2 tsp . dried mixed herbs 

1 tbsp finely chopped parsley 

2 cups beef stock 
2 onions, finely sliced 
, carrot. thinly sliced 

2 tomatoes. chopped 

little pepper 

Mix topside , cheese, breadcrumbs, egg. herbs and 
oarsley. Form into 12 balls . Place remaining 
ingredients into a saucepan and bring to a simmer. 
Cook gently for 1 O minutes. Add the meatballs and 
simmer for 20 minutes. 

TO THE TABLE 

Cheese is one of our oldes t •i nstant 
foods" requ iring little or no pre­
paration .. It is concentrated food 
value too , a 3 cm cube (35g) of 
cheese is equivalent to 1 cup (250ml) 
milk. 

INSTANT CHICKEN MORNAY 

Serves 6 
Preparation: 20 mins Cooking: 25 mins 

2 tbsp BUTTER 

3 tbsp flour 

salt and pepper 
1 cup fu ll cream MI LK 

1/2 cup ch icken stock 

1 barbequed chicken, meat cubed 

2 hard boiled eggs, chopped 

1 tbsp chopped parsley 

2 spring onions, ch opped 

4 tbsp CR EAM 

TOPPING : 

1 cup breadcrumbs 

60g BUTTER 
1 cup grated CHEESE 
Melt butter. add flour and cook 2 minutes , 
sti rri ng cons tantly. Add seasoning, milk and 
stock gradually and sti r umil sauce thick ens. 
Mix chicken, sauce and all oth er ingredients 
except topping and spoon into casserole. Fry 
crumbs in me!ted butter and spread on chicken. 
Sprinkle with cheese. Cook on high shelf in a 
preheated oven fo r 20-25 minutes. May be made 
up in advance and reheated. 
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CONFERENCE '93: THE BIG ONE 
1992 was a year of conflict in the 
dairy industry. 1993 will be a year of 
teamwork. We will see d airyfarmers 
united across this State working con­
structively with Farmeis Union, Dairy 
Vale and Kraft to build our industry. 
In keeping wi th this sp irit, SADA has 
decided to join forces wi th the Dairy 
Industry Association of Australia 
(DIAA) to hold this year's Con­
ference. The DIAA's members are 
predominan tly employed by the dairy 
factories. 

The Conference will be held on the 
8th and 9th June at the Hil ton Hotel, 
in Adelaide. A registration form is 
included in this Journal issue. 

Wh ile the move to a joint Conference 
strengthens our industry links, it also 
makes good sense fi nancially. Th is 
ye ar, we wil l be able to attract world· 
class speakers because of our joint 
"buying power". 

All sectors of industry have to be 
prepared for deregulation. Both dairy 
farmers and dairy companies will be 
looking ror continued security to 
develop their businesses wi th con­
fidence. We need to look at the 
in ternational experience to help us. 

Local, National & 
International Speakers 
We are invitmg speakers from: 

Wisconsin Dairies, USA 
to talk about: 

O dairying in the "S!ates", the role 

of co-opera tives and supply 
management. 

o current on-farm issues in the USA 
and help available to farmers (eg 
from their processors, extension 
staff, etc). 

Milk Marketing Board, UK 
o in England and Wales, the dairy 

industry has been revolu tionised 
with the formation of a new milk 
producers association for dairy 
!armers after years of strong 
regulati on. 

We have asked Minister Terry 
Groom to open the Cont erence and 
inv ited speakers include Josh 
Owens on quali ty control and moti­
vation, and Dr. Don McMahon, the 
current USA Dairy Fellow, to name 
just a few. The President of the 
Australian Dairy Farmers Federation, 
Mr. Pat Rowley, will 

The theme of the Conference is "Mak­
ing Your Association More Effective". 

Now for the real reason I want you all, 
as dairy1armers, to come along. Let's 
show the "city-slickers" just what a 
fantastic industry we have. Let's lift 
our image in the "big smoke". 

So circle the 8th and 9th oi June on 
your calendar and prepare for two 
days of top class speakers, a night to 
remember and a chance to catch up 
with good friends. 
Send in your registration form to Jenny 
and claim the "earlybird" discount, or 
ring Jenny for more information. We 
need you there! 

51.tfrian. Scott 
25 9,larcn. 1993 

also address the Con- ---------------­
f erence . Eff luent 
management and the 
future of dairying in 
the Mou nt Lofty 
Ranges are also on 
our list. 

In to tal we have 11 
quality speakers over 
the two days. 

And of course, we 
have a iabulous Con­
ference Dinner lined 
up, which will include 
entertainment and 
dancing. 
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Dairy lndustly ~ ~e;,r Australia 
and tfie 

SoulhAus/ralian L .5.411/1 
Oai/'j'larmers' ~ A I 
Assoc/a/ion Inc. v'\J 

present tfieir com6inea 

1993 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
"MAKING YOUR ASSOCIATION MORE EFFECTIVE" 

8th & 9th June 1993 
Day 1 from 10.00 am - - - Day 2 from 9.30 am 

ana tfie 

ANNUAL DINNER 
8th June 1993 

at tfie 

ADELAIDE 

Victoria Square, Adelaide - Phone: (08) 217 0711 

REGISTRATION - $20 

PARKING 

If you register 
before 3rd May 
1 993 the con­
ference will only 
cost you $15.00. 

Hilton Hotel Valet Parking - $1 o per 
day - closes midnight 

CRECHE 
$8.00 per hour - 5 children maximum -
bookings essential 

ACCOMMODATION 
The Hilton are offering a special Con­
ference Rate of $100 per night for 
single, twin or double accommodation. 

Please arrange this with the Hilton. 

DINNER DANCE 7.30 pm 
$30 per head includes 4-course meal, 
beer, bottled wine & soft drinks. 

Pre-dinner drinks from 7.00pm 
4-piece band 

Live entertainment! 



PROSPECTS FOR THE 
INDUSTRY IN 1993/1994 

Production in 1992-93 will be 
close to a record level of pro­
duction in Australia with about 
7,200 million litres expected. 
The record was set in 1970-71 
when 7,245 million litres were 
produced. In this 22 year period 
the number of farmers in Aus­
tralia has dropped from about 
44,000 down to less than 
15,000. Cow numbers have 
dropped from 2. 6 million to 
about 1. 6 million. Obviously, 
from these figures there has 

been substantial productivity gains 
in the Australian dairy industry. 

The near record production in this 
current year has coincided with 
relatively buoyant prices on both 
domestic and world markets. It 
has also been fortuitous that the 
Australian dollar has seen a sub­
stantial weakening since the Com­
panies announced their opening 
prices for the year. 

The higher than expected level of 
production this year has forced the 

ADC to review its market sup­
port rates for the remainder of 
this year. Support payments 
were dropped by 13. 7 % e ff ec­
ti ve 1st March, 1993. This 
means that the market support 
payments now achieve only 
about 15% support above world 
prices when the theoretical 
maximum level of support 
above world prices provided for 

Continued over .... 
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Dairylndustiy 
Associa~ 
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REGISTRATION FORM 
CONFERENCE $20 (Register before 3 May $15) covers both days, includes lunch. 

8 June Day 1 - 1 0.00am-5.00pm 9 June Day 2 - 9.30 am-2.15 pm 

DINNER $30 8 June includes 4-course meal, drinks, 4-piece band & live entertainment 
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□ 
□ 
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CHEQUE (NO POSTAGE STAMP 
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REPLY PAID 5044 
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13 LEIGH STREET 
ADELAIDE SA 5000 



PROSPECTS FOR THE 
INDUSTRY IN 1993/1994 

.. ... Continuea 

that it will not have any major 
detrimental · impact on world 
prices. 

One of the biggest unknowns in 
looking to the next 18 months is 
what the A$ will be worth 

this year is 22%. It is clear the lowered (or suspended) to make a against the US$. During 1992 
maximum support rates con- real impact. and A$ hit a high of 76 cents 
tained within the legislation The good news is that it is likely and a low of 69 cents. Since the 
will not be a factor in setting Australia will be able to end this beginning of this season the 
support rates in 93-94 or pro- year and 1993-94 with no signifi- dollar has dropped from 75 
bably for any year to the end of cant change in stocks of powder cents to current levels of about 
the current arrangements. cheese, and casein. 70 cents -about 7 % devaluation. 
The lower support rates should I h This has helped exporters im-
not have an impact this year as There is every probabi ity t at prove their returns for this year 
most of the Australian produc- world market prices for the pow- as virtually all export contracts 
• h I d b f d ders, cheese and casein will are written in US$ . 

tton as a rea Y een orwar remain relatively stable for 1993-
sold. However, it does point to 94. However, the EC is, as There will also continue to be a 
the circumstances which will be 

. critical for the start of the always, a critical element in this degree of uncertainty about a 
equation. conclusion to the GA IT trade 

93-94 season. talks. It is now looking like the 
World market prices for butter 1 do not expect EC Production to earliest conclusion to the GATT 
and butteroil are at GA TT mini- rise over the next year. Even round will be 12 to 15 months 
mum and are likely to stay at th0ugh the EC have not imple- away. If this is the case, the 
that level for the foreseeable mented the 1 % cut in quota for earliest possibility for imple-

this year - they have reached 
future due to the oversupply of agreement with Spain and Italy to mentation of any agreement 
butter in particularly the EC produce within their quotas. This would be January I st, 1995. 
(European Community) plus the should mean total EC production The EC and the USA agreed to 
lack of buying from the major will remain stable and could con- most of the elements of the 
market for butter, ie. the CIS ceivably drop slightly in 1993-94. Dunkel text for agriculture last 
countries (formerly USSR) . The possible problem with this November. If this sticks, the 
New Zealand will also have 
substantial stocks of butter at scenario is that the EC could long term outlook for Austra-

manipulate the SMP market to lian dairy is relatively good. the end of this year if the CIS depress world prices by diverting However, if this agreement is 
does not re-enter the market for butter. SMP from the calf feed market. opened up for new negotiation, 

The EC did do a little of this it is difficult to predict what 
Australia too will likely end up earlier this year which led to a would happen. The good thing 
this season with butter stocks in slight reduction in the SMP price is both the EC and the USA 
order of 70% up on closing on world markets. However, it is have budgetary problems which 
stocks last year. With another unlikely the EC will do too much should provide sufficient incen­
year of production at about the to increase export subsidies live for neither of them to 
7 billion litres mark, it is quite because of their own budgetary initiate any escalation in agri-
likely Australia could have problems. cultural export subsidies. 
~losing st0ck at the end of In January the USA announced an Taking all of the above into 
1993-94 equivalent to almost a escalation in the Dairy Export account, it is most unlikely that 
full years domestic consump- Incentive Programme (DEIP) to 1993-94 will be equivalent to 
tion. include sales to countries like this year. On the positive side, 
As has been the case in the Indonesia. The DEIP can have a there is little prospect of a 
past, the levels of butter stocks depressing impact on world prices. substantial (ie. greater than 
could have a depressing impact However, they have often in the 15%) reduction in world prices 
on prices. However, butter past, been unable to fill all DEIP in 93-94. ~* * 
prices would have to fall below opportunities and it is likely this * * 
GATT minimum or the GAIT trend will continue. While DEIP ~ * EC* 

--m-in_i_m_u_m __ w_o_u-ld_h_a_v_e-to--b-e_c_o_u_ld-be_a_p_r_ob_l_e_m_,_i_t -is_m_y_v_i-ew-----~ * i 



19!/3 AOFF National 
Convention 
Bun/Jury in Westem Australia 
was //Je venue for //Je 2nd 
ADFF Convention. T/Jis was a 
ga//Jering of Australia's State 
Dairy Farmer organisations, 
New Zealand Dairy Section of 
//Je Federated Farmers and 1/Je 
Markel Milk Federation of New 
Zealand. 
Stale Legislation and Markel 
Milk disciplines were a feature 
al //Je Convention w/JiclJ inclu­
ded presentations from eac/J 
Slate member of //Je Con­
ference of Australian Milk Aul/J­
orilies (CAMA) · //Je s/alu/ory 
au//Jorilies in eac/J Slate. 
T/Je disciplines included In !/Je 
Statewide Ac/ /Jave now 
/Jroug/Jt Sout/J Australia Into 
step wil/J ot/Jer State Legisla­
tion. 
In fact, Sout/J Australia is now 
a/Jead of some ot/Jer states 
wit/J respect lo disciplines in­
cluded in t/Je Ba/Iara/ Agree­
ment suc/J as "Section 38 type" 
legislation (Section 25 in t/Je 
new Sout/J Australian Act) 
w/Jicll relates to inters/ate 
movement of milk. 
Also, t/Je role of //Je new Aul/J­
ority and t/Je new regulations 
/Jave to be sorted out quickly. 
Healtll, nutrition and generic 
(non-brand) promotions is one 
area w/Jere Sou/17 Australia is 
very muc/J out of step. 
Despite intense lobbying by 
SADA, t/Je Sou//J Australian 
Government /Jas refused to 
assist dairy/armers by omitting 
any provision in legislation to 
collect funds for w/J!le milk pro-

motion. t/Jroug/J t/Je formation of a 
W/J1lst processors are dedicat- Joint venture w!I/J Sada/co, 
Ing 1/Jeir resources to grow 1/Je country's largest milk pro-
"Markel Brands'; SADA is le// duct dislri/Ju/or. 
w//17 tile problem of maintaining I Esta/Jlis/Jmenl of a w/Jol/y-
or even growing our market milk owned subsidiary company in 
sales in Sout/J Australia. Mexico wII/J its own ptlot plant 
I believe //Jere are many rea- and Researc/J and Develop-
sons · wily t/Je total w/Jile milk men/ facility. • 
sales s/Jould be promoted.· I Opening of an office in 

Jo/Jannes/Jurg, giving 1/Je 
I Premium lo farmers - Farm- Board Ille ground presence in 

gate Price 44.6 cents per /tire. Sout/Jern Africa for //Je firs/ 
I Increased revenue lo industry time. 

- to grow Sout/J Australian I Continuing growt/J in tile 
economy Board's consumer pack and 

I To buffer increasing sales of specialised food ingredient 
interstate UHT - estimated to businesses /Jo//J in volvme 
be .between 7 million /tires and product range. 
and 10 mil/ton litres a year I Successful launc/Jes of 

I To arrest falling Market Milk Arlene, a /Jig/J calcium nofl la/ 
Sales - t/Je last 1/Jree moflllls milk powder in Sout/J East 
are consistently 5-6% /Je/Jind Asia and a lull spreadable 
tile same //Jree mont/Js of last Anc/Jor butter in t/Je Untied 
year. Kingdom. 

I To up/Jold tile perception of Pli'O'nrps~ of 
milk as /Jea///Jy food in !/Je :f, 17 ., 

family die/. State-Wide Equity 
I Ensure a posIlive and lasting SADA and Processors are 

ge_neric perception_ in //Je totally committed to starting tile 
mtf!dS_ of yo11ng c/J1ldre1J //Jal new slate-wide system in con­
milk 1s an m/egral part of a Junction wI//J t/Je new Ac! on 
balanced diet. July I SI I 993. 

Export States like Victoria and final negotiating team mem­
New Zealand expressed con- /Jers are: 
ltdence in economic c/Janges CIJaimzao _ Ian Conrad _ A EH 
around //Je world //Jal /Jave in- -------
creased export demand. Howe- Evans & Co 
ver, lvture c/Janges to GA TT are Processors - Bob By/Jam (Krall) 
viewed wl!/J cautious optimism. Gary T/Jompson (Oai;y Vale) 
AII/Jovg/J New Zealand farmers Rocco Galluccio (Farmers 
face a number of internal press- Union Food) 
ures 1/ is interestiflg lo note SADA Be.prese/Jlaliyes - Roger 
some of //Je successful activI/ies Bas/Jam Bronte Wilson and 
of 1/Je New Zealand Dai;y myself 
Board. 
I Investment 117 Saudi Arabia 



New AO/C 
Appointee 
Mr Peter Gallagl1er, a senior 
official of 117& Depar/me/JI of 
Foreig/J Affairs a1Jd Trade, llas 
/Jee/J appoi1Jted Cllief Execu­
tive Officer of tile Australial7 
Dairy I/Jdus/ry Cou1Jci! (ADIC), 
tile dairy industry's policy 
COU/JCIZ 

Peter Gal/agiler llas /Jee/J 01Je 
of Australia's c/J1ef 1Jegotiators 
ilJ Ille GA TT Wll/7 /We/Jty years 
exper1e1Jce ilJ Australian Fore-
1g17 Affairs and Trade Depart­
me1Jts. Formerly Ille Deputy 
Head of tile Australia Missio/J 
to tile Europea/J Commu1Ji/1es 
/17 Brussels, Ile was respol7-
si/Jle for GA TT Uruguay Round 
1Jegotiations on Services and 
Market Access. 
Al7nouncing tile appoi1J/men/, 
Chairman of tile ADIC, Mr Pat 
Rowley, said Ille Australian 
dairy industry was 1'n/er­
nationa/ly very compe/1/ive. II 
recognised Illa/ /Is future 
grow/17 would, lo a large 
ex/en/, depend on securing tile 
/Jest possible terms of access 
lo export markets Illa/ were 
often 17/gllly regulated and pro­
tected. Pe/er Gallagher's con­
siderable experience ill 1iJter­
natlonal trade and commodity 
policy would assist tile Council 
ac/Jieve /Ills grow/17. 

Energy Efficiency 
T/1e ORDC llas found ways for 
manufacturers lo save 15% of 
i/Jelr energy /J1lls l7 l/Je s/Jort 
term: 
I 1/Js/a/llng energy mo/JI/ors on 

equipment wllic/7 needs to /Je 
sutYeyed 

I improving efficiency in Ille 
generation and use of steam,· 

I recovery of waste /Jeat 
I ins/a/ling end use /Jot waler 

sys/ems. 
T/Je milk cooling project at Ille 
F/axley Researc/J Centre will 
/Je used /Jy Ille Soul/J Austra­
lian Industry lo document simi­
lar data in on-farm milk cool-
1ilg. 
SADA in conjunction wi//J 
SARDI, ETSA and Tec/Jsearc/7 
/Jave developed an extensive 
monilor1ilg project lo quantify 
energy sav;ilgs, monetary and 
quality /Jeneflls accrued from 
s/Jock cooling //Jroug/J tllermal 
.transfer. 
Key Players are: 
I Final year mechanical 

eng1ileer1ilg student Peter 
Brown (University of SA) 

I Dr Ro/Jeri Ainslie, Environ­
mental Branc/J, ETSA 

I Bill Jackson, ETSA (dema1Jd 
side management) 

I Tec/Jsearc/7 

I Brian Bartsc/7 and Bruce 
Gra/Jam, SARDI F/axley 

I Adrian Seo// and myself, 
SADA. 

Factors to /Je monitored 
I Heal recovery - De Super­

/Jeater /Ja1Yest1ilg /Jeat from 
compressor. 

I Cooling Tower ef/ic;ency 1il a 
closed pnillary cooling sys­
tem. 

I Cost of coo/1ilg milk wit/J or 
wll/Jout primary coollilg using 
(a) Direct expansion refnge­
ration (/J) Ice Storage 

I Total Plate Counts ac/Jieved 
I/Jroug/7 us1ilg tile range of 
cool1ilg com/J1ila/ions avail­
able at Flaxley. 

Tile end result will accurately 
document gllldelines for dairy 
farmers to make 1illormed dee;~ 
sions on milk cooling systems. 
ETSA are commllled lo assist 
our 1ilduslry to fully cap!lilise on 
low off-peak electricity tariffs. 

Exhibition Dairy at 
Roya/Show 
On 5/17 April Sou/17 Australian 
1ildustry representatives will 
meet wil/7 tile representatives 
of Breed Societies lo floalise 
plans and /Jui/ding programs 
for Ille exciting project lo /Je 
completed in time for lllis 
year's Royal S/Jow. 

ALLAN MANNING, President 

BASIC MILK PRICE FOR CENTRAL 
REGION MARCH 1993 

$1.85 per kg fat 

$4.20 per kg protein 
The Wholesale Milk Buyers and Distri­
butors Association have notified 

SADA, that they will again oive con­
sideration to the Basic Milk r'rice next 
month, at which time there may be 
further reductions in the payments for 
butterfat, but with equivalent in­
creases in protein payments. 
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The Dairy Research and 
Development Corporation 
(DRDC) is investing in a 
major project to examine 
industry performance and 
compare it with overseas 
industries. 

In endorsing the project, 
Mr Pat Rowley said that 
this benchmarking project 
would focus on ways to 
maintain and improve the 
international competitive­
ness of the Australian 
dairy industry. 

The study will identify 
performance gaps and 
the reasons for them, and 
where appropriate, 
recommend ways to 
reduce gaps. 

"This means the project 
will cover the whole in­
dustry, from the farm 
through processing and 
manufacturing to market­
ing and distribution," he 
said. • 

"By looking at the whole 
industry, we are aiming to 
foster industry competi­
t1veness so that it can 
maintain and expand 
export markets and com­
pete better against im­
ports, because this is 
where there is greatest 
potential to contribute to 
the growth of the Austra­
lian dairy industry during 
the nineties." 

The project will also 

guide the Dairy Research 
and Development Cor­
poration in setting its R&D 
priorities. 

INDUSTRY 
INITIATIVE 
The project originated from 
an industry workshop held 
by the Australian dairy In­
dustry Council in August 
which was attended by 
representatives of the farm­
ing, manufacturing, market­
ing, research and policy 
sectors of the industry. 

"The fact that industry and 
the DRDC have agreed to 
an allocation of about 
$750,000 for the project 
reflects its importance to 
the future of the Australian 
dairy industry," said Mr 
Rowley. 

"Because the benchmark­
ing project is funded by 
industry through the DRDC 
research levy, we are com­
mitted to ensuring it 
generates results of practi­
cal use to the industry." 

The project will be co­
ordinated by a steering 
committee representing 
dairy farmers, manufac­
turers, processors, the 
DRDC and the Australian 
Dairy Corporation . 

"But the ultimate success of 
this project will rely on in-

dustry support and parti­
cipation". 

"The results will not only 
help us to build up a big 
picture of overall industry 
performance, they will 
also be useful to indivi­
dual company partici­
pants whilst ensuring that 
commercially confidential 
material wilt not be 
released," said Mr Row­
ley. 

The Boston Consulting 
Group (BCG), a world 
leader in management 
consulting to industry and 
government, has been 
appointed to conduct the 
study. 

Because it is an inter­
nation al organisation, 
BCG has wide experience 
in studying industry per­
formance and inter­
national competitiveness. 

Mr Rowley said he expec­
ted most of the project to 
be finished by mid-year,. 
with the whole job com­
pleted by the end of the 
year. 

"The fin at phase of the 
project will be an inten­
sive period of communi­
cating the results to in­
dustry," he said. 

(\ 
DAIRY RESEARCII ANO 

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
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For Landcare achieve­
ments to be meaningful 
they must be an integral 
part of the core business 
of farming, according to 
Mr Kevin Goss, Land 
Management Division 
Manager, Department of 
Agriculture, Western Aus­
tralia. 

'For progressing to sus­
tainable agricuf ture, the 
commitment, the organi­
sation and the planning 
processes which can be 
delivered by Landcare 
groups must be translated 
into linkaoes with all 
aspects of the agricultural 
industry' , Mr Goss said. 

Mr Colin Mues, a Princi­
pal Research Officer at 
ABARE, revealed that 
from the results of the 
1992 ABARE survey on 
land care practices, 
approximately 24 per cent 
of Australian broadacre 
farmers are members of a 
land care group, 32 per 
cent of broadacre farmers 
have a farm plan of some 
sort, and 6 in 10 of these 
plans include land capabi­
lity assessment. 

'Given this, there is con­
siderable potential for 
Landcare to expand m 
corning years', he said. 

LANDCARE MUST 
BE INTEGRAL TO 

FARMING 
Mr Mues suggested further 
discussion of Property 
Appraisal Schemes was 
required to encourage the 
move towards Ecologically 
Sustainable Devel'opment 
(ESD). These schemes in­
clude detailed reports on 
property characteristics 
and improving the links 
between conservation 
works and property resale 
value. 

Executive 

it will be through the use 
of Cooperative Research 
Centres and the princi­
ples of ESD that economic 
and ecologically sustain~ 
able development can be 
encouraged. 

'There is a need to put 
tremendous effort into 
national recognition that 
it is not just a problem for 
farmers, but for all of 
Australia,' Mr Stocker 
said. CSIRO' s Chief 

Officer, Dr 
John Stocker, 
said that ESD 
is fundamen­
tal to Austra­
lia's rural 
future , and 
all relevant 
sections of 
the Austra-

SAFET Y GROOVING 

1 i an com­
munit y 
should be in­
volved in its 
implemen­
tation. Dr 
Stocker 
recommen­
ded an inter­
disciplinary 
approach for 
tackling pro­
blems of land 
care and 
natural 
resource 
management. 
He said that 
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Farmwide Pty. Ltd. is a price rate for sale to far-
company established in mers and the rural com-
1988 by the state farming munity. The range avail-
organisation members of able includes the models 
the National Farmers' LX 400 a nine pin dot 
Federation to investigate matrix printer at $193, the 
national commercial LQ 100, a 24 pin dot 
opportunities for farmers. matrix printer at $346 and 

the EPL4000, an entry 
Recently Farmwide has level laser printer, at 
sought to identify a range $1,226. The prices quoted 
of computers which would 
be suitable for rural use. are sales tax exempt. 
Compaq computers The EPSON printers 
was approached are available from 
because of their repu- your local supplier of 
tation in the compu ter the computer equip-
market. With business ment. Pl ease ask the 
of over $4 billion, supplier about the 
Compaq is one of "Farmwide" offer 
the top 3 Per- @11~' ~t7-=;.z1~~t,+-/~~l='~==+=i====t\=1 ~~\ ~~

1

3,;:=,~~,\~ and quote the 
sonal Computer 1 , 1 1 , s \ contract number 
manufacture rs in L ~~1/==1==~1============'==\=~\--===--~ "Farm 0 0 3". If 
the world. your local sup-
Compaq is plier cannot 
k help, please 

nown as the premium IBM compatible, contact EPSON in Sydney on (02) 452 
industry standard PC manufacturer. 0666 to obtain the name of your closest 
Compaq products are renowned for their EPSON reseller. 
reliabili ty an d performance. In th e past REMEMBER: 
their range was priced more for th e 
corporate and government markets in 
Au stra lia. They have now produced 
mach in es for small bu sin ess and 
domestic users with prices that compete 
witl1 the ,large range of unknown brand 
and clon e machines. 

The special offer made to farmers and 
1:11e rural community is an excellent price 
for a Compaq machine. The offer also 
includes Microsoft's DOS operating sys­
tem, a mouse and "Windows" a product 
that will make the PC easier to use. 

Farmwide has also approached EPSON 
Australia for a range of printers at a bulk 

Sales tax exem ption on til e purchase of 
computer equ ipment is availab le to all 
fa rmers where it is used mainly (i. e. 
more than 50%) in primary produ cti on 
activities. The use includes "scheduiing, 
sequencing, monitoring, controlling, or 
costing" of primary production activities. 
All primary producers are eligible to be 
registered for sales tax exemption under 
U1e new orovisions of tile sales tax 
!egisiation.' YOLH sales t. ax registration 
number must be quoted wllen ordering 
the equipment. For more details contact 
you r nearest Tax Office branch on 132 
866 for the cost of a local call. 



supplier of DOS-based PC's 
to the corporate and 
government markets in Aus­
tralia. 

illllillliillillllllililllll!ill! 

The ProLinea comes 
standard with a COMPAQ 
VGA colour screen, 
mouse and Microsoft DOS 
5.0 and Microsoft Win­
dows 3.1 pre-installed so 
that you can be im­
mediately up and running. 
the sales tax exempt price 
is $1872. 

Research has been com­
pleted to identify per­
sonal computers which 
would best su1t rural 
requirements. The COM­
PAQ range of PC's was 
found to offer the perfor­
mance, reliability and 
support needed. As a 
result, a special offer has 
been negotiated with 
COMPAQ on behalf of COMPAQ ProLinea 3/25zs If you would like further 

information on the Pro­
Linea or other COMPAQ 
models, then please con­
tact our help line for more 
information about the 
complete range available 
at the N FF discount rate. 
ALL PCs will be bundled 
with the Microsoft soft­
ware listed above. 

farmers and the Austra-
1 i an rural community 
through Farmwide Pty 
Ltd, a company controlled 
by the state farming 
organisation members of 
the National Farmers' 
Federation. 

COMPAQ boasts the 
widest range of personal 
computers on the Austra­
lian market including des­
top, notebook and file 
server PC's. The com­
pany has established a 
strong reputation for qua­
lity and performance, and 
is currentry the largest 

II 

The COMPAQ Prolinea 3/ 
25zs features an 84-mega­
byte hard disk, 4 megabytes 
of random access memory 
(RAM) and a 3.5" diskette 
drive. All COMPAQ PC's 
are backed by a 3 year 
parts warranty with on-site 
service in regional centres. 

INFORMATION AND ORDERS 
A toll-free help-line has been established to assist with 
general information, ordering and service details. Please 
call Compaq on (008) 81 2800 or fax (02) 911 1800. 
All PCs will be supplied and serviced in the major regional 
centres throughout Australia. 

A comprehensive - summ­
ary of farm software avail­
able in Australia is pre­
sented in "Computer Soft­
ware for Agriculture". 

This is a well researched 
publication prepared by 
NSW Agriculture. The 
sixth edition of this pub­
lication summarised some 
600 agriculture software 
programmes that can be 
purchased in Australia. It 
reviewed financial 
management pro-
grammes, software for 

livestock control, cropping, 
environmental analysis, 
landforming and general 
data collection. • 

The seventh edition was 
released in January. It is 
highly recommended and 
is available for $20 from: 

NSW Agriculture 
PO Box 9 

East Maitland NSW 2323 
Attention: Jane Reynolds 

Thanks to NFF and 'The Farmers Voice' 
for allowing us to reproduce these articles. 



BRANCH ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETINGS 

<lJnA 
0 MEMBERS - you are invited to attend 

your Branch AGM, or if more suitable, 
you are welcome to attend at another 
Branch. A more updated diary will be 
published in the next Journal. 

0 APRIL MEETING AGENDAS 
are inserted in this Journal. 

0 MAY MEETINGS - Secretaries please 
advise Jenny of any special additions to 
your Agendas before 20 APRIL. 

BRANCH DATE 
Southern Hills 5/4/93 
Milang 7/4/93 
Northern Hills 13/4/93 
Central Hills 15/4/93 
South Coast 19/4/93 • 
Myponga 22/4/93 
Onkaparinga 27 /4/93 
Jervois 29/4/93 
Barossa 11/5/93 
Northern 13/5/93 
River Murray 20/5/93 
Lakes 25/5/93 
South East New Date 

The Telecommunication Act 1991 
creates wide ranging powers in Tele­
com. This Act is Commonwealth 
Legislation and as such over rides 
any common law right associated 
with the land ownership. 

Section 128, 129 and 131 of the 
Telecommunication Act empower 
Telecom for the purpose of determin-

VENUE TIME 
Mount Compass Community Centre 8.00 pm 
Langhorne Creek Supper Room 8.00 pm 
Birdwood High School Library Resource Centre 8.00 pm 
Meadows Hall 8.00 pm 
CW.A Hall Victor Harbor 8.00 pm 
Yankalilla Golf Club 8.00 pm 
Charleston Hall 8.00 pm 
J ervois Football Club Rooms 8.00 pm 
Vine Inn, Nuriootpa - Percy's Bar 8.00 pm 
To be confirmed 8.00 pm 
To be confirmed 8.00 pm 
To be confirmed 8.00 pm 
Mil Lel Hall To be confirmed 8.00 pm 

THE 
LAW 

of tlie 

LAND 

ing whether land is suitable for its 
purposes to enter on and inspect land 
and do anything necessary or desirable 
for that purpose and for purposes con­
nected with the supply of telecommuni­
cations to construct a facility on over or 
under land. To construct that facility 
Telecom is empowered to enter on land 
and do anything necessary or desirable 

for that purpose on, over or under 
land. The Act more than adequately 
meets any objections to entry onto 
private land or the construction of 
any Telecom facility. 

The only constraint the Act places on 
the exercise of the powers by Tele­
com is the requirement that before 
entering on the land or constructing a 
facility Telecom must give reason­
able written notice of its intention to 
do so. That notice must specify the 
purpose for which Telecom intends to 
enter the land. 

The Telecommunication Act 1991 
requires Telecom workers to take all 
reasonable steps to ensure that they 
cause as little detriment, incon­
venience or damage as practicable. It 
further provides that Telecom must 
compensate the land owner for any 
financial loss suffered or damage 
done and the amount of that compen­
sation is as agreed between the 
parties or as decided by a court. 



MILK PRODUCTION AT 
HIGHEST LEVEL 

"In 1992-93 Australian milk 
production is expected to reach 
7050 million litres which, if 
achieved, will be the highest 
level since 1971-72' ', accord­
ing to Mr. Vernon Topp of 
ABARE. 
"In 1992-93 Australian fann­
gate manufacturing milk prices 
are forecast to rise by 4 per 
cent to 25 cents per litre. As a 
consequence of higher export 
volumes and higher world 
prices, the value of Australian 
dairy exports in 1992-93 is 
estimated to reach $A1005 mil­
lion, 26 per cent more than in 
1991-92", he said. 

ABARE expects . average world 
prices to increase in the medium 
term for most dairy products. But­
ter prices are forecast to remain 
low in the medium tenn, while 
prices for other dairy products are 
likely to rise relative to those for 
butter. 

The general upward trend of 
rising Australian milk produc­
tion is expected to continue in 
the medium term and reach 
7450 million litres in 1997-98. 
Domestic consumption and 
export volumes are also projec­
ted to rise over the medium 
term. 
Editor's Note: At a fece11t 
Austfalian Dairy F aanus' 
Fedua/1011 meetI11g, tbe co11sen­
sus view of fanner.s was a 
nat1011!il produc/1011 fof 92-.93 of 
7200 1ml/Jo11 /Jtres. 

After tbe results of tbe Federal 
elec/1011, anyo11e ta/d11g bets.7 
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Irrigated agro-forestry - a system Sustainable Agriculture at Tatura 
where trees and irrigated pasture and Kyabram, are studying the 
are both grown on the farm - was on potential for irrigated agro-forestry to 
display at the open day of the control shallow water tables, ground 
Institute for Sustainable Agriculture water recharge and salinity. 
at Tatura, Victoria during March this They expect that trees protect pas-
year. ture by keeping the water table 
The Dairy Research and Develop- below the pasture root zone. But, the 
ment Corporation, the Murray Dari- disadvantage is that trees compete 
ing Basin Commission and the with pasture for light, nutrients and 
Department of Agriculture are fund- water. Another concern is that saline 
ing a project to assess the value of ground water may ultimately kill 
irrigated agro-forestry in Victorian trees. 
dairying systems. If the system is feasible, then the 
Researchers from the Institute for project must determine the most 

DAIRY GRAI:N 
R.ATION"S 

eflective way to 
manage it on dairy 
farms. 

The trial, which is 
located at Kya­
bram, features 
eucalypt trees 
(flooded gum) and 

J~r- ··~ 
.-;{,f~l{· .,,;,. --~"-·~ -

grazed periodically, depending on 
growth, and is left unstocked dur­
ing regrowth intervals. 

A key element of the project is to 
determine how the spacing bet­
ween trees affects pasture produc­
tivity. This is no simple task 
because the effect of trees on 
pasture production varies as the 
trees grow. The interactions bet­
ween trees , pastures and water 
tables are complex. 

Researchers are measuring the 
effect of trees on pasture produc­
tion and water use. This involves 
looking at the effect of tree spacing 
on: 
t water availability to pasture 
t shade of pasture 
t pasture productivity 
• ground water recharge. Boost production by 

upgrading your feeding 
system. pastures of peren- Results to date indicate that: 

We specialize in roller mills, 
storage silos, auger-feed systems, 
and in-line concentrate dispensers. 

We visit your area regularly and 
equipment is made to suit 
y o u r s p e c i f i c J.-,-1_:A 

;:;:em:snt:ow for jer)~ J
01~11t ~~ 

A t. •, P. b fj' (c ·) o ue alis tx ene 1/ _:; ,.~ < ---
from our experience. ~ 

VOGT ENGINEERS 
PTY. LTD. 

TARLEE SA 5411 
Phone (085) 28 5260 

nial ryegrass and 
white clover. Floo­
ded gum trees are 
fast growing and 
grow well under 
irrigation. They 
were planted in 
1985, at varying 
densities. The site 
features red­
brown earth soils. 
the water table is 
within two meters 
of the surface . 
The area is flood 
irrigated using a 
similar system to 

t salt builds up in the soil below 
the gum trees (this is worse if 
trees are widely spaced) 

t soil near trees has been consis­
tently drier even after irrigation; 
this suggests that trees have 
effectively protected pasture 
from the water table 

t pasture productivity has 
declined at tree populations of 
more than 200 to 400 per hec­
tare 

t when shaded by trees, pasture 
almost stops growing and water 
use decreases substantially. 

most local dairy The final results and recommenda­
iarms. Pasture is tions will be available in mid 1994. 



From the Dairy To the Table 
GOOD FOOD - Recipes 

As seen on T.V. 

MOZZARELLA NAPOLETANA PASTA 
Serves: 4 

Ingredients: 
250g spirali pasta (or penne) 

1 x 425g can peeled tomatoes, drained 

150g Australian Mozzarella CHEESE, diced 

125g Australian Parmesan CHEESE, grated 

2 tablespoons finely chopped fresh basil 

1/2 cup black olives 
salt and freshly ground black pepper, to taste 

Method: 
Cook the pasta in a saucepan of boiling water for 10 minutes or until just tender. 
Heat the tomatoes in a saucepan over moderate heat, gently breaking them down 
with a wooden spoon. Add the mozzarella, half the parmesan CHEESE, basil and 
olives and season to taste . Drain the pasta and place in a baking dish. Pour over 
the sauce. Sprinkle with the remain ing parmesan CHEESE and bake at 200oC for 
10-15 minutes until the cheese is golden . Serve. 

MEDITTERANEAN EBITJATA 
Serves 4 

Ingredients: 

25g Australian BUTTER 
1 OOg sliced salami or ham 

125g button mushrooms, sliced 

1 red pepper, sliced into rings 

1/2 bunch spring onions, chopped 

5 eggs 
1 tablespoon Australian MILK 

125g Australian Cheddar CHEESE, grated 

2 tablespoons freshly chopped parsley 

salt and freshly ground black pepper, to taste 

Method: Heat the butter in a frying pan and saute the salami, 
mushrooms, red pepper and spring onions for 2-3 minutes, stirring 
occasionally . Lightly beat together the eggs, milk, CHEESE and 
parsley and season to taste. Pour the egg mixture into the pan and 
cook over a moderate heat for 5 minutes until the underside is golden. 
Place the pan under a hot grill for a further 3 minutes until the frittata 
has set and the top is golden brown. Cut into wedges and serve 
immediately with a crisp green salad and crusty bread. 

• 

TO ALL OUR. 
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LAST OAYS OF 
EOl/lTY 
NEGOTIATIONS 
We are 1n •• the last days of 
negotiations for a Stale-wide 
Equity Scheme to share the 
Markel MIik Premium. This 
scheme must ensure: 
I appropriate supply 

management of adequate 
quality milk 

I p roduction meets tile 
necessa,y slr!ngent quality 
requirements 

I maximum efficiency and 
rational sourc;ng of supply 

The flnal stages of these nego­
tiations will be completed by 
Friday .J0//J April Ill order lo 
exped1Ye a smoo//J transition to 
State-wide Legislation on July 
1st 199.J. • 
Since November f 989 we /Jave 
all had numerous opportunities 
to put our own individual points 
of view. 
When asked tile question -
'What scheme do you believe 
should apply.?" -ovr answers 

I ISSN 0049 VOL. 36 NO. 2 MAY 1993 

Ing pal/em, and maybe the 
breed of our dai,y herds. 
Whatever points of view you 
might have, SADA fac1lilales, 
through district meetings and 
Central Council, a forum of 
debate. Likewise Just a quiet 
discussion, on the phone, by 
!el/er, or over the fence has 
been equally encouraged. 
Bui remember, lo lobby a 
point of v;ew successfully, 
there must be a clear direction 
reflecting one point of v;ew -

and Extension Association for 
Dai,y1ng Development in South 
Australia), the SADA Executive 
has developed a package 1n­
cludtng a proposed method for 
ftnancial support. 
As tile end point users of 
research results and extension 
programs, farmers have an in­
tegral role 1n bringing together 
all of the research, extension 
and education expertise relative 
to the dai,y 1ndust,y 1n South 
Austra//a. 

Illa/ of DAIRY FARMERS. I believe funding organisaliO/JS 
SADA and I/Je processors such as the DRDC will recog­
/Jave appreciated the inputs of n1~e Ille valu_e of farmer_ com­

mitment and mvolvemenl Ill pro-individual participants 1n defin­
ing policy. 
I believe etlecbve commtm1: 

ject planning and implemen­
tation. 

cation will remain .... --------------­
the single most im-
portant factor in 
ensuring success­
ful, long-term stra­
tegic plalllllllg Ill 
South Australia. 

REAOO: 
LONG-TERM 
VIABILI TY 

IN THIS ISSUE 
■ MILK FEVER 

CONTROL 

■ CONFERENCE 
REGISTRATION 

would portray an 1ndiv1dual Ila- Following the 
vour, depending o,7 our pers- strong support 

■ ALTERNATIVE 
FARMING 

pective, our age, ftnancial f rom Centra l .o:, 
st/uation. geograpllical loca- Counctl to ensure ¾r,. ■ .. SH OT" 
lion, our /arm management larmer support for WHEAT REPORT 
practices, l1erd size and calv- READO (Research ~ 

. ',)/ -
!PUBLISHED Bl-MONTHLY PRICE $3.00 $30.00 PER YEAR. POSi PAID REGISTERED BY AUSTRALIA POST PUBLICATION NO. SAC 1906 I 

THIS JOURNAL IS PRINTED ON REC YClED PAPER, BECAUSE WE CAREi 



T/Je Sout/J Australian Govem­
ment's decision to separate 
agricultural researc/J from 
policy and extension into //Je 
specialist organisation known 
as Sout/J Australian Researc/J 
and Development lnst!lute 
(SARDI), is a further catalyst to 
stre.'lg//Jen tile role of READO. 

UHTM/LK 
Sales of UHT w/Jite milk con­
tinue to displace fres/J milk 
sales in Adelaide. Alt/Joug/J 
lslarc/J sales /Jave recovered 
slightly, December, January 
and February sales were 5-6% 
down on tile same mont/Js' 
sales (Ile previous year. 
Early t/Jis year, consumers 
were inundated wt//J large 
volumes of cheap UHT milk 
priced at tile ridiculously low 
price of 59c per litre. 
W/J1lst attempting to recover 
from this market bulleting, 
South Australian market milk 
sales suffered another blow 
wi/17 t/Je introduction of an 

advertising campaign promot­
ing Devondale "Smart Milk" in 
a manner that implies it is 
something ot/Jer than UHT. 
I believe that using t/Je word 
'1res/J" for a product w/Jicl7 is 
ultra 17eat treated is misleading 
and deceptive because ii gives 
tile impression //Jal tile product 
is /res/J wllen 1/ is actually long 
life milk. 
I also believe this p/J1/osop/Jy of 
advertising and selling UHT 
.Milk sourced from tile farm at a 
muc/J lower price than the 
regulated Farmgate Price 
(FGP) - is in direct con/lie/ to 
policies endorsed by t/Je indlls­
try and blatantly llndermines 
the support of State Govem­
ments for tile full FGP. 

AOFF NZ STVOY 
TOUR 
On be/Jalf of SADA I wish to 
congratlllate David and Cathy 
Harvey on //Jeir selection lo 
participate in //Je 199.J Study 
Tour o,rganised by t/Je ADFF 

and t/Je New Zealand Farmers 
Federation. 
I wis/J to commend tl7e rl/nners­
up lo, Ille quality of !l7eir appli­
cations and tile way they pre­
sented themselves at t/Je final 
interview. 
I thank David and Wendy 
Kuc.'1el (last year's winners) 
Peter Carroll (Department of 
Primaty Industries) and Adrian 
Scott for their effort in tile final 
selection process. 

CONFERENCE 
Planning for this year's promis­
ing joint conference is proceed­
ing well. Please make su,e you 
,are registered. 
Al !/Jis stage ii looks like SADA 
has been able to secure as a 
key speaker, Dr. B111 Dobson 
from the Centre of Co-opera­
tives at tile University of Wis­
consin, Madison, USA. 
I look forward to seeing yoll at 
yollr Annual Branch Meetings. 

Allan Manning, President 

BASIC MILK PRICE FOR METROPOLITAN MILK BOARD SU PPLY AREA PRODUCERS: 
$1.85 PER KG FAT $4.30 PER KG PROTEIN fo r the month of Apri l through to 30 June 1993 

Fresh A1th11de 
Aids Pro.rperitg 

Although this- article ori­
g,i1ates lro111 Cw,1da, the 
lllessage surely 3ppl/es to 
dallJ" 1i1dustdes .JI/ over the 
world. Our very ow,1 1iHltlst;y 
has be11elltted from s11c/J all 

l attitude .:wd wJ/1 s11rely co11-
11i1ue to do sol _______ __. 

A small but important point, raised 
from the floor of the recent Dairy 
Farmers of Canada <DFC) annual 
meeting in Calgary, und~r co~ed that a 
fresh attitude has taken strong root in 
ihe industry. Producers, processors 
nd other sectors know that they can't 

view themselves in isolation. 

In Calgary, as producer delegates dis­
cussed DFC's standing policies, it was 
suggested that processors need not be 
mentioned in a section dealing with 
harmonisation of provincial multiple 
component pricing systems. Why bother 
to speak of processors in a oolicv 
dealing with producer payments? 

Ontario Milk Marketing Board chairman 
John Core quickly rose to m isl that 
processors be included since they are 
industry partners. Harmonisation should 
ensure that producers and processors m 
any one provmce should not be dis­
advantaged by another province's sv • 

tem. No one disagreed, and 'proces­
sors· stayed in the policy statement. 

This attitude about partnerships has 
never been more important as the 
entire industry copes with major 
changes in markets, consumer trends 
and possible world trading mies. The 
various sectors working together on 
common goals have a much better 
chance 1or success than each one 
working alone. 

Much of the dairy industry's future 
prosperity lies in co-operation among 
,di sectors to satisfy the consumer the 
ultimate Judge of who will prosper. 

Bill Dimmick, Editor 
''Ontario Milk Producer'' 

Official Publicatioo oF T/Je 
Ontario .Milk Marketing 

Bo.rd. 



lice don't 
stand a chance. 

Using Arresi pour-on is like giving your 
cattle o bodyguord against lice 

Because aher you apply Arrest, ii spreads 
quickly around the beast, killing adult lice, and 

,; flf ~ covering your cattle with o 
\W.P'f" "prolective shie!d" which 
, «" remains active for weeks to 
COOPeRS 

kill nymphs ds they emerge from their eggs. 
Arrest is non·irriialina lo cattle and, c«ause 

ii doesn 'i enier the bl~slream, there 's no 
withholding period far meal or milk. 

Arrest means long-lasting proleclion, safely 
and one·shol convenience. And that means 
better iooking, more productive cattle. 

ARREST. 
YOUR 

BODYGUARD 
AGAINST LICE. 



Dairy Industry ~ 
• South Australian L 5AllA 

Assocrae:; Australia 
am£ the Oail}'larmers' ~"" I 

Association Inc. v'\J 

present their combinu{ 

1993 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
"MAKING YOUR ASSOCIATION MORE EFFECTNE" 

8th & 9th June 1993 
Day 1 from 10.00 am - - · - Day 2 from 9.30 am 

am£ the 

ANNUAL DINNER 
8th June 1993 

at the 

ADELAIDE 

Victoria Square, Adelaide - Phone: (08) 217 0711 

REGISTRATION - $20 ACCOMMODATION 
Please complete and return the The Hilton are offering a special Con­
Registration Form on the opposite · ference Rate of $100 per night for 
page as early as possible. Your tickets single, twin or double accommodation. 
will be sent to you. Please arrange this with the Hilton. 

PARKING 
Hilton Hotel Valet Parking - $1 o per 
day - closes midnight 

CRECHE 
$8.00 per hour - 5 children maximum -
bookings essential. Please arrange 
this with the Hilton. 

DINNER DANCE 7.30 pm 
$30 per head includes 4-course meal, 
beer, bottled wine & soft drinks. 

Pre-dinner drinks from =-~-::;-~~~:n.~ 
7. 00pm ·• .. ..:.--::.~ 

t 4-piece band 

Live entertainment! 



CENTRAL COUNCIL ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING 

<lJIIA 
9th June 2.30 p.m. at the Adelaide 
Hilton., Victoria Square, Adelaide 

(after Day 2 of Conference) 

BRANCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS 
0 MEMBERS - you are invited to attend 

your Branch AGM, or if more suitable, 
you are welcome to attend at another 
Branch. 

0 Your Agenda ( on a separate sheet) is 
included with this Journal. 

BRANCH 
Barossa 
Northern 

DATE 
11/5/93 
13/5/93 
20/5/93 

VENUE TIME 

River Murray 
Lakes 
South East 17/5/92 

Vine Inn, Nuriootpa - Percy's Bar 8.00 pm 
Tiver Farm, Gum Creek - (map with agenda) 8.00 pm 
Masonic Lodge, Mulgundawah Rd, Murray Bridge 8.00 pm 
Please see agenda 8.00 pm 
Mil Lel Hall 8.00 pm 

-----------------------------------------------------------~ ~ ---------------------------------------------------------------

·oaiiy lndt.istiy , -- , • " -• , 

Associa~ 
Australia~ 1993 ANNUAL CONFERENCE/DINNER 

REGISTRATION FORM 
CONFERENCE $20 covers both days, includes lunch. 8 June Day 1 - 1 0.00am-

5.00pm 9 June Day 2 - 9.30 am-2.15 pm 

DINNER $30 8 June includes 4-course meal, drinks, 4-piece band & live entertainment 

FIRST NAME LAST NAME 

ADDRESS TO SEND TICKETS TO: 

------- ------------------- POSTCODE -- -- --- ---- ---

P{ease tick._ appropriate bo7tes 
DAY 1 DAY 2 DINNER 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

RETURN THIS FORM WITH YOUR 
CHEQUE (NO POSTAGE STAMP 
REQUIRED) TO: 
REPLY PAID 5044 
SA DAIRYFARMERS' ASSOCIATION 
1ST FLOOR, ASTON HOUSE 
13 LEIGH STREET 
ADELAIDE SA 5000 



DAIRYING and the 
ENVIRONMENT 

The Dairy Research and 
Development Corporation 
(DRD~) is· currently 
reviewmg environmental 
issues facing the dairy in­
dustry, particularly in 
Northern Victoria and the 
Riverina. Based on the find­
ings from the review, the 
DRDC will develop regional 
action plans to address these 
issues. The DRDC is con­
cerned with environmental 
issues affecting both the 
farm and the manufacturing 
sectors. 

Environmental issues affect­
ing dairy farmers which are 
currently being addressed 
by the DRDC include: 
'i' sustainability 
'i' nutrient balances 
'i' effects of irrigation and 

stocking pressure on 
soils 

'i' alternative farming prac­
tices 

'i dairy waste management 
'i farm refrigeration 

~ Sustaina6i{it9 
The DRDC is currently 
funding a study of the sus­
tainability of dairying on 
irrigated farms in the 

• Riverina. 

The aim of the study is to 
identify key issues that may 
limit the sustainability of 
dairying in irrigated areas of 
northern Victoria and south-

em New South Wales. This 
will involve extensive industry 
consultation, with a final 
report available by mid-1993. 

• The report will provide a 
summary on what Research 
and Development is already 
being done on environmental 
issues affecting the dairy in­
dustry. It will also include 
strategies for the future to 
address key issues. This will 
help the D RD C develop a 
Research and Development 
program that takes account of 
environmental issues. 

• 9{p,trient 
'13alances 

Researchers are studying 
nutrient balances in the John­
stone River Catchment area on 
the Atherton Tableland and the 
Wet Coast. 

By studying fertiliser applica­
tion and nutrient movement 
(eg leaching and surface 
runoff), researchers are deve­
loping land management stra­
tegies to improve the effi­
ciency of fertiliser application 
and minimise the export of 
nutrients and sediments. 

This project receives funding 
from a wide range of indus­
tries including dairy, sugar, 
horticulture. 

See more on Bio-~ 
dynamic farming . 
in this J oumal. 

• In:iBation ant! 
Soils 

Tasmanian soil scientists are 
studying the effects of irriga­
tion and the subsequent in­
crease in stocking pressure on 
soil structure and earthworm 
densities. Earthworms play an 
important role in maintaining 
soil structure. 

They aim to develop manage­
ment options for irrigated 
dairy pastures which: 

e minimise soil structure pro­
blems 

e maintain or enhance earth­
worm populations 

e sustain pasture producti­
vity. 

e .Yl.{ternative 

!Farming 
The financial and physical. 
performance of conventional 
and organic (biodynamic) 
dairy farms are being com­
pared by researchers in north­
ern Victoria. 

Results to date indicate that 
per cow production is 20% 
lower on organic dairy farms. 
However bloat, nutrient defi­
ciencies, and reproductive and 
metabolic disorders appear to 
be reduced on organic dairy 
farms. Levels of fluke and 
worm infections were similar 
on the farms studied. 



e 'Waste 

Management 
A review and industry work­
shop has resulted in a techni­
cal bulletin on dairy shed 
waste management. The bul­
letin is currently being pub­
lished and should be avail­
able in mid-1993. 

The workshop highlighted 
the need for a collaborative 
approach to managing diary 
shed wastes. Programs have 
been most successful when 
local dairy farmers, extension 
officers, technical experts 
and regulatory authorities 
work together toward 
mutually acceptable goals. 

The industry workshop 
agreed that dairy shed wastes 
should be contained on the 
farm of origin. 

A recent demonstration at 
the Flaxley Research 
Centre has shown that 
cows in mid-iactation can 
be safely fed 1 3 kg/day of 
" shot" wheat grain 
together With 9 kg/day of 
pasture hay. 

This was achieved by in­
troducing the cows to the 
grain over about 1 0 days 
and incorporating a grain 

. buffer (1 .5% sodium 
bicarbonate and 0.8% 
Causmag) . In the 
demonstration, 4 groups 
each of 1 O spring calving 

~ !Fann Cooling 
In 1992, the DRDC commis­
sioned a review of farm cool­
ing systems to assess how the 
reduced availability of tradi­
tional refrigerants would affect 
Australian dairy farmers. 

After extensive industry con­
sultation, the review concluded 
that: 
'i' at present, thermal storage 

systems such as ice banks 
do not appear to be the most 

Locally, ETSA 
and the 
University of 
South Austra­

lia are currently work­
ing to obtain data from 
the Flaxley ice-bank in­
stallation. A post-gra­
d u ate student of 
Engineering, Peter 
Brown, is hard at work, 
It will be interesting to 
see the results! Ed. 

economic alternative for u."----------"' 
most dairy farms. 

'i' the refrigerant currently 
used in milk cooling sys­
tems (Rl2) affects the 
environment and is likely to 
be unavailable to industry 
by 1995. 

'i' alternatives to R 12 are cur­
rently available. 

cows were fed either 6, 8, 
1 o or 13 kg/day of "shot" 
wheat grain (feed grade 2) 
at milking. The COWS fed 
either 6, 8 or 10 kg of grain 
were run as a group and fed 
as much hay as they would 
eat. The cows eating 13 kg 
of grain were fed restricted 
hay at the rate of 9 kg/ 
head/day. 

Although there were some 
differences in production 
between the groups, cows 
eating 13 kg of grain and 9 
kg of hay produced, on 
average, 17 litres of milk 

.... 
~ ------.. -----, 
v<_,,, ~-

OA I RY RESE:\RClt A N D 
OEVElOPMENT C O RPORAT I OS 

per day at 4.7% fat and 
3.2% protein. This 
demonstration highlighted 
the abilitv of mid-lactation 
cows to eat !arge quanti­
ties of wheat, together 
with pasture hay, without 
affecting their health and 
maintaining milk, fat and 
protein production. Howe­
ver, care should be 
exercised if cows are 
grazing pasture and fed 
high amounts of cereal 
grains, since they are 
more likely to suffer from 
digestive problems and 
milk fat depression . 
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'Ifiougfit 
you ' rf 6e 
interested 
in t fie researcfi 
I've 6een doing! :f ounrf tfiis in 
a tfiesis written in 1975 6y 
Jofin J{arriss on " '])airy Indus­
try !RJ,construction since 19 70 
witfi ParticuCar 'F-mpfiasis to 

9,{dissa J{einricli 

WHAT IS A COW? 
A cow is a completely 
automatic milk manufac­
turing machine. It is 
encased 1n untanned 
leather and mounted on 

C 

C 

four vertical 
movable sup­
ports, one at each 
corner. 

The front 
end contains 
the cutting 
and grind­
ing mechan-

ism as well as 
headlights, air 

inlet and exhaust, a 
bumper and a fog horn. At 
the rear is the aispensing 
apparatus and an automatic 
fly swatter. 

The central J?Ortion houses a 
hydro-chenucal conversion 
plant. This consists of four 
fermentation and storage 
tanks connected in series 5y 
an intricate network of flex­
ible plumbing. 

The section also contains 
the heating plant complete 

C 

with automatic tempera­
ture controls, pumping 
station and main ventilat­
ing system. 

The waste disposal 
apparatus is located at 
the rear of this central 
section. 

In brief, the external 
visible features are: two 
lookers, two hookers, four 
stand-uppers, four hang­
downers and a swishy­
wishy. 

C 

There is a similar 
machine known as a bull 
which should not be con­
fused with the cow. It 
produces no milk but has 
other interesting features. 

:Mefissa is untfertaf,:jng lier 
'Bacfiefor of 'Economics (J{on.) 
at :[finders 'University. Jfer 
fiome is tfie J{einricli farm in 
tfie Soutn 'F-ast. 

lc.__R_EA_L_V_A_L_U_E_F_O_R_M_O_N_E_Y_! !_!---' 
*HIGH NUTRITIONAL VALUE 

(Only one with a growth enhancer) 

t-'r EARLIER WEANING 
(Better rumen Development) 

t.'rECONOMIC - SAVE MONEY!!! 

*CONSISTENCY - 35 YEARS OF SCIENTIFIC 
FIELD AND LABORIATORY EVALUATION 

~

\ SAMPLE PACK IF YOU CALL US 
~ AND MENTION THIS AD. 

I 

'Distri6u tea 6y: 
PETER GAY'S AGENCIES 
LOT I HENSCHKE STREET 
DRY CREEK SA 5094 
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~PAB 
~ Miu<.~ 

--··---···,...-

PH: (08) 262 8422 
FAX: (08) 262 8440 
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MILK PRODUCTION 
& SALES 

( JANUARY 1993 ) 
1991/92 1992/9~ 

MILK PRODUCTION (million litres) 
South Australia 33.0 (261.9) 36.8 (290.7) 
New South Wales 82.6 (539.8) 88.2 (603.1) 
Victoria 455.5 (2,909.5) 466.4 (3,143.5) 
Queensland 61.1 (37 4.8) 65.0 (425.3) 
Western Australia 22.6 (180.8) 24.6 (1 94.1) 
Tasmania 46.4 (251 .2) 48.5 (268. i) 
Total 701.0 (4,518.1) 729.4 (4,924.9) 

MARKET MILK SALES (million litres) 
South Australia 13.4 (91 .0) 12.4 (88.8) 
New South Wales 49.4 (346.5) 48.5 (349.3) 
Victoria 36.5 (261 .2) 36.4 (261.1) 
Queensland 28.6 (198.0) 28.2 (202 .8) 
Western Australia 14.9 (100.9) 14.4 (102.9) 
Tasmania 4.1 (29.1) 4.2 (29.6) 
Total 146.9 (1,026.7) 144.1 (1,034.4) 

% 

VARIANCE 

11.4 (11.0) 
6.8 (11.7) 
2.4 (8.0) 
6.5 (13.5) 
8.6 (7.3) 
4.7 (6.7) 
4.0 (9.0) 

-6.8 (-2.5) 
-1. 7 (0.8) 
-0.5 (-0.1) 
-1 . 6 (2.4) 
-3.3 (2.0) 
0.4 ( 1 . 6) 

-1 .9 (0.7) 

I ( .... )=YEAR-TO-DATE .-------SOURCE: ADC DAIRYSTATS 

Figures available to the 
Australian Dairy Cor­
poration show that national 
milk production continues to 
soar, with recent estimates 
-based on a ·rn per cent 
increase in produciion for 
the six months to December 
- indicating total milk output 
in 1992/93 will exceed 
7,000 million litres. if this 
occurs , it will be the highest 
production recorded in more 
than 20 years. 

The table shown, which 
compares state production 
to December with the 

S.A. LEADS THE PACK! 
average of the previous 
three years, reveals the 
extent and consistency of 
the increase. And you don't 
have to look too hard to 
see that South Australia 
has turned its production 
around with a vengeance! 
Not bad considering the 
amount of dairy farmers 
who have left the South 
Australian industry in the 
past three years! 

July-December Milk Production Trends (Mil. Ltrs.) 

1992 1989-92 AVERAGE % CHANGE 

NSW 515 481 7.0 

VIC 2677 2476 8.1 

QLD 360 337 6.9 
SA 254 225 12.6 

WA 170 158 7.5 

TAS 220 208 5.6 

AUST 4195 3885 8.0 

~ 
~ 



Congrat;u{at;ions... To Afdissa :J{einrich 
who recent[y announced her engagement to .Jl.drian 'Bright of 

Aft. (jam6ier. 'Wedding 6e[[s in _7anuary (rumour has it, it wi[[ 6e an even 6igger 
party than Peter 'Doman 's 40tfi!} 

THEN COME THE WILD WEATHER, COME SLEET OR COME SNOW, 
WE WILL STAND BY EACH OTHER, HOWEVER IT BLOW. 

Simon Dach (1605-1659) 

-=-

DIAA AWARDS SA 
MANUFACTURERS 

Melbourne, Friday 2 
April: Winners of the pres­
tigious Dairy Industry 
Association of Australia's 
(D IAA) Dairy Product 
Awards were announced at 
a gala presentation breakfast 
today. 

The Awards attracted over 
450 entries from throughout 
Australia, some of which 
have won awards for the 
first time. 

"This year's Awards have 
been the most successful 
yet , showcasing the 

diversity and I 

extraordinary quality of Aus­
tralian produce," said Alan 
Hoskins, Australia President 
of the DIAA. 

A team of six expert judges 
spent four days tasting, sam­
pling and grading produce to 
find out who are the true 
Australian dairy produce 
champions. 

Commenting on this year's 
Awards, Senior Judge Dean 
Wilkins said the standard of 
the entries were even better 
than he expected. '' After see­
ing the first class standard of 
entries this year I can con-

fidently say that Australia's 
dairy industry has never 
been stronger. Manufac­
turers are listening to con­
sumers needs and catering 
for them.'' 

The Australian Dairy Cor­
poration sponsored the 
Awards. Jens Karnoe, 
General Manager - Market­
ing and Promotions Divi­
sion, said, . "We are 
delighted to be associated 
with the DIAA Awards and 
raising public awareness of 
Australia's world-class 
range of dairy products .'' 

.. YADA co11gratulates t./Je South A ust.ralian 
Manufacturers who won two of t./Je t/Jirtee11 
awards. 

National Dairies, Mile End 
Innovation Award for the Best Non­
Cultured Consumer Product and Pack 

Allowrie Foods, Murray Bridge 
Innovation Award for the Best Cultured 
Consumer Product and Pack 

for "Killer Shake" Flavoured Milk for 101's - 4 pack Fruche 

Q-s8 WANTED TO BUY ~ 
Indian Chiefmotor cycle engine or bike in parts. Other motor cycles wanted and old side cars. 
Any considered. PH: (08) 271 6842 



Farmers treating more than three 
cows in 100 for milk fever need to 
take a serious look at how they 
are controlling the problem, 
according to a respected authority 
on nutrition in dairy cattle. 

Professor of Veterinary Medicine 
at the University of Melbourne, 
Ivan Caple, says milk fever is the 
most common problem associated 
with macromineral nutrition in 
dairy cattle, especially in cows 
which have reached their fourth 
lactation. 
"Just on the point of calving a cow 
has to do a lot of calcium gymnas­
tics," he told a dairy mim forum 
held in Adelaide in association 
with the Sixth JS Davies Beef 
Research Forum. 

The Cattle Compensation Fund of 
SA was a major sponsor of the 
event which aimed to help far­
mers make the most of minerals. 
"The amount of calcium going 
into the calf.just before it,!s born 
is about .2 gm per hour, Now, 
some cows meet the challenge and 
some cows don't." 

A high producing cow may lose 
more than twice the amount of 
calcium and phosphorus present 
in her bones ~ milk in a 300-day 
lactation. 

As a cow gets older, she is less 
able to mobilise calcium from her 
bone reserves to meet these 
demands. This causes blood cal­
cium levels to decrease, impairing 
nerve and muscle function whicn 
can result in the cow going down. 

Professor Caple says the aim of 
any milk fever prevention pro­
gram is to match the intake of 

calcium and phosphorus to a cow's 
needs and prevent this from happen­
ing. 
He says pregnant cows fed on grass 
pastures may absorb sufficient cal-_ 
cium to meet their demands and 
those of the developing calf, but may 
not be able to absorb sufficient cal­
cium to meet the sudden demands of 
the udder. In this case, simply in­
creasing the calcium intake after 
calving will prevent milk fever. 

Older cows become more susceptible 
to milk fever if they are grazed on 
lush green grass pastures before calv­
ing. These pastures affect the acid­
base balance of the cow, inhibiting 
her ability to mobilise sufficient caf­
cium from the bones to meet the 
increased demands for lactation. 
"This problem is overcome by remov­
ing the cows from green grass, put­
ting them in a bare yard and feeding 
them on hay for up to two weeks 
before calving," Professor Caple said. 
He says cows grazing on lush pas­
ttues, particularly those fertilised 
with potash and nitrogen, may have 
low blood magnesium concentrations 
due to inadequate magnesium 
absorption which also makes preg­
nant cows more susceptable to milk 
fever. 

"In most Victorian herds I have 
looked at, there is enough magne­
sium in the diet but too much potas­
sium inhibits magnesium absorption 
from the rumen," ne said. 

Cows with excessive calcium intakes 
are also susceptible to milk fever, 
according to Professor Caple. 

"In pregnant cows fed very high 
calcium diets, such as lucerne or 
clover hay, or prepared diets contain-

ing high calcium levels designed 
to be fed to lactating cows, the 
hormonal mechanisms promoting 
calcium absorption from the gut 
and mobilisat10n from bone are 
not very active," he explained. 

"Consequently, these cows may be 
unable to absorb sufficient cakium 
to meet the incr.eased demand 
when the udder begins to produce 
milk in the day or two before 
calving." 
Professor Caple says, in general, 
to prevent milk fever, dairy far­
mers should: 

Advoid having cows overfat at 
calving;· 

Feed pregnant cows mainly on 
hay for the last two weeks of the 
dry period, and allow them re­
stricted access to lush pastures; 
Add Causmag (magnesium oxide) 
to hay at the rate of 60 gms per 
cow per day where cows have low 
blood magnesium concentrations; 
Increase the calcium intake of, 
cows at calving. If cows are being 
fed brewers grains or concen­
trates, ensure that the supplement 
provides at least an additional 50 
grams of calcium per day. 

Professor Caple says it is impor­
tant to remember that when a cow 
has gone down, she must get up 
quicl<ly as possible. 
"The longer she is down the more 
muscle damage occurs and the 
harder it is to get her up. And 
prop them up straight away so 
they don't regur~tate and inhale 
something on their lungs, or three 
days later they may die from 
pneumonia," he said. 
Professor Caple warns it is impor­
tant to properly check why a cow 
is down before treating it. Cows 
which have acute mastitis or other 
infections have a rapid heart rate 
and may die if treated intraven­
ously with calcium or magnesium 
salts. 



I 
□ 

□ 

13 

11 

RE D 
Resea,c/J & Extension 
Association lo, 
Dairying Development 
in South Aust,alia 

The first READO Inter­
state Farm Tour took 
place recently when a 
group of 30 dairyfarmers 
from SA headed to 
Shepparton and Kya­
bram districts in North­
ern Victoria. 

The .. tour leaders from 
READO were Chris Tho­
mas, Lee McKenzie and 
Chris Rowntree, who 
had responded to a call 
from some farmers who 
were seeking more infor­
mation on Feed Pads 
and Calving Pads. 
Consequently, this 
became the main item 
for the Farm Tour. A lot 
of dairyfarmers envisage 
there being many bene­
fits on concentrating 
their supp1ementary 
feeding of conserved 
fodder and other addi­
tives to one area. 

This is seen as a more 
effective means of feeding, 
which is easier to distribute, 
with a lot less wastage. 
Following a series of 
severely wet winters in 
Northern Victoria, quite a 
few pads have been instal­
led and so the experience 
of these projects was 
sought. 
The tour visited eight farms 
of various sizes and used 
the Kyabram Research 
Centre as the nucleus of the 
tour. 
Here feed pads provided an 
ideal means of measuring 
and controlling the feeding 
of maize silage during an 
extensive research program 
on maize feeding to dairy 
cattle. 
Each of the pads in the 
district varied in size, shape 
and design with costs of 

Congratu{ations ..... . 

construction varying from 
$10/cow up to $100/cow. 
The design most 
favoured by the group for 
its simplicity was a slab 
of concrete, approx 7 .5 
metres wide and 100 
metres long with two 
electic fence tapes 1 .5 
metres apart (just like an 
old f ashioned clothes 
line) under which the 
silage or TMR is feed. 
This . cost of construction 
is around $30/cow. 

Other highlights of the 
tour included watching 
450 cows being milked 
by two operators in a 
50-unit Rotary Dairy in 
just over an hour. 
Also the Whopper Chop­
per, which is a Feed-out, 
Cart with a difference. It 
holds five round bales of 
silage, which it chops to 
a fibre length of 5cms, in 
12 minutes, then . distri­
butes through a sfde fee­
der onto a 1 oom, long 
trough made or inverted 
box culverts . 
The real highlight of the 
tour was the camara­
darie of a dynamic mix of 
SA dairyfarmers from 
many districts, who for­
med a non-stop discus­
sion group for three 
action-packed days. 

Cliris'Tlio-rnas 

To /oyce and Lyndon Cleggett (Lang.lwrne CreekJ r-rJw_ again 
/scooped tl1e poor/ at the Mount Pleasant Slww;, w1nn1ng· 

0 Champion Cow O Reserve Champion Cow O Reserve Junior 

and O Most Successful Exhibitor ... Well done! 
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NO-COST ON-THE-JOB 
:TRAINING: SCH.EME 

FOR DAIRY INDUSTRY 
The Commonwealth Rehabili­
tation Service (CRS) assists 
people who have been out of 
the workforce because of ill­
ness or disability to gain 
employment. 
Incentives are available to 
employers who participate in 
assisting people to get to work. 
The Work Training Scheme 
offered by the Commonwealth 
Rehabilitation Service enables 
workers to undertake on-the-job 
training for a negotiated period 
at no cost to the employer in 
wages or Workcover levy. Dur­
ing this time the person works 
for an employer under normal 

working conditions. 

The scheme can provide an 
employer with the opportunity to 
train and assess a potential 
employee without having to pay 
wages. If a job is available at the 
end of the training period, people 
who participate in the scheme are 
generally then eligible for a Job 
Start subsidy of $220.00 per week 
for eighteen weeks through the 
Commonwealth Employment Ser­
vice for full-time work, with pro­
rata rates for part-time employ­
ment. 

The Commonwealth Rehabilitation 
Service currently has clients look­
ing for employment in the dairy 

industry as contract/relief mil­
kers, particularly in the 
Fleurieu/South Coast area. In­
itially, the CRS is seeking to 
place people in on-the-job 
training programs with 
employers. There is no obliga­
tion to employ these workers at 
the completion of training, if 
jobs are not available . . 
If you think you could make 
use of this scheme and assist 
people to return to the work­
force, contact Glenda Williams 
on 297 0188 or at 12 Angus 
A venue, Edwardstown to dis­
cuss details. 

S.A. Country Papers SAFETY GROOVING 

supports 

~ 04 South Australian 
~ _ I Dairy Farmers 
~ Association 

For all your Country and City advertising requirements 
phone Lhe one stop shop - SA. Country Papers 

(08) 363 0900 
One phone call, one account convenience at the lowest 

rates. Phone Connie or Tracy today for all your 
advertising needs, 1 ad or 100 ads. 

-f,?\r;,•, S.A. Country Papers 
19 Rundle Street, 

, Kent Town 

Contact DAVID VVI LLIA,-...,\S 

on (08) 383 7323 for any 
information you require, 
or for a free quote. 

NJ\TIONJ\L 
CONCRETE SAWING & DRILLING 

•Glenber:-rie Stud• 
PO Box 120 
Kangarilla 
SA 5157 



A COMPARISON OF BIO-DYNAMIC and 
CONVENTIONAL DAIRY FARMS 
in NORTHERN VICTORIA 
By: .Doug Small &- Jolm Mc.Donald 

. ' 
INTRODUCTION 
Pressure from both farming 
and non-farming interests 
have forced a1ternative 
farming systems from obs­
curity to the limelight in 
recent years. Organic and 
bio-dynamic farming are 
now being considered as 
serious systems of farming 
but ignorance on how these 
farms work is still rife . 

It seems that ignorance 
about organic or bio-dyna­
mic agriculture provokes 
diametrically opposed res­
ponses. The negative res­
ponses of contempt, ridi­
cule, and mockery are com­
mon but fortunately they are 
becoming less. The positive 
responses of interest, 
curiosity and questioning 
are more productive and 
rational. It is such responses 
that_ are starting to lead to 
research that will give better 
recognition and understand­
ing of alternative farming 
systems. 

The changes in attitude that 
have led to a more serious 
consideration of alternative 
farming systems are: 

CJ Farmers are concerned 
about the use of chemi­
cals on their farms 
because of their cost, 
harmful effect on them­
selves, their family, soil 
and the environment. 

0 Farmers want more infor­
mation on organic farming. 
A recent survey by the Vic­
torian Department of Agri­
culture showed that 70% of 
farmers want more informa­
tion on organic farming and 
one third were interested in 
trialling organic methods. 

0 Consumers want organic 
produce because it is percei­
ved as being better and 
coming from a less environ­
mentally damaging system 
of farming. 

0 Governments and conserva­
tionists want cleaner and 
more sustainable systems of 
farming. 

Changing attitudes were a 
necessary prerequisite for the 
approval and financing of our 
comparison of bio-dynamic 
and conventional dairy farms . 
However, before we approa­
ched funding bodies we felt 
that some data was needed to 
show that there were real dif­
ferences that warranted further 
study. A preliminary survey 
revealed some interesting 
phenomenon that indicated 
further studies were needed. It 
is the results of these prelimin­
ary studies that are presented 
in this paper. Follow up 
research is sponsored by the 
Dairy Research and Develop­
ment Corporation. 

PRELl:MINARY 
SURVEY 
A survey of six bio-dynamic 
(BD) dairy farms was made 
during 1990/91. Each BD farm 
was paired with a conventional 
(CV) neighbouring farm, and 
data were collected on over 50 
measurements made on soil, 
pasture, blood, milk and 
faeces. Further data were col­
lected on animal health and 
production. 

Some of the differences are 
shown in the table. Production 
per cow is less but concentrate 
supplementation was much 
less. As well there are indica­
tions of less incidence of pro­
duction diseases. Bloat did not 
occur on BD farms whereas all 
conventional farms regularly 
treated for bloat in the spring. 

Strongyle worm counts were 
similar for CV and BD cows 
while calves had mean egg 
counts per gram (epg) of 55 
and 78 respectively. In June 
mean liver fluke counts for 
cows were 3 epg in CV with 
BD less than 1 epg and their 
respective calves were 22 and 
1 epg. But following routine 
treatment of the CV animals in 
July there was no apparent 
differences. Calves on CV 
farms were routinely treated 
four times a year for worms 
and fluke. Only clinically 
affected cows on BD farms 
received individual treatment. 



Analysis of soil, pasture and 
blood samples show lower 
phosphorus levels on B D 
farms. In the October test, one 
BD herd had a low blood 
phosphorus test (0.4mM) and 
one CV farm was low in 
selenium as indicated by low 
biood activities of glutathione 
peroxidase ( 16 units). 

BD farms are inheritably less 
damaging to the environment 
because they -are a much more 
closed system of production. 
Their system of farming 
appears more biologically sus­
tainable because of less 
reliance on outside inputs, but 
economic sustainability can be 
implied from the fact that five 
of the six farmers in the survey 

have been practicing BD for will commence shortly. 
more than 10 years with the 
longest being 25 years. CONCLUSION 
Circumstantial evidence sug­
gest that BD soils are better 
structured because they irrigate 
at longer intervals. Direct evi­
dence from one pair shows BD 
soils to be better structured. 

CURRENT SURVEY 
The collection of data on soil, 
pasture, blood, milk, faeces, 
animal health and oroduction 
is continuing in detail. Soil 
structural and biological mea­
surements will be made and 
monitoring of calves for 
weight gain and parasites has 
started. An economic analysis 

A preliminary survey of bio­
dynamic dairy farms in 
northern Victoria shows it 
to be a system of dairy 
farming that does not rely 
on fertilisers, drenches, sup­
plements and frequent irri­
gation. Their soils appear to 
be better structured and their 
cows appear to be healthier. 
BD farms are more of a 
closed system of production 
with less opportunity for 
nutrients and other chemi­
cals to leave the farm in 
runoff. 

Table 1. Some differences 
between bio-dynamic 
and conventional 
farms, 1990-91. 

Cows on BD farms appear 
less productive and econo­
mic analysis will show the 
relative financial perfor­
mance of the two systems. 

DOUG SMALL 
Department of Agriculture 

BIO-D 

PRODUCTION 
Cows milked (number) 80 
Stocking rate (cows/ha) 1.8 
Butterfat (kg/cow) 159 
Protein (kg/ cow) 117 

FEED INPUTS 
Grain fed (kg/cowjy ) 59 
Superphosphate I kg/ha/yrJ t) 

U ea .r"er ilL'er , :0 /h-;i/yL ,--. 
\; 

Irrigation intervals tdays\ 13 

DISEA, E HISTORY ... 
hl k fever (pre" alence % ) ) . .J 

A.cetonaen1:ia (prevalence % ) 0 

FERTILl'[Y 
, ot in calf cows(%) 
Mean cow age(%) ' 
Aoortion (%) 

PHOSPHORUS LEVELS 
Biooa (_ ,fmil 
?a,'tl!re; % c DM 
Sui. (Olsen P u/g) 

:.2 
07 

) 22 
• 1 

1 

CONV 

118 
2.3 
206 
158 

369 
308 

34 
8 

9.2 
1.4 

: .9 
J.35 , 

23 

Institute for Sustainable Agriculture 
Kyabram Centre 
RMB 3010 
Kyabram Vic 3260 

JOHN McDONALD 
Department of Agriculture 
Regional Veterinary Laboratories , 
Benalla 
PO Box 388 
Benalla Vic 3672 

, LOCAL TRIAL 
C?ilisPentold, Resea,~ch 0/Jlcerd. the 
Rose worthy Cc,71p11s or-the UniversJ{_J' 
cfAdelakie, has been ,:;o-ordmaling a 
firmin~.,. svstems t~ial which has been 
,-allductea oJ-ej the last /'our rears. He 
~eil las ·everal set\' ofdala io alliilvse. 
• uore u-ntmg up ,WJ' results, but le 

,:,as promised us a report for the 
.loumai. 

K~ep up the good work.. C/Jf"is/ JVe 
look forw11.rd to seemg some 
h7teresting data! 
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SA DAIRY FARMERS 
''POOR COUSINS'' 

Most of South Australia' s 
dairyfarmers are pai d 
poorly for their manufac­
turing milk, compared to 
dairyfarmers in the eastern 
states. 

Dairy Vale and Farmers 
Union are now perhaps 3 
cents per litre behind com­
panies like Kraft, Murray 
Goulburn and Australian 
Cooperative Foods (ACF) . 

On an estimated 240 million 
litres of manufacture milk, 
this is an annual loss of 
approximately $7 million. A 
difference of such a magni­
tude just cannot be justi­
fi ed. 

The one bright hope has 
been Kraft' s performance in 
the South-East (see Kraft's 
latest prices in this Journal). 

\Vhile care must be taken in 
making comparisons, the 
gap is far too wide and 
there is no evidence yet that 
it is closin . 

mers Union Foods improve 
payments to their sup­
pliers, it is inevitable that 
South Australia' s industry 
will go into decline. 

This year nearly 40 stu­
dents have enrolled in the 
On-Farm Training Scheme: 
what of their future? I will 
have to tell them to look 
seriously at moving inter­
state, because the industry 
here doesn't seem to be 
able t o "deliver the 
goods" . 

let' s hope for a rapid tur­
naround 
othenvise the 
m a n a gemen t 
and board of 
d i rect o r s of 
both companies 
wili continue to 
lose credibility 
with their sup-
pliers. 

SA DA ha s 
established as a 
pr1orit? 

q ~ 94 ... j,,,. _"i - , 

. .. ~ 
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improvements in manufac­
turing milk prices. 

Dairvfarmers should con­
tinue to seek explanations 
from their companies for 
their iow returns, when the 
international demand for 
most dairv products 
remains firm and a "mini­
boom" is in full swing along 
the eastern sea-board. 

II Adrian Scott 
_ ,,,

11111111 1 1
, 

11
,, , _ Executive Officer 
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A CHANGING 
EN VIRONMENT 
July t st is not far away 
which means.· 

• proclamation of the new 
Dairy Industry Act t 992 
which will bring into 
effect a uniform 
Statewide Farmgate 
Price for market milk 

• the new approach to 
supply management 
with regional transport 
adjustments also comes 
into effect. 

The majority of SADA 
members have responded 
positively to the proposed 
new market milk equalisa­
tion payment scheme based 
on total percentage of 
kilograms of protein. 
I can assure you that the 
negotiating team of Roger 
Basham, Bronte Wilson and 
myself have appreciated the 
support and positive 
feedback from Members. 
Adrian Seo/I is providing 
excellent technical advice 
throughout the completion 
of necessary details in the 
Equalisation Agreement 
and the structure of the 
State Wide Equalisation 
Company. 

I am pleased to report that 
at this point, industry is 
remaining positive with 
respect to proclamation of 
the Act and the necessary 
accompanying Regulations 
which will enable imple­
mentation of the new 

scheme. Of course we are 
still waiting on a response 
from the State Government. 

MANUFACTURE 
MILK PAYMENTS 
Not only as President of 
SAOA, butmoresoasa 
dairy farmer, I am intrinsi­
cally conscious of the low 
manufacture price being 
paid by Farmers Union and 
Dairy Vale when compared 
to the very buoyant prices 
being paid in Victoria and 
New South Wales. 

Jones, UDV and Reg Smith, 
NSWOFA, who are very 
experienced and capable 
representatives. 

ARTIFICIAL 
BREEDING 
CO-OPERATIVE 
The Australian Dairy 
Farmers Federation (ADFF) 
have strongly supported the 
development of an 
Australia-wide co-operative 
in order to consolidate the 
farmer efforts to maintain a 
strong sire selection, 

On current trends the price progeny testing and semen 
oft 85c per kg lat and 4.JOc distribution facility. 
per kg protein leaves the 
bulk of South Australian VAB, Australia s only farmer 
manufacture milk trailing owned and controlled 
average eastern seaboard artificial breeding co-
prices by approximately .Jc operative has entered 
per litre. Not including Kraft discussions with AOFF and 
suppliers there is approx/- they consider there are real 
mately 240 million litres opportunities to strengthen 
annually of manufacture milk the Australian artificial 
sourced within South breeding industry and its 
Australia, leaving a possible ability to be internationally 
deficit of$ 7 million. competitive. 
VIC & NSW It is hoped_ that a national 

co-operatwely owned 
PRESIDEN TS STEP Australia'! artificial breeding 

centre will encourage all 
DOWN dairy farmers to participate. 

John Watson, UDV, and 
Frank Blake, NSWDFA have 
been excellent ambassadors 
for their States throughout 
the entire period of their 
terms f111d have made a long 
standmg, valuable contribu­
tion at Federal level. 
We can look forward to a 
continuing quality effort from 
their succsssors: Ivan 

~ 
I wish members all the best, 
especially with the many 
changes currently wtlhln the 
industry and hope to catch 
up with many of you at our 
Annual Conference. 

<"'?? 
ALLAN MANNING ~sci 

President "'J 



□ DIAA (SA DIVISION) 
* ANNUAL AWARDS * * SADA congratulates all winners of the Annual Dairy Industry Association of Australia (SA) Awards 

who are listed below. They will receive their trophies at the DIAA/SADA Annual Conference Dinner. * 
CLASS 1 - MILD CHEDDAR CLASS 14 - VANILLA ICE CREAM 
1st Dairy Vale - Jervois * 1st Allowrie Foods - Laura 
2nd Dairy Vale - Mt. Gambier 2nd Royal Copenhagen Ice Cream 
CLASS 2 - MATURED CHEDDAR CLASS 15- STRAWBERRY ICE CREAM 
1st Dairy Vale - Jervois 1st Royal Copenhagen Ice Cream 
2nd Allowrie Foods - Murray Bridge 2nd Freesia Ice Cream Ltd 
CLASS 3 - VINTAGE CHEDDAR CLASS 16- ICE CREAM (ANY FLAVOUR) 
1st Dairy Vale - Jervois 1st Freesia Ice Cream Ltd (Honey) 
2nd Allowrie Foods - Murray Bridge 2nd Allowrie Foods - Laura 
CLASS 4 - NON CHEDDAR CHEESE (Boysenberry) * 
1st La Vera Mozzarella - Newton CLASS 17- DAIRY DESSERT 
2nd Allowrie Foods - Murray Bridge 1st AllowrieFoods - Laura 
CLASS 5 - RETAIL PACKAGED CHEESE 2nd Allowrie Foods - Murray Bridge 
1st Dairy Vale - Mount Compass CLASS 18- VANILLA CUSTARD 
2nd Allowrie Foods - Murray Bridge 1st Dairy Vale - Renmark 
CLASS 6 - CHAMPION CHEESE * 2nd Dairy Vale - Clarence Gardens 
Dairy Vale - Jervois CLASS 19- RETAIL PACKAGED BUTTER 
CLASS 7 -.Y.O(UH.JRTNt\'fURAL 1st Dairy Vale - Mount Compass 
1st Amarina Health Foods (only entry) • 
2nd Dairy Vale - Clarence Gardens CLASS 20- BEST NEW DAIRY PRODUCT 
CLASS 8 - YOGHURT, REAL FRUIT 1st Allowrie Foods - Laura * 

(STRAWBERRY) 2nd Freesia Ice Cream Ltd. 
1st Amarina Health Foods CLASS 21 - UHT WHITE MILK 
2nd Dairy Vale - Clarence Gardens *1st Farmers Union - Mile end 
CLASS 9 -THICKENED CREAM ( only entry) 
1st Dairy Vale - Mount Gambier CLASS 22- UHT FLAVOURED MILK 
2nd Dairy Vale - Clarence Gardens (STRAWBERRY) 
CLASS 10 - CHOC. FLAY. MILK 3.2% FAT MIN. 1st Dairy Vale - Clarence Gardens 
1st Dairy Vale_ Clarence Gardens 2nd Farmers Union - Mile End 
2nd Farmers Union - Mile End CLASS 23-DESIGN/PACKAGING * 
CLASS 11 - REDUCED FAT FLAVOURED MILK 1st Freesia Ice Cream Ltd. 

(STRAWBERRY) * 2nd Farmers Union - Mil Lel 
1st Dairy Vale - Clarence Gardern CLASS 24 - WHITE SPECIALTY MILK 
2nd Farmers Union - Mile End .1st Dairy Vale - Renmark 
CLASS 12- COFFEE FLAY. MILK ANY FAT LEVEL 2nd Farmers Union - Mil End) equal 
1st Farmers Union - Mile End 2nd Farmers Union - Port Pirie) 2nd 
2nd Dairy Vale - Clarence Gardens CLASS 25 - BEST KEPT FACTORY 
CLASS 13 - PASTEURISED, HOMOGENISED 1st Kraft Foods - Suttontown* 

WHITE MILK 3.2% MIN. FAT 2nd Kraft Foods - Mile End 
1st Dairy Vale - Renmark * C r • 1 2nd Farmers Union - Port Pirie ongra-tu1.,at;1,ons. ., 



MILK PRODUCTION 
&SALES 

( FEBRUARY/MARCH 1993) 

1991/92 1992/93 % VARIANCE 

MARCH MILK PRODUCTION (million litres) 
South Australia 26.8 (315.6) 28.7 (347.9) 7.2 (10.2) 
New South Wales 73.2 (686.3) 82.2 (761.7) 12.3 (11.0) 
Victoria 298.3 (3,588.6) 336.0 (3,843.4) 12.6 (8.0) 
Queensland 54.8 (483.0) FIGURES NOT AVAILABLE 

Western Australia 24.1 (227.0) 25.8 (243.0) 7.2 (7.1) 
Tasmania 32.1 (320.1) 36.8 (342.0) 14. 7 (6.8) 
Total 509.3 (5,590.4) 509.5 (6,019.1) o.o (7.7) 

FEBRUARY MARKET MILK SALES (million litres) 
SouthAustralia 12.7 (103.8) 11.1 (99.9) -13.0 (-3.8) 
New South Wales 4 7 .3 (393. 7) 46.2 (395.5) -2.2 (0.5) 
Victoria 35.6 (296.8) 33.6 (294.7) -5.7 (-0.7) 
Queensland 27 .3 (225.3) 27 .3 (230.1) -0.2 (2.1) 
WesternAustralia 14.0 (114.9) 113.9 (116.8) -0.5 (1.7) 
Tasmania 4.0 (33.1) 3.9 (233.4) -2.4 (1.1) 
Total 140.9 (1,167.6) 136.0 (1,170.4) -3.5 (0.2) 

I ( .... )=YEAR-TO-DATE I I SOURCE: ADC DAIRYSTATS 

(KRAFT) MILK VALUE INCREASE 
Kraft has reviewed the manufacture milk values for season 1992/1993, and advise increases, 
as listed, for Butterfat and Protein. This is an interim price increase only. 

New rates effective from 1st June 1993 

NewiRate 
.. •• ,I 

Butterfat .·•··.• 
• Pr6.foJ11 · .•• 

'•:.;: ::'.:·.-;_ ,. 

!/_ :· .. ~;-• 
,, ···, •5.029 

,. Edst,i'~adted:: r:nd:Jlk '. ~alLI~ • .•." 26' .-535·, ., . ·o·.·.:7.·,·g·3,· . a vise • .:to · ~te, including 
iiicen:tive.~;lo·r 1·~92/93 . 

Values based.:on .all Kraft• Farm Milk ·Purchases · 

Fof mofe Pn'ces mlonn,1/ion, see uonl co ref of 1/Jis Joum,1/ 



Dairy farmers have a very vague 
knowledge of the mineral status of 
their heras and it leaves them 
vulnerable to people offering 
remedies, according to our P-re­
sident, Allan Mannmg. 
He says dairy farmers are unclear, 
unenlightened, confused and vague 
in their perceptions of mineral 
levels in their cattle. 
"And the vagueness of knowledge 
leaves farmers in a very vulneraole 
position," he said. 
A dairy farmer at Birdwood, Mr 
Manning was giving his perspective 
of how to make the most of 
minerals at a dairy mini forum in 
Adelaide. 
The Cattle Compensation Fund of 
SA was a major sponsor of the 
event, held in association with the 
Sixth JS Davies Beef Research 
Forum. 
Mr Manning admitted that he was 
not on top of the mineral issue, 
despite extensive effort, experience 
and personal research. 
"It is just not as clear cut as some of 
the other things we do on farms. I 
£Uess every one of the State's 900 
gairy farmers would have different 
ideas,·' he said. 
Mr Mannine: sooke of his own 
experiences" of conflicting theories 

FARMERS CONFUSED 
BY NUTRITION 
PUZZLE 
and information, inconclusive blood 
tests and following apparently 
straight-forward advice without 
getting the expected level of result. 
He appealed to researchers and 
experts to help farmers sort through 
the confusion and carry out more 
detailed trials. 
"We are susceptible to persons 
offering remedies. The advice is ask 
someone who has got information 
to sell and don't aslc someone who 
has got product to sell, but I can 
assure you which of those I see 
more of on my farm. 
"Shot-gun mixtures are being used 
by many farmers as an insurance 
against the unknown. Farmers are 
rullible and I dare say many of us 
feel we have seen responses in our 
herds," he said. 
:Mr Manning reflected back to a 
farmer who put in a magnificent 
new feed system to supplement his 
cattle with minerals. 
Nine months later he was convinced 
minerals were the best thing he had 
e,·er introduced on his farm. 
Production had increased by 15pc 
and his cows were very healthy. 
It turned out Lhe farmer had also 
started to feed his cattle a concen­
trated mixture of barley and lupins 
for the first time when he in tradu­
ced the new system. 

I'm not sellin_g farmers short but it 
is very hard tor us to measure the 
results of introducing minerals into 
the diets," Mr Mannmg said. 
"There appears to be no clear 
guidelines, although I make a point 
of blood testing my cows and that is 
presumed to be an accurate mea­
suring stick," he said. 
"The bottom line of the farmer 
perspective is a fear of the un­
known. As a result of naive percep­
tions, the farmer is vulnerable to 
the pressure of the sales persons 
marketing fodder additives contain­
ing minerals and trace elements." 
Mr Manning sugcrest farmers and 
researchers shoufd co-ordinate a 
proper strategic analysis of identifi­
able metabolic and mineral dis­
orders. 
Metabolic and mineral herd profiles 
should be established through 
programmed blood testing, simul­
taneous documentation of clinical 
disorders, introducing a program to 
overcome disorders, and constant 
monitoring to endorse the effective­
ness of the treatments. 
"The end point, I believe, must be 
an aim to supply enough data for a 
farmer to justify the use of feeding 
minerals and trace elements," Mr 
Manning said. 

DAIRY 
COSTS 
LESS 

A Coles suomnarket survey in Melbourne 
has found it takes the average maie worker 
one minute's Im work ihan it did 20 years 
ago to earn the money to purchase a litre of 
milk. 

wages earns enough money to purchase 500 
grams of butter in seven minutes, down from 
15.1 minutes in i 972. Butter has risen in price 
oniy 200.8 per cent during that time, even 
though average male earnings had risen 515.6 
per cent. The supermarket chain found butter had 

recorded the smallest rise in price from _15 
basic food items during the last 20 years. 

The survey found that a male on average 

Productivity gains from farm to retail outlets 
have been a major factor in this equation. 

"Milk Matters" March 1993 



Tax Deductioni,""-~~ 
for Land care ~ -
A new booklet designed to 
increase landholders' awareness 
of taxation arrangements for 
landcare activities was released 
today by the Minister for Primary 
Industries and Energy, Simon 
Crean. 

"Many landholders are keen to 
adopt more sustainable land 
management practices, but are not 
aware of which activities can be 
claimed as a tax deduction," Mr 
Crean said. 

"Farmers may not be aware that 
fencing costs, for example, 
associated with the treatment or 
prevention of land degradation 

... 

may qualify for an outright deduction 
under these arrangements." 

There are numerous landcare 
activities, such as revegetation and 
fencing to control erosion, which are 
tax deductible. A new booklet 'Income 
Tax Deductions for Landcare Related 
Activities' has been produced to 
provide landholders with information 
about the tax deductibility 
arrangements of these activities under 
a range of sections of the Income Tax 
Assessment Act, 1936. It has been 
written to complement the 1991 
booklet 'Landcare Taxation 
Arrangements: A guide to section 
75D'. Both these guides provide 
information and practical examples to 

*HIGH NUTRITIONAL VALUE 
(Only one with a growth enhancer) 

*EARLIER WEANING 
(Better rumen Development) 

*ECONOMIC - SAVE MONEY!!! 

*CONSISTENCY - 35 YEARS OF SCIENTIFIC 
FIELD AND LABORATORY EVALUATION 

Vistri6utea 6y: 

SAMPLE PACK IF YOU CA~L US 
AND MENTION THIS AD. 

PETER GAY'S AGENCIES 
LOT 1 HENSCHKE STREET . 
DRY CREEK SA 5094 

landholders about taxatior 
concessions. 

Mr Crean said these taxation 
arrangements play an important 
role in encouraging landholders to 
undertake landcare activities . 
"These booklets are designed to 
help lanoholders by better 
informing them about the taxation 
arrangements for landcare 
activities that the Commonwealth 
has developed. 

"Through these taxation 
arrangements and the National 
Landcare Program, the 
Commonwealth Government is 
helping landholders manage land 
and water resources in a more 
sustainable way," Mr Crean said. 

For copies of the booklet 
contact either State 
Agriculture Departments or 
phone Countrylink toll free on 
(008) 026 222. 

· ··· ·· ·· · · · ··-····--- - .. , 

CALF 
li 
I. 
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PH: (08) 262 8422 
FAX: (08) 262 8440 
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• HIGH PURITY MAGNESIA 
L---- -- - ~ 

Millions of important 
Aussies depend on it! 

~~n~~··~~ • ~ • • •• \ \ • • I I ., 
1 I , I \ I \ . I 

,) ., ., ! ~ ,;;#., ·;; . :,:J 

Australian dairy farmers rely on CAUSMAG as a dependable, no-nonsense 
animal remedy to control Grass Tetany and assist In the producUon of 
milk fat in dairy cattle. And over the last quarter of a century CAUSMAG 
has introduced many other important benefits, helping to ensure the 
health and productivity of the national dairy herd. 

CAUSMAG: 
■ Is pure white, containing a minimum of 95% magnesium oxide 
■ WIii reduce the instances of milk fever 
■ Is effective in increasing milk fat yield when feeding cereal grains 
■ Is a dietary buffering agent used to reduce acidosis In dairy cows 
■ Can be supplied in powder, molasses blend or dust free granular form. 

It's pure, it's white, it works! 
All CAUSMAG products are proven and trusted, and are registered 
as stock medicines through_out Australia. 

AVAILABLE FROM: 

CAUSMAG INTERNATIONAL DAVID MITCHELL LTD 
008 020 618 (IISW) (03) 429 6022 (VIC. Distributor) 



/9 go11r fanning 
llffecled bl/ electrlcal 
problem9? • 
Probably nearly all farms 
have some stray voltage. In 
about 75% of farms it causes 
loss of production. 

SOI/TC/!$ 

There are two main sources 
of electrical problems, (a) 
the electric fence energiser, 
and (b) the AC power supply 
to the farm. The AC supply 
to the farm causes two main 
problems, which are continu­
ous 50 HZ · electric shocks 
and intermittent short 
duration high voltage 
"spike" shocks. Some of 
these problems are due to 
faults such as damaged in­
sulators, trees contacting 
power lines etc, and some 
are due to the distribution 
syste,:n used for supplying 
electric power to the farm. 

COW$ and-llectrlchg 
We have found that cows 
react visibly when they get 
AC voltages greater than 0.5 
volts applied between front 
and rear hooves, or between 
hooves and teats during 
milking. They are bothered 
by electric fence voltage in 
the same _ regions when 
these exceed 3 to 5 volts, 
and they ~ue distributed by 
random spike voltages in the 

same region they reach bet­
ween 5 and 10 volts. Increases 
in stress levels will play havoc 
with the fine balance of repro­
ductive hormones in the cow. 

Effects of llectrlchg on 
COW$ 
We believe that the basic effect 
~f el~ctricity on cows in farming 
1s to increase stress levels sig­
nificantly. The direct effects are 
the reduction in milk - produc­
tion, typically by between 1 O 
and 50% of potential produc­
tion, poor fertility, and uncoo­
perative and aggressive beha~ 
viour with difficult milkings, in­
creased mastitis, and an in­
crease in lameness and other 
health problems. This results in 
poorer returns to the farmer 
and excessive stress to th~ 
milker. The cows, too, are suf­
fering from unnecessary dis­
tress. 

Sgmptom9 of Suffering 
COW$ 
The costs to the farmers are 
considerable. On an average 
farm, reducing the problem can 
result in milk production in­
creases corresponding to 
$20,000 per season, more and 
sturdier calves, and a signifi­
cant reduction in milking time. 
Hygiene in the cow shed can 
be much improved, and cell 
counts in the milk reduced. For 
an 800 cow farm near Ashbur­
ton, NZ, returns over three sea-

sons have improved by about 1 
million dollars. 

Co9f9 to the Farmer 
The symptoms of electrical pro­
blems vary somewhat with the 
nature of the problem, but are 
evident as high stress levels in 
th_e . herd, especially during 
m1lk1ng. For example, there is 
usually poor fertility, there is 
no! the . evidence of enjoying 
being milked, there is a need 
for coercion to get the cows 
into the milking area. There is 
a high level of urination and 
~efecation during milking, there 
1s aggressive behaviour, there 
may be attempts to kick off the 
cups or objections to them 
being put on. Cows will be 
reluctant to stand in or cross 
c~rtain areas of the yard. Cows 
will tremble, and sniff the 
ground from side to side. Cows 
may bolt. A sharemilker's herd 
may show a distinct drop in 
productivity after it arrives at a 
new farm. On an electrically 
clean farm with a good herds­
man, the cows exude an aura 
of contentment. 

What can be l>one? 
In order to alleviate the pro­
blem of stray electricity on a 
farm, we consider that it is 
most efficient to use suitable 
instruments to determine what 
type of voltage problems are 
bothering the cows. For exam­
ple, the instruments we have 
developed indicate if it is an 



electric fence energiser, and if 
it is, various energisers can be 
turned off until the measuring 
instruments show no electric 
fence voltages being mea­
sured. It is not uncommon for 
the source to be some-one 
else's energiser, a consider­
able distance away. Similarly, 
continuous AC voltages can be 
measured, and measures taken 
to reduce these. The level of 
spike voltages produced by the 
switching of appliances in vari­
ous houses supplied from the 
same transformer as the milk­
ing shed can be determined. 

In addition we are aware that 
long neutral lines and particu­
larly aluminum neutral lines 
generally cause high levels of 
random spike voltage in the 
milking shed. 

Methods of alleviation include 
correcting all faults in the sup­
ply, optimising the earthing in 
the cow shed and all other 
areas supplied by the transfor­
mer, suitably placing, ground­
ing and maintaining the electric 
fence system, smoothing vol­
tage steps in the floor, exten­
sive ring earthing, and optimum 
placing of the supply transfor­
mers. 

The RecoYerg Proceu 
Recovery of production on 
removal .of voltage probr ems 
may occur in steps, and may 
not become fully apparent until 
the next season. Major beha­
vioural problems rapidly ·dis­
appear, and production typi­
cally improves steadily over a 
period of three weeks or so. 
Quite often there may be 
several different electrical pro­
blems on the farm, and when 
the major problem is removed, 
there is a fairly quick improve­
ment which can be followed by 
some regression. Health pro­
blems such as mastitis are 

slower to improve. 

Cows culled from herds 
because of apparent higher 
sensitivity to electrical stress 
(even if the reason for culling is 
not truly apparent to the far­
mer) can be highly productive 
on another farm free from elec­
trical problems. 

F11rther Research 
We are involved in extensive 
additional research on methods 
of reducing or eliminating stray 
voltages in dairy farms. We 
hope to look at best methods of 
constructing floors or milking 
sheds and cow yards, the pro­
blems of aluminum lines, and 
ancillary equipment such as 
pulsators. 

The above is a brief summary 
of the problems we are facing 
in most farms. 
There is no set recipe for eli­
mination of problems so each 
new dairy must be taken at face 
value. It would be naive to 
suggest that it is the only limit­
ing factor on a dairy farm, but it 
can be a major problem and is 
one that should be addressed 
when "trouble-shooting" pro­
blems with animal production 
and reproduction. 

Hamilton Analytical Laboratory 
Ltd. NZ are the original expan­
ders of research and informa­
tion in the field of stray electri­
cal leakages in dairies and 
associated areas. 
HAL is headed by prominent 
NZ Veterinarian Dr Harry 

Dewes, Dip Ag BVSc, 
MRCVS, FACVSc, who has 
been engaged in "hands-on" 
research into this area in NZ 
and Australia for the past 15 
years. 

Associates in this area in­
clude: 

Dr Evan Dydder, Assoc Pro­
fessor of Physics, Waikato 
Uni, BSc (Hons), MSC 
(Cant), PhD(ANU), MIEE -
original designer of the 
highly sensitive peak record­
ing meters used to detect 
and eliminate sources of pro­
blems. 

Together they otter extensive 
technical and practical back­
up and liasing to the newly . 
established Australian 
Branch. 

The Australian Branch is 
headed by Mike Fremont 
who has worked extensively 
with HAL in New Zealand 
and is now resident in Aus­
tralia and is working in close 
association with Best-Fed 
Nutrition with a view to eff ec­
tively . reducing all limiting 
factors on dairy farms. 
Dr Alison Dewes who is pre­
sently consulting for Best-fed 
has also had extensive expo­
sure to this fi eld and is 
equally able to consult on 
stray voltage and it's effects. 

Mike Fromont 
& Alison Dewes 

Henry Dewes &. Assocs. Ltd 
formerly Hamilton Analytical 

Lab (Australian Branch) 



ALLTECH REFRIGERATION SERVICES 
(AUSTRALIA) PTY LTD 

90 DAWS ROAD, EDW ARDSTOWN SA 5039 
PHONE : (08) 277 8533 FAX : (08) 277 8697 

We specialize in 

Commercial Refrigeration, Air-Conditioning and Milk Vats 

24 Hour Breakdown Service 

Maintenance Planning 

Installation 

Free Advice and Quotations For All Work 

Call us Today To Discuss Your Future Needs Regarding CFC Replacement 

****** 
No travelling time charged as one of our technicians is currently 

residing at Mt Compass 
****** 

LOW MAINTENANCE, FAST, EFFICIENT 
MILK COOLING AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 
Barry Brown and Sons 
have been associated with 
milk vats and tanks for 
24 years and with that 
experience have designed 
tanks especially for chil­
led water systems. 

The emphasis is on the 
dimple plate jacket to 
ensure maximum flow 
rates of chilled water. 

The tanks range from 
4,000 to 30,000 litre in 
vertical and horizontal 
styles. 

Barry Brown and Sons 
have conducted extensive 
testing with Email Ltd 
which have shown that 
the best cooling they can 

offer is obtained using 
Emailair packaged type 
glycol water chillers and 
Barry Brmvn and Sons 
chilled water milk tanks. 

They recommend that for 
dairies up to 6000 litres per 
day all chilling can be car­
ried out within the milk 
tank jacket. 

For larger dairies a com­
bined system is recommen­
ded: the chiller is used to 
cool a thermal storage tank 
of water on night tariff, 
then water is Eumped 
through the p ate cooler 
when milking to cool the 
milk to between 6 and 8 
degrees. The final cooling is 

by pumping the glycol 
water through the milk 
tank jacket. Cooling is 
virtually instant and the 
system can give up to 90 
per cent off-peak running. 

Outside investigations by 
Barry Brown ancl Sons 
lead them to believe that 
initial capital outlay and 
maintenance costs on one 
of their systems are more 
than competitive. 

Barry Brown & Sons are 
pleased to announce the 
appointment of Mr. Robin 
Coleman as State Mana­
ger for South Australia 
and he can be contacted 
on (08) 369 0670. 



: THE ONLY SYSTEM FOR THE FUTURE : 

~.)~ 

EMAi LAiR 

CHILL.ED WATER 
MILK COOLING 

* PLEASE DO NOT CONFUSE THE SYSTEM WITH THE ICEBANK SYSTEM 

Barry Brown & Sons ·have been involved with the dairying 
industry for 24 years and, like Emailair, are totally committed to 
providing dairy farmers with the most efficient, reasonably priced . 
cooling system without compromising quality in any way. 

Contact.... • 

ROBIN COLEMAN 
State Representative 
Phone: 08 369 0670 
Any hour eYery day/ 

Fax: 08 369 0254 

Please send more information on: 
0 MILK TANKS 
0 CHILLER SYSTEMS 
0 COOLING TOWERS 

Post to : Barry Brown & Sons 
No. 1 Sleaford Road 
Windsor Gardens SA 5087 

0 2ND HAND TANKS 

Name; ________________ _ 

Addraaa: ________________ _ 

______________ Postcode: __ _ 

Telsphone: ( 
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QUEENSLAND: 
PRODUCTION AND 
PRICES 
RAINFALL 
Whilst South Australia was being flooded, 
dairy production for the year 1991 /1992 in 
Queensland was in the face of one of the 
worst droughts experienced by the industry in 
approximately 30 years. 

Normal summer rains were not forth coming 
in all dairying areas throughout the State. 
This meant that as the winter progressed, no 
relief agistment or feedstock supplies were 
available from other areas of Queensland. 

All rural industries and the Queensland 
Government working in concert were able to 
establish a Drought Feed Register, which 
identified sources of feedstocks throughout 
Australia, as well as negotiate the release of 
bulk commodities (cotton seed and molasses) 
which were destined for export. 

It should be noted that for the first time in 
history, Queensland imported molasses. 

Currently, many areas of Queensland, 
outside of the south-east corner are still 
experiencing drought conditions, with the 

central west not yet out of the 91/92 Drought 
Declarations. 

PASTUR~SUPPLEMENTARY 
FEEDING 
During the period of the droug_ht t~e . 
Queensland dairy industry maintained milk 
production by extensive use of supplementary 
feeding. Cotton seed was used in many areas 
in conjunction with molasses as well as normal 
maintenance rations. 

So in one of their driest years, Queensland 
managed production of 634 million litres in 
1991/92, compared to South Australia's 411 
million litres, produced in their wettest year on 
record. 
During this period, more extensive use was 
made of silage. Silage storage types used 
were wrapped round bale; pit and bung. Dairy 
farmers in conjunction with Department of 
Primary Industries researcher~ have_ been 
assessing the outcomes ~f various silage . 
production methods. Similarly, the e~onomIc 
benefits of silage feeding, incorporating 
transport and other costs are being assessed. 

COW AND HERD NUMBERS 
The 1991/92 year saw a fall in registered dairy 
numbers to a level of 1843. This was a loss of 
11 from the previous year (or a 0.6% 
decrease). 

The average herd size was 108 head of 
milking and dry stock which gives an 
approximate total herd number of 199000 
head. 

MANUFACTURE MILK PRICE 
Queensland processors pay a range of prices 
for manufacture milk. These prices are usually 
paid on a factory door basis and may not 
include bonuses paid for protein. Minor 
seasonal variations (both demand and ?limate) 
are also reflected in variations in the price for 
manufacture milk. 

For the year 1991/92, an average price paid 
for manufacture milk, fa rm gate, was 
approximately $5.80/kg Butterfat with a range 
moving from as low as $5.00/l<g Butterfat to 
$6.10/kg Butterfat. 

POSITION 
AVAILABLE 

in sharefarming partnership to manage a 230 cow semi-fee~ . lot 
operation. Experience preferred in total herd management and nutnt10n. 
Reply to: PO Box 128 Birdwood SA 5234 



South Australian Pastoral Award 

CURRENT WAGE RATES 
ADULT RATES per 40 hour week without keep ($) : 

Station Hand - less than 12 months experience ... . 293.90 
Station Hand - more than 12 months experience ... 298.60 
General Station Hand ................ . .... 300.60 

JUVENILE RATES - per 40 hour week without keep ($) : 
Age Ra~ Age Ra~ Age Ra~ 
15 ... 132.25 17 ... 161.65 19 ... 220.45 
16 ... 146.95 18 ... 191.05 20 ... 264.50 

CASUAL RATES than S450 per month . Casual employees also attract this 3% 

A • t t b d' 'd d by 40 (hours) levy· ppropna e ra e as a ove, 1v1 e 
multiplied by 17.5%. DAILY RA TES 
SUPERANNUATION The minimum rates to be paid to adult workers engaged by the 

As of July 1.1989 employers are obliged to pay into an 
approved superannuation fund 3 % of their employee's 
gross earnings, (i.e. 3% calculated on the minimum 
award as above, not deducted). 

This compulsory 3 % superannuation payment includes 
employees who are family members. However, it is not 
necessary to be paid for any employee who earns less 

S. C. ACHESON 
DAIRY FARM 
MANAGEMENT 
SERVICES 

Specialising in providing advisory 
services in:-

• Herd Health and Fertility 
Management 

• Milk Yield Management 
t Rolling 12 Month Financial 

Analysis and Summary 
t Budgeting and Forward Planning 
t "Target" & "Ridgeway" Milk 

Progesterone Testing Ki ts 
Through the use of "Daisy" and 
"21C" Programmes provided as an on 
farm bureau service. 
For more information,, contact: 

Sam Acheson 
Ph: (085) 52 5292 Fax: (085) 52 1682 

day is $69.04 per day. 

The minimum rates to be paid to juvenile workers engaged by 
the day shall be one-fifth of the above weekly rates without 
keep. 

These award rates are a minimum figure. As an employer, 
variations from them are at your discretion , but only in an 
upward manner. 



THE 
LAW 

of tfie 

LAND 
SAFETY AND THE LAW . 

The Occupational Health, Safety 
and Welfare Act 1986 places a 
general duty of care on every 
person in a workplace to do all 
that is possible to make sure that 
the workplace is safe and heal­
thy. 

The duty of care for an 
employer is to ensure that 
employees are not exposed to 
hazards while they are working. 

Employers have to organise safe 
systems of work, provide informa­
tion, instruction, training and su­
pervision, provide adequate pro­
tective equipment and consult with 
employees when health and safety 
issues arise. 

Equally, there is a duty on 
employees to co-operate with their 
employers, observe health and 
safety provisions and to take rea-

• • • • • ~ •• • ~ . • • w • • • • 

sonable care to protect them­
selves and others. 

Where machinery is used in a 
workplace, all of the people who 
design, manufacture, import, 
supply, erect • ot install the 
machinery must make sure that 
operators are not exposed to 
hazards when they are using the 
machinery properly. 

This legislation applies to farms 
or any other place where far­
mers are likely to be in the 
course of their work. It covers 
all of the work activities on a 
farm and the use of all farming 
machinery. 

Specific requirements under the 
Act are detailed in various regu­
lations and approved codes of 
practice. Many of these cover 
detailed requirements on the safe 
design and use of machinery. 

South Australian Occupational 
Health and Safety Commission 

SAFETY GROOVING 
'' -~ /,,, • . t•' •• ,,. -~:, ·-..::.. . . ··.-'I .••, '1· ,. ' .,·· ~~ "~-~ ,.._,, ,. •.. : , 

l ' ;~~~?_N;"> :-~~ ;; :IJi!>':- ~JJ/ • -:~~~~?.n rna, : ): 
, - - 0lQ .. ,tJNU.lUE ---lO .. S~-.1-BBl- -- ... . . : 

S.A. Country Papers 

, •~:i;; \ ;t~~l~,, ·•, ~ ,.;,;, , 
accidents in 
YOUR DAIRY!! 

Contact DA VI D 'WI LLIAi't\S 

on (OB) 383 7323 for any 
information you require, 
or for a free quote. 

NATIONAL 
CONCRETE SAWING & DRILLING 

•Glenberrie Stud• 
PO Box 120 
Kangarilla 
SA 5157 

supports 

~1M South Australian 
~ _ I Dairy Farmers 
~ Association 

For alt your Country and City advertising requirements 
phone the one stop shop - SA. Country Papers 

(08) 363 0900 
One phone call, one account convenience at the lowest 

rates. Phone Connie or Tracy today for all your 
advertising needs, 1 ad or 100 ads. 

~,~frfi', S.A. Country Papers 
19 Rundle Street, 

-;~ Kent Town 



Friday 2nd July 1993 at 11.30 am 
at the Strathalbyn Sale Centre_ 

A/ c A. C. Pike "Korella" Prospect Hill 

This is a very good herd of top producing cows which 
will be fresh in or springing. 
Herd Average 1992/93 6,832 Ltrs, 4.3% 295 Kg BF 
3.2%, 217 Kg 'Protein. 

Cell count No 1 in District 6 month average, ABV + 
231M + 13.SF + 6.4P 

The Herd will be reclassified prior to the sale - current 
class shows 81 % GP + with 8VG & 53GP. 

Jfigftfiglits Jncfutft: 
~ Lot 1 "Wendy Lou" 2nd GP 80, 1st class. A "Roxy D" with 

7,748 litres, 276 F. 232 P. Her sister ·'N ed Wendv Lou" GP80 
with 6,973 litres 275F, 202 P on her 1st lactation . Their Dam 
"Dowross Hill Wendy Lyn" GP84 8,978, 332F. 260P sells as lot 
67. 

~ Lot 2 "Ned Butterfly" GP82 with 7,858 litres. 370F, 254P, Lot 
82 is her Dtr "Jupitor Tweedledum" with 6,446 litres, 292 F, 196 
Pon her 1st lactation. 

❖ Lot 5 "Starbuck Leanne" 2nd GP8 l 1st Class with 6,5894, 305 F. 
209 P. 

~ Lot 85 " Daisy Cilla" VG85, STP, Star Brood Cow with 7,416 
litres, 336 F, 221 P, sells with 4 Dtrs: Lot 3 " Ned Connie" 4th 
VG with 87,574 litres; Lot 15 ··Ned Connie '" 3rd VG86 with 
6,086 litres, 278 F, I 96 P; Lot 63 "Ned Coon ie" 5th GP82 with 
6,036 litres, 276 F, 200 P and Lot 98 "Artist Connie" 6th with 
5,889 litres, 221 F, 174 P on her 1st lactation. 

<- Lot 84 "Artist Colleen" GP81 1st class with 9.706 litres, 375 F, 
226 P is a grud Dtr from Lot 15 and also selling is a sister by 
" Roxy D". 

'Top Proauction cow is: 
❖ Lot 65 "Star Twilight" GP81 with 9.706 litres, 375 F. 302 P. 

Otliu •star Cots indutft: 
❖ Lot 8 "Stubuck Marlene" 2nd GPS2 with 7J76 litres. 332 F. 

266P a Dtr of ''Ned Lorrie" VG87, 6,314 !itrcs. 287 F. 202 P. 

5f{so 
~ 5 ''ET" "Enchinm" Dtrs and J "ET" "L1 pimion ' ' Dtrs oi 

"Nee Lome" VGS7 that • ill be fresh iri or sprmgrn~ ~ their 1st 
calves. 

♦ Lot 29 "Roxy Dulcoe" VG S ith 9,m litres, 361 F., 26i P. 

' I I ,..:: ~""""-l!lia;lll~!IIH,ifl 

♦ LO( 92 ·'Roxy Priscilla" 2nd GP84 with 8,784 litres, 382 F. 279 
P: Sisters Lot's 26 and 46 "Ringo" 3rd GP80, 8,183 iitres, 381 F, 
260 P and "Ringo" 4th, 7,221 litres, 329 F, 221 P, both by 
"Starlite Jup;tor". 

♦ Lot 25 "Ned Gerda" 2nd VG85 with 282 F, 188 P and her Dtr 
Lot 52 " Anist Glitter" GP80 !st Class with 6.985 litres, 260 F, 
205 P. 

Otfur top cows incfatft: 
+ Lot 41 "Master Elite" 8,00l litres, 321 F, 244P. 
+ Lot 57 "Artist Roberta" 8,804 litres, 298 F, 260 P. 
❖ Lot 9 " Roxy Emerald" GP82, 7.265 litres, 299 F, 228 P. 
❖ Lot 107 "Master Mia" VG85, 7903 litres, 336 F. 254 P sells with 

3 Dtrs, "Star Miranaa" with 8,028 litres, 3J2 F. 261 P, " Fred 
Miranda " 3rd with 6862 litres 268 F, 210 Pon Isl lactation and 
" Jupitor Miranda" 2nd GP83 with 7,063 litres. 324 F.140 P and 
her twin "Artist" Heifers '•Mistress 2 & 3 " . 

❖ Lot 62 "Ned Paula" GP84, 8004 litres, 388 F, 260 P. 
❖ Lot 11 ' 'Roxy Spice" 4th GP83 with 7,471 litres 3 87 F. 265 P. 
<- Lot 88 "Tempo Spice" GPSO with 288 F, 205 P. 
❖ Lot 43 " Roxy Madame " 2nd VG85 , 292 F. 204 P. and her 

"Artist" Heifer lot 45 "Marina". 
❖ Lot 60 "Sage Duchess" VG85, 7829 litres, 319 F, 215 P. 
❖ Lot 96 "Master Pippa" VG86 6,381 litres, 292 F, 192 P with her 

Dtr Lot 74 '·Flipper"' GP82 1st Class with 6.202 litres. 225 F. 
mi • 

There are many, many more top producing cows in 
this outstanding herd. Genuine dispersals of this 
quality are few and far between. Don't miss out! 

Cata{ogues avai{a6{e on enquiry. 

·Enquiries: 

Allan Peglar PH: 08 323 8336 
Dalgety Bennetts Farmers, Strathalbyn 

PH: 085 362 555 
Prior inspections welcome by 

appointment with vendors 
PH: 085 366171 
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1993 CONFERENCE & 
ELECTIONS ALL OVER! 

will book a small loss for phone Jenny or me at the 
ru1ming the Conference. office . 

Well, its over for another 
year! The Conference and 
' 'pre-election fever'' is gone. Attendances were very good Don't forget tapes of the 

a on Day l with 278 present speeches are available. Order 
and 256 at the Conference forms have been included with 

This Conference was 
"first" in many ways: 
+ first joint Conference with 

Dairy Industry Association 
of Australia (DIA.A.) 

+ first time at a world-clas ~ 
venue - Adelaide Hilton 

+ first occasion involving an 
"international" speaker -
Professor Bill Dobson from 
the University of 
Wisconsin 

Everyone will have their own 
special view of the highlights . 
For me, the most motivational 
speeches were those of 
Terence Sheppard and Dou­
glas Furby. Terence Sheppard 
spoke about "managing 
change" and Douglas Furby 
on "quality management". 

Also the ' 'Dairy Breaks'' 
were excellent and our thanks 
to the dairy companies which 
exhibited their products and 
the other sponsors. 

Financially, DIAA and SADA 

Dinner. However, numbers 
were down on Day 2 with 
about 150 registrations. 

There will be some lessons 
learnt. We may return to a 
one day format. 

Dairy farmer numbers were 
also low - so the real issue is 
how to attract YOU to the 
Conference. 

A change of loca­
tion may help , 
but lowering the 
standards at a 
second rate venue 
is just not on. 
Who knows, per­
haps SADA can 
organise transport 
next year. 

If you have any 
ideas or sugges­
tions for im ­
provement, please 

this J oumal. 

93/94 PRESIDENT 
Congratulations must go to 
Allan Manning yet again! 
Allan has been re-elected as 
President, which makes it his 
fifth year. Maybe he's just a 
glutton for punishment! 
Anyway Allan, keep up the 
good work. 

IN THIS ISSUE 
■ YOUR CURRENT 

PRESIDENTS & 
SECRET ARIES 

■ MORE ON SUPER 
■ GRANTS FOR 

FINANCE & 
MANAGEMENT 
ADVICE 

■ MT LOFTY SDP 
REVIEW 

I PUBLISHED MONTHLY PRICE $3.00 $30.00 PER YEAR, POST PAID REGISTERED BY AUSTRALIA POST PUBLICATION NO. SAC 1906 

THIS JOURNAL IS PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPE/l BECAt/SE WE CARE! 



THANKS ROGER 
On behalf of our State's dairy 
farmers, I would like to thank 
Roger Basham for his contri­
bution as Senior Vice-Pre­
sident and as a member of the 
Executive Committee of 
SADA. 

Special mention should also be 
made of his family's support 
because in these positions it is 
ultimately the family unit 
which copes with the pressure. 

Judy and David are now rest­
ing easily, while Roger will be 
milking the cows a little more 
often. 

WELL DONE 
"JOHNS" & RAY 

+ John Tiver on his 
"elevation" to Junior \'ice­
President. 

To complete the ''new look'' 
Executive, Ray Heinrich has 
moved from Junior to Senior 
Vice-President. 

Roger decided to step down 
from these positions prior to 
the elections at Central Coun­
cil. I understand though that he 
will still be involved in some 
current issues involving 
SADA and he will, of course, 
continue to sit on Central 
Council. 

Congratulations to the two 
"Johns" : • Jttlrian Scott 

L 

', 

+ John Whellams on his 
election to the Executive 
Committee, and 

~2::~ecutive Officer 

DAIRY FACTORIES 
CONTINUE TO 
ANNOUNCE 
INCREASES IN 
MANUFACTURE 
MILK PRICE 
extract from UDV Hotline 16. 6. 93 

Bonlac Foods announced a step up on 1 June 
of 9 cents kg bf and 21 cents kg protein 
retrospective to 1 July 1992, bringing the 
Bonlac price to $2.46/kg bf and $5.22/kg 
protein from Aug-Dec 1992 and $2.60 kg/bf 
and $5.51/kg protein for July 1992 and 
Jan-Jun 1993 less volume cha·rge of 2.6 cents 
pl. The Bonlac price is inclusive of the o·ff 
peak premium but excludes the stop charge 
redistribution. Winter incentives will be paid 
in the three lowest production months at 26 
cents/kg bf and 51 cents/kg protein . A quality 
bonus for all choice manufacture milk of 3 
cents/kg bf and 6 cents/kg protein will be 

.. ~M. .. 

paid and a production incentive ranging from 
1.5 cents/kg to 6.0 cents/kg combined manu­
facture fat and protein above 15,000 kg will 
be paid on total season manufacture fat and 
protein with July proceeds. 

Kraft foods announced a step up on 5 May of 
6.4 cents/kg bf and 12.0 cents/kg protein 
effective from 1 June 1993 and retrospective 
to 1 July 1992 bringing the Kraft price to 
$2.669/kg bf and $5.029/kg protein less 
volume charge of 1.0 cents pl July 1992, 
Jan-Jun 1993 and 3.5 cents pl for Aug-Dec 
1992. Kraft also pay off season incentives 
ranging from 4 to 10 cents pl in the tJnee 
lowest production months based on produc­
tion these months as a % of Oct 1992 
production. 

EDITOR'S NOTE 
UsiI1g .1 proteli1: butterfat ratio of 0. 76 the 
fo/lowiJ;g prices are obtail1ed. 

Bonlac Foods $S.81 Aug - Dec 92 
$6. I 7 July 92, Jan - J1111e 93 

Nu.t.c...· Volume charge has been deducted 
Wil1ter 1°I1ce11tives, quality bo11us and 
production incentive not il1cluded. 

le 



.1 wish to sincerely thank the SADA members, DIAA members, their spouses and fam1nes, a 
broad range of .industry supporters, sponsors and the On Farm Training Students for their 
attendance and support at our Sblte Conference on June 8 a.nd 9 . 

.1 must add a special thank you to Adn'an, Jenny, Sue, Kate and Bob Snewin, Rocco Galluccio and 
Julie from DIAA . 

.1 believe, the conference was a great success - However suggestions to make next yea.rs event 
even better will be greatly appreciated. 

For this communique I have elected to include extracts from my report to Central Council in o.rder 
to convey some ofmy thoughts to all members. 

The most important issue is the commitment by the Minister, Terry 0.room, for the proclamation 
of the Dairy Industry A ct 1.9.92 and the accompanying regulations from July 1st. 

CENTRAL COUNCIL PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
HIGHLIGHTS 

0 Legislation - Commitment 
by Minister for the procla­
mation of the Act July 1st. 
and accompanying regula­
tions - but unfortunately not 
the 2 cents - following Cen­
tral Council this issue · is 
being addressed by the pro­
cessors in consultation with 
the Minister. 

0 State-Wide Equity - issues 
being resolved by the Sta- 0 
tewide Equity negotiating 
team are: 

1. Structure of Equalisation 
Company 

2. Structure of changes to 
agreement 

3. Notice to change supply 

4. Documentation of trans­
port adjustments 

5. Tabling of Company 
Agreement for Physical 
Transfers 

6. Appointment of Secretary 

0 The structure and strength 
of our farmer organisation is 

based on a strong and 
active branch structure 
feeding into a quality Cen­
tral Council to ensure there 
is a process for policy deci­
sions and priority setting to 
ensure on-farm needs of 
farmers are identified. I 
shall refer to the role of 
Central Council later in this 
report. 

Our first full year with the 
expertise and support of 
Adrian Scott as the Execu­
tive Officer of SADA. 

The point I want to emphas­
ise to delegates is the im­
portance of quality execu­
tive support. Adrian has 
brought to SADA vast 
experience in the political 
arena at State and Federal 
level. 

His academic background 
in economics is invaluable 
combined with his 
experience in other indus­
tries, Adrian has brought a 
new perspective in policy 

and planning into this 
organisation. His expertise 
has been spread thin in the 
last 12 months dealing with 
a vast range of executive 
roles including the perplex­
ing role of READO Execu­
tive Officer and the culture 
to break into at Australian 
Dairy Farmers Federation 
level. Adrian maybe your 
economic skills have been 
spread thinly but your 
warmth, understanding and 
compassion has been appre­
ciated by all of us. I wish 
personally to thank you and 
your wife Penny for your 
contribution to the South 
Australian Dairy Industry 
thus far. 

0 The level of SADA 
achievement can best be 
measured by what has been 
included in the Dairy In­
dustry Act 1992. It has 
been a particularly difficult 
task to incorporate the 
necessary legislative dis­
ciplines into one Act -



ECOIAB 
L I Q U I D 

S U P E R K L E N Z 

prevents 
Protein build up 

also 
Heavy Duty Descaler 

use 
Once a Week 

available from 

Combined Rural Traders, 
Murray River Wholesalers, Dairy Vale 

when some producers have 
been operating under an 
Act that was proclaimed in 
1928. 

The most difficult task has 
been to develop agreements 
and protocol to bring the 
market milk processors 
(Dairy Vale and Farmers 
Union Foods Limited) up to 
the same level playing field 
in the South-East and the 
North. It is ironical that the 
farmers in these areas have 
been prepared to supply 0 market milk under the 
Dairy Industry Act 1928 
without a pricing discipline 
for all this period of time. 

The consequence of this 
has been the very difficult 
task to preserve country 
processing plants and in 
turn create a level playing 
field in readiness for total 
deregulation post the Farm 
Gate. 

I wish to recognise the 
support and assistance 
given to me by Pat Rowley, 
John McQueen, ADFF and 
Michael Taylor, ADIC in 
the earlier stages. 

The management of the 2 
cent Pool has been a most 
delicate area of negotiations 
I have ever experienced. 
However, 23(c) of the Act 
allows the Processors to 
manage the pool under 
direction of the Minister. 

The pressure to change the 
structure of dairy legisla­
tion is not confined to 
South Australia. 

Farmers in England and 
Wales will be exposed to 
commercial pressures with 
the removal of the Milk 
Marketing Board (MMB) 
and its inherent power of a 
statutory buying monopoly. 

Under present law virtually 
all dairy farmers have to 

sell their milk to the MMB 
and dairy Companies sub­
sequently buy their milk 
from the MMB. 

It is of particular interest to 
note that:-

0 Pressure from consolida­
ted supermarket buying 
power and the disparity 
between prices for milk 
based on the "principle 
of end use'' are the 
main causes of conflict 
which have led to the 
current level of change. 

0 The disparity in price 
between liquid milk 
volumes and processed 
(manufactured) milk has 
fostered an environment 
of premium evasion ie: 

When is milk market 
milk? and 

,¥hat level of process­
ing denotes manufac­
ture? 



Ultra heat treated (UHT) 
milk in Australia is 
applying the very same 
pressure on the Austra­
lian system. 

In communicating the UK 
experience to SADA mem­
bers I am not suggesting 
SA or Australia do the 
same. However the well 
planned process of strategic 
planning to facilitate a 
changing environment is I 
believe a very necessary 
process. 

The objective has been to 
preserve as many of the 
benefits of the current sys­
tem as possible, in order to 
supply high quality milk 
and maintenance of the 

• security needed to ensure 
farmers receive prompt 
payment for their milk. The 
intention is to maintain the 
mechanisms to: 

1. deal with regional and 
seasonal variations in 

production. 

2. continue provision of on 
farm services to dairy 
farms. 

3. fully capitalise on the 
existing efficient 
national transport sys­
tem. 

4. foster an infrastructure to 
enable farmers to join 
together effectively to 
sell their milk to the 
small number of large 
powerful buyers in a 
manner that is commen­
surate with ·the strength 
of those buyers ( 4 major 
buyers in England and 
Wales purchase two 
thirds of the milk cur­
rently sold by the 
MMB). 

5. enable a pricing system 
which is market-driven 
and responsive to supply 
and demand. 

The key factor in this pro-

cess of change is the crea­
tion of a supply co-opera­
ti ve (known as ''Dairy 
Marque") that will be 
accessible to all farmers. 

Only time will prove the 
effectiveness of these 
changes - and close obser­
vation of the effects will be 
invaluable to other coun­
tries including Australia. 

In summary I wish to thank 
my Executive and Central 
Council Delegates for their 
valuable and quality contribu­
tion over this very difficult 
period. I wish to convey a very 
special thank you to Roger 
Basham for his efforts and 
wisdom and his ability to be 
an impeccable team man. 
Thank you Roger! and a spe­
cial thank you to Judy and 
David for their tolerance and 
support. 

ALLAN MANNING~ 
. President ~ 

ALL TECH REFRIGERATION SERVICES 
(AUSTRALIA) PTY LTD 

90 DAWS ROAD, EDW ARDSTOWN SA 5039 
PHONE: (08) 277 8533 FAX: (08) 277 8697 

We specialize in 

Commercial Refrigeration, Air-Conditioning and Milk Vats 

24 Hour Breakdown Service 

Maintenance Planning 

Installation 

Free Advice and Quotations For All Work 

Call us Today To Di5cuss Your Future Needs Regarding CFC Replacement 

****** 
No travelling time charged as one of our technicians is currently 

residing at Mt Compass 
****** 



DAIRY INDUSTRY 
HONOURED 

LICENCES 

The Dairy Authority of South 
Australia announced that it would 
honour all existing licences previously 
issued under the Dairy Industry Act 
1928 and the Metropolitan Milk 
Supply Act 1946. 

Existing licences will become 
provisional licences under the Dairy 
Industry Act 1992 until current licence 
holders have applied for a licence 

under the new Act. 

Applications for a licence under the 
Dairy Industry Act will be mailed to 
current licence holders after the new 
Act has been proclaimed on 1 July 
1993. 

MJBRussell 
C.bairperson 

Dairy Aut/10.rity of Sout/J Australia 

"ALMOND SHELL" Ideal stock feed $25/tonne transport avail. Phone: P (085) 562194 
B (085) 562 702 

S. C. ACHESON 
, DAIRY FARM 
I 

MANAGEMENT 
SERVICES 

Specialising in providing advisory 
services in:-

t Herd Heal th and Fertility 
Management 

t Milk Yield Management 

t Rolling 12 Month Financial 
Analysis and Summary 

t Budgeting and Forward Planning 
t "Target" & "Ridgewa " Milk 

Progesterone Testing kits 
Through the use of "Daisy" and • 
"21C" Programmes provided as an on 
farm bureau service. 
For more in.formation/ contact· 

Sam Acheson. 
Ph: (085) 52 5292 Fax: (085) 52 1682 

Contact DA VI D \NI LLIA,"1..,\S 

on (08) 383 7323 for any 
information you require, 
or for a free quote. 

NJ\TIONJ\L 
CONCRETE SAWING & DRILLING 

•Gtenberrie Stud• 
PO Box 120 
Kangarilla 
SA 5157 



SA COMPANY LEADS 
FIGHT AGAINST 
KILLER VIRUS 

Northfield Laboratories, 
part of the South Austra­
lian Research and Deve-
1 op men t Institute, is 

... and you can lie[p ! 
developing a new concept ted cows after calving and 
in pharmaceutical pro- processed into a natural 
ducts aimed at the pre- powder. A small amount of 
vention of infectious this powder is fed to those 
diarrhoea in children. It at risk of infection. The 
is a world leader in this powder can be mixed with 
field . • infant formula or other 

foods. 
Rotavirus is the major 
cause of this diarrhoea The product has been so 
and is responsible for a successful at preventino- in­
million deaths worldwide fection in trials held' at 
each_ year. It generates major hospi tals in Australia 
ml:-ch _suffering, causes and overseas, that the re is 
ep1dem1cs of gastroenteri- alreadv demand from these 
tis in hospitals, kinder- hospi ta.ls for the final pro­
gartens, day care centres duct. Final clinical trials are 
and in the home. Yalu- about to start and sales are 
able hospital resources planned to begin in Austra­
are tied up as infected lia in 1994. America, Europe 
child!en usually require and Asia are expected to be 
hospital treatment. It is major markets- in futu re 
also a life threatenino- years. 
problem for adults, sue~ This development is already 
as organ transplant reci- benefiting some South Aus­
pients, whose immune tralian cfairy farmers and 
system is suppressed. businesses. These benefits 
The concept is to use anti- are expected to increase as 
viral agents (antibodies) commercial production 
produced by dairy cows. expands in 1994. Northfield 
Cows are vaccinated with expects to vaccinate 1500 
a rotavirus vaccine and cows in the summer of 
produ~e antibody against 1993/94. If the product is 
the vITus. These anti- successfully marketed, there 
bodies are collected from will be a rapid scale-up of 
the colostrum of vaccina- operations. Market research 

indicates that colostrum 
from 40,000 cows will be 
required by 1999. 

Approximately 1500 cows 
from 20 dairy herds 
around the metropolitan 
supply area have been 
successfully vaccinated 
and colostrum collected 
on a commercial basis 
over the past three years . 
The hard work and feed­
back from these farmers • 
has been v ital to the 
success of the program to 
date. It has also enabled 
Northfield to improve 
their initial "crude" 
methods and develop a 
practical system for col­
ostrum collection aimed 
at making participation in 
the program attractive 
and proritable for far­
mers. 

All of us 'i-vorking on this 
proj(=ct hope that South 
Australian dairy farmers 
will support this impor­
tant value-adding indus­
try in the future o y their 
participation in North­
field's Colostrum Sup­
pliers Programme. 

!For more information on tft.e Cofostrum Supp[iers Programme contact ..... 

Peter Whyte, Northfield Laboratories on (08) 266 2266 
or 

Alex Todd, Flaxley Research Centre on (08) 388 8220 
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'TfianR_you .... 
John ancf Jucfith Schofidcf sincere[y t!ianfc_S..91..f})J'l :Mem6ers who gave tfiem 

cfonations of !iay ancf money wfien their property was ffoocfecf in f})ecem6er. 

Tfiey wouM afso fil(e to tfianl( tfie many peop[e wfio pfionecf ancf caffecf to 

see them. It was gready appreciatecf! 



Millions of important 
Aussies depend on it! 
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Australian dairy farmers rely on CAUSMAG as a dependable, no-nonsense 
animal remedy to control Grass Tetany and assist in the production of 
milk fat in dairy cattle. And over the last quarter of a century CAUSMAG 
has introduced many other important benefits, helping to ensure the 
health and productivity of the national dairy herd. 

CAUSMAG: 
■ Is pure white, containing a minimum of 95% magnesium oxide 
■ Will reduce the instances of milk fever 
■ Is effective in increasing milk fat yield when feeding cereal grains 
■ Is a dietary buffering agent used to reduce acidosis in dairy cows 
■ Can be supplied in powder, molasses blend or dust free granular fonn. 

It's pure, it's white, it works! 
All CAUSMAG products are proven and trusted, and are registered 
as stock medicines through_out Australia. 

AVAILABLE FROM: 

CAUSMAG INTERNATIONAL DAVID MITCHELL LTD 
008 020 618 (NSW) (03) 429 6022 (VIC. Distributor) 



Conf ere nee '93 

CHALLENGES AHEAD FOR 
DAIRY CO-OPS 

Australian dairy co-operatives need 
to expand or enter new business if 
they are to embrace the challen~es 
facing the dairy industry accord mg to 
a visiting US expert. 

University of Wisconsin-Madison 
dairy marketing and policy 
Distinguished Professor Bill Dobson 
told the Dairy Industry Association 
of Australia and South Australian 
Dairyfarmers' Association joint 
conference in Adelaide last week that 
many Australian dairy co-operatives 
would need to expand or merge to 
survive. 
ProfDobson, whose Australian visit 
was partly funded by the Dairy 
Research and Development 
Corporation, said the future of 
co-operatives in the US, Europe, and 
Australia was being shaped by 
industry deregulation, industrialisa­
tion of the dairy industry and the 
growing power of investor owned 

' 

firms such as supermarkets. 
"Dairy co-operatives in Australia and 
elsewhere need to expand their existing 
business or enter new businesses to 
compete effectively in the environment 
which will exist in the next few years,'' 
he said. 
"In Australia, the US and elsewhere, 
mergers and acquisitions are being used 
by dairy co-operatives to ~ain the 
bargaining power, processmg plants, 
product quality and efficiency needed to 
operate successfully . 
"Marketing and new product 
development challenges will create 
incentives for additional mergers and 
expansion of dairy co-operatives to 
compete effectively with inves tor owned 
firms such as big supermarket chains'' . 

One challenge facing Australian 
co-operatives is to overhaul their 
financial management to raise the capital 
necessary for 'big money' expansion, 

ProfDobson said. 

''One of the most serious problems 
facing Australia's dairy co-operatives 
is their inability to earn and retain 
profits,'' he said. 

"Figures from a 1989 survey of 31 
Australian dairy co-operatives show 
that they financed only 8 per cent of 
assets with issued capital. 

"Additional equity capital will have 
to be supplied by farmer members or 
the public and co-operatives will 
have to take on additional long term 
debt to provide the necessary 
financing," he said. 

Financing options used by US dairy 
co-operatives included revolving 
funds, dedections from 
producer-members' milk cheques 
known as 'unit capita retains', base 
capital plans and the recent growth of 
joint ventures. 

UPS & DOWNs 
A continuing downturn for 
Australia's rural sector was 
confinned by the Agricultural 
Finance Survey preliminary 
estimates released in late May 
by the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics. 

In 1991-92 the turnover of 
farm businesses was $18,372 
million, 4.,3 per cent below the 
1990-91 furn over and 15. 8 per 
cent below turnover in 1989-
90. -

Unlike the previous year, not all 
agricultural industries were 
adversely affected by the down­
turn. The largest decreases in tur­
nover from 1990-91 to 1991-92 
were recorded by the sheep-meat 
cattle industry (down 24 per cent) 
and sheep industry (down 22 per 
cent). However, there were some 
industries that recorded increases 
in turnover with milk cattle (up 13 
per cent) vegetables (up 10 per 
cent) and cereal grain and oilseeds 

(up 1 O per cent) recording the 
greatest increases. 

All states except South Austra­
lia recorded a decrease in tur­
nover between the years 1990 
and 1992. 

However, South Australia 
remained well down on the 
figure for 1989-90. 

The largest decrease over the 
1990 to 1992 period occurred 
in New South Wales. 



• DAJRY RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

SOUTH 
AUSTRALIAN 

VISIT 
The Dairy Research and 
Development Cor­
poration (DRDC) visited 
South Australia during 
the first week in June to 
keep in touch with issues 
affecting the local indus­
try. 

In addition to the 
monthly Board meeting, 
DRDC Directors met witn 
the South Australian 
Dairyfarmers' Associa­
tion and visited Dairy­
vale Co-operative, Flax­
ley Research Station and 
Max and Marlene Green's 

commitment to, research 
and development. 
"The trip has highlighted 
some important issues 
affecting tne South Austra­
lian dairy industry, includ­
ing the need to improve 
feed and milk production 
and milk cooling on farms," 
he said. 

"Deregulation is an impor­
tant issue for manufac­
turers . Accessing informa­
tion technology to help im­
prove competition is a 
priority. 

DRDC DIRECTOR TERRY MAKIN AND SOUTH AUSTRA­
LIAN DAIRY FARMERS MAX GREEN AND HANS YAN 
DYK DISCUSS FEEDING MAIZE TO DAIRY HERDS 

dairy farm in the Ade­
laide Hills. 

Managing Director, Dr 
Paul Donnelly, said he 
was impressed by the in­
dustry's interest in, and 

Because dairy farmers fund 
the DRDC through the 
research levy, we are com­
mitted to ensuring dairy 
farmers benefit from DRDC 
activities." 

The trip was also an 
opportunity to meet with 
several local researchers 
who presented their find­
ings . 

South Australian research 
currently funded by 
DRDC includes: 

Farm 
♦ ryegrass mosaic virus 

ana cereal rust mite 
(University of Ade­
laide) 

♦ lucerne breeding 
(SARDI - Northfield) 

♦ white clover evalua­
tion (Flaxley Research 
Institute) 

♦ introduction of dung 
beetles (CSIRO) 

♦ phosphate rock fertili­
ser evaluation (Flax­
ley) 

Manufacturing 
♦ identifying Listeria in 

the factory 
♦ Co-operative Research 

Centre for Tissue 
Growth and Repair 
(new uses for milk 
components in the 
pharmaceutical indus­
try) 

Human Nutrition 
♦ consumers and the 

milk mucus effect 
♦ dairy proteins and 

human nealth 



JACK GREEN CHURCHILL FELLOWSHIP 
'lJairg ~armersJ 'lJairy Compang & 'lJairg Organisation 

staff are a{[ e{igihfe 
Three Fellowships have been awarded so far - 2 
to dairy farmers, 1 to a factory employee - in the 
first three years. Annual Fellowships can only 
continue if the fund reaches the target of 
$175,000. It is now $25,000 short. (Thats just 250 
donations @ $ 100 or 500 @ $50). 

Help it over the line and improve the chances of 

The Jack Green Churchill Fellowship Fund 
Churchill Trust - 218 Northbourne Avenue 
BRADDON ACT 2601 

Please send a receipt for the enclosed tax 
deductible donation of $ ................ .... pay-
able to ''CHURCHILL TRUST - JACK 
GREEN FUND" to: 

you and your friends in the industry getting a Jack 
Green Fellowship. Use the coupon below to make 
a donation before June 30 and get a tax deduction. 

The Fellowships enable a person of proven merit 
from the dairy industry to go overseas for about 3 
months and bring back information to help us all. 
Fares, fees and a living allowance are paid. 

M _____________ _ 

Postcode--

MINI MILK BAR Si/clear 
~inner of designer performance application award 
at the 1991 N.Z. National Field Days 

CLEAR SILICONE 
DAIRY TUBING 

• gravity feed 
• 15L / 5 teats 
• moulded hooks fit 1" timber or 

3/4" pipe rails 
• solid handle 
• easy to clean/ no tubes 
• back of feeder moulded in 5 

litre gradients 

Ot:lier t:ypes avai.fa6[e 

DISTRIBUTED BY: 
SAUNDERS & CO (AUST) 

' LOTl,HENSCHKESTREET 
DRY CREEK SA 5094 

v' LONG LIFE 5 YEARS+ 

v' NO CRACKING/ 
PERISHING 

v' EASILY CLEANED 

v' DOES NOT SUPPORT 
BACTERIAL GROWTH 

v' WELL PROVEN & TESTED 

v' COST EFFECTIVE/ 
INCREASE PROF~ 

~ 
PHONE: (08) 2628422 
FAX: (08) 2628440 
AH: Stephen Nussio (085) 354050 



JlJe Mmister J;,zs wr1iteJJ to J?oger 
Bas/Jam out/ming t/Je steps to rense 
t/Je cuuenl SJJ.P. Esse.JJIJ'a/fy, a 
renew le3/ll /J,gs been set up wit/J J 
compe/Jtmsive bn'e/, w/Jk/J we /JJ ve 
repoducecl /or J'Ollr illfol77lalion. As 
J'OV WJ!I see from t/Je Bn'e/, erel]' 
aspect of" t/Je No. I SJJJ' a11d t/Je 
},f tVJJgeme.o/ .,P/311 must be e.umined 
a11d t/Je .l?en'ew's major JJRxfuct w1JJ 
be J coJJsultation dali SJJ.P. 

DRAFT 
REVIEW 
GUIDELINES 
Specifically, the tasks include the 
following: 

To review the recommendations of 
the three major reports, prepared on 
the Ranges in recent months, by the 
Advisory Committee on Planning 
(ACOP), the Environment, Resources 
and Development Committee (ERD) 
and the Local Government Planners 
in the Ranges . The review should 
result in a document which is more 
comprehensible and equitable than 
the current SDP, and will implement 
the following Government objectives 
for the Ranges: 
❖ The maintenance and enhance­

ment of the natural resources of 
the Ranges. 

❖ The enhancement of the Ranges 
catchments as sources of high 
quality water. 

❖ The long-term sustainability of 
rural p(oduction in the Ranges. 

❖ The preservation and restoration 
of remnant native vegetation in 
the Ranges . 

❖ The enhancement of the amenity 

GOVT. TO REVISE 
MT. LOFTY PLANS 

and landscape of the Ranges for the zones outside the Water Protection 
enjoyment of all South Australians. Area. 

(1) Review the controls on residential 
development and land division in rural 
areas, by examining the following 
options: 
❖ clustering scheme 
~• rural title scheme 
❖ land capability approach (consent 

provisions) 

(2) Review the controls on residential 
land division in urban areas within the 
Water Protection Area, namely the allot­
ment size prohibitions in the high rain­
fall area (4,000 square metres). 

(Only the Liberal Party Alternative 
Policy suggested amendments to this 
subdivision policy, but the policy is 
related to the transfer scheme). 

(3) Review the "transfer of titles" 
(amalgamation units) scheme under the 
Real Property Act. The review should 
examine the following options, or com­
binations thereof: 
❖ Expansion of the current scheme 

outside the Water Protection Area . 
❖ Amend the scheme to a transferable 

development right scheme, in lieu of 
allotments only. 

❖ Abolish the scheme, and introduce 
other measures to address the objec­
tives . 

The review process should consider 
whether the scheme is to remain "man­
datory" (upon amalgamation of allot­
ments) or be an optional scheme. The 
proposed solution should complement 
the development controls outlined in (1) 
and (2) above. 

(4) Review the area affected by the 
planning controls. 

(5) Investigate locations for rural living 

(6) Investigate possibilities for sub­
regional variations to regional poJi: 
cies. 

(7) Review adequacy of measures to 
restrict urban expansion. 

(8) Review the Mount Lofty Ranges 
Management Plan in light of submis­
sions received, and prepare a final 
version for submittal to the Natural 
Resources Council. 

(9) Fonnulate provisions in the SDP 
to address the non-residential com­
ponents of the Management Plan, 
namely: 
❖ Environmental protection 
❖ Water resources 
❖ Primary production 
❖ Mining and Mineral Resources 
❖ Tourism development 
❖ Recreation and Sport 

❖ Bushfires 

The emphasis in the drafting of these 
policies will be on land capability 
approach where practicable, and will 
address the equity issues of the 
current controls which discriminate 
on owners of groups of allotments . 

The products required from the 
review process will be: 

(1) A consultation draft of the SD P 
containing the relevant items detailed 
above. 

(2) A finalised version of the 
Management Plan (to be renamed a 
Planning Strategy). 

(3) Drafting instructions for revision 
of the transfer scheme under the Real 
Property Act and Regulations, if 
necessary . 



The Farm Financial/ Manage­
ment Advice (FMA) Scheme 
provides grants to South Aus­
tralian farmers for independent 
financial or management 
advice. The grants are part of 
the Rural Adjustment Scheme 
(RAS). 

• RAS is set up under the Rural 
Adjustment Act 1992 (Com­
monwealth) which came into 
effect on 1st January 1993. 

In South Australia, RAS is 
administered by the Minister of 
Primary Industries through 
Rural Finance and Develop­
ment (RF&D), Primary fadus­
tries, South Australia. 

What is the grant? 
The FMA grant is for an 
amount up to $2,000. This 
amount can be used in one year 
or the total amount can be 
spread over three years. 

The grant is to provide eligible 
farmers with independent finan­
cial or management advice 
which can be used as part of an 
assessment of the long-tenn 

GRANTS FOR FARM 
FINANCIAL/MANAGEMENT 
ADVICE 
productivity and profitability of 
the farm. 

Who may apply? 
All farmers may apply. They do 
not have to be RF&D clients. To 
apply fill out the FMA RAS 
application form. RF&D will 
assess your eligibility for the 
grant. 

Existing RF&D clients, with RAS 
loans or interest subsidies, may 
apply for the grant using the FMA 
RAS application form. 

New RF&D clients who have been 
offered a RAS loan or ai1 interest 
subsidy will automatically be elig­
ible for an FMA grant. 

How do I get an 
FMA grant? 
You may be offered an FMA 
Scheme grant: 

0 once you have applied on an 
FMA RAS application form, 
or, 

0 as a result of a RAS applica­
tion for other assistance. 

If your application is successful 

you will be sent a letter offering 
you the FMA grant. The letter 
will list the consultants who are 
available under the scheme. 

Where can I get 
the advice? 
As of February, 1993 there are 
two groups of approved sources 
of advice: 

0 Agricultural consultants. 
They must be Corporate 
members of Australian 
Association of Agricul­
tural Consultants (AAAC) 

0 Accredited members of 
the Financial Planning 
Association (FPA). 

The members of other approved 
professional associations may 
be added to the register of 
consultants by negotiation bet­
ween RF&D and the profes­
sional assoGiations. 

If you want advice from another 
professional organisation, ask 
them to contact the General 
Manager of RF&D to discuss 
the possibility of their members 
being included on the register. 

* Attitudes Influence Behaviour 
* Change is Constant 
* Cannot Predict the Fu tu.re From the Past 
* Success Breeds Complacency 
* Run A Little Scared 
* Willingness to Compete 
* Commitment to World's Best Practice 
* Get Close to the Customer 

'1>r "Terence Sfiepparc£ Conference '93 Spea~r 



S11peronn1111tion 
EMPLOYER'S RESPONSIBILITIES 

Rural employers are 
reminded of their respon­
sibilities under the Super­
a nn u a ti on Guarantee 
Charge (SGC). 
Since July 1, 1992, all 
employers must pay 
employees not covered by 
an award, a 3 per cent 
superannuation contribu­
tion into an approved 
fund. The employer 
chooses the complying 
fund. 
Award employers who 
ignore their responsibili­
ties will also be caught 
by a tax audit under SGC. 
Therefore all employers 
have responsibilities 
under either their award 
(if respondent) or the Su­
perannuation Guarantee 
Charge. 

NOTE: SADA Members 
are respondents to the 
State Pastoral Award. 

As a timelv reminder for 
employers \vhere the SGC 
applies it effects 
employees: -
□ who earn more than 

$450 per month; 
0 it does not apply to 

those over 65 years of 
age,or 

0 those who are under 18 
years. of age and enga­
ged in part time work 
of less than 30 hours 
per week; 

0 it does not apply to 

household domestic 
employees working for 
less than 30 hours per 
week. 

Employees falling within 
the SGC would include sons 
and daughters working on 
the famify property, Direc­
tors, Managers, Overseers, 
Jackeroos, Ji11eroos and fruit 
pickers who work outside 
of an award. 

In fact any person who has 
"paye" tax deducted from 
wages or is included in the 
employers Workcover pre­
mium, is entitled to super­
annuation. 

Employers (as defined) are 
required to pay 3 per cent 
from July 1 1992, (and 4 per 
cent from July 1 1994) on 
ordinary time earnings. 

On the other hand Award 
employers are directed by 
the superannuation clause 
of the Pastoral Award 
which is currently 3 per 
cent from March 1989 
(Fedefal) and May 1989 
(State) . 

The confusion between the 
two schemes will \viden 
when the legislated percen­
tage increments, compete 
w1 th. the Award prescrip­
tion and one falls behind 
the other ( or the pay roll 
threshold is surpassed). 

The Act currentlv suggests 
employers should adopt the 
treatment which is most 
favourable to the employee. 

The SA Farmers Fede­
r a ti on has sought a 
rationalisation between 
the SGC and rural award 
coverage to limit this con­
fusion presented by the 
introduction of the SGC 
scheme. 

To that end we have taken 
the matter to the Govern­
ment seeking the Award 
clause be set aside. 

A test case on this issue is 
being prepared. 
Finally the method of col­
lection of SGC is seif 
assessment. There are no 
specific reporting require­
ments for indiviciuar con­
tributions but the onus is 
on the employer/ taxpayer 
to prove that they have 
discharged any obligation 
to pay super. 
Emplovers not currently 
paying superannuation 
contributions for 
employees into a comply­
ing fund should attend to 
t 111 s re q u i r em en t i m -
mediately. 

More information on the 
Superannuation Guaran­
tee Charge can be 
obtained from the SA Far­
mers Federation Indus­
trial Director, your 
Accountaht or Super­
annuation Fund Manager. 

Thanks to Warwick 
Sutton of SA Farmers' 
Federation for this 
inform.ation. Ed 
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