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Ministe r for Agricu ltu re , Fishe ries and  Forestry, Sena tor the  Hon Murray Watt 
Ministe r for the  Environm en t and  Wate r, the  Hon Tanya  Plibe rsek MP 

 

The  first Nationa l Fera l Deer Action  Plan  was launched in  Canberra  today, de ta iling a  
co llabora tive  approach  be tween  gove rnm ent and  non-governm en t organ isa tions to 
m anage  fe ra l deer. 

The  Plan  se ts ou t 22 actions to  im prove  fe ra l dee r m anagem ent in  Austra lia , a ll with  the  
a im  to  stop  the  spread  of la rge  popu la tions and  reduce  the ir im pact; contro l or 
e radicate  sm all, iso la ted  popu la tions be fore  they spread; and  prioritise  and  pro tect 
sign ificant sites from  the ir im pacts. 

Min iste r for Agricu ltu re , Fisherie s and  Forestry Murray Watt sa id  m any dedica ted  
stakeholders are  working toge ther to  tackle  the  cha llenges of fe ra l dee r. 

“The  Albanese  Governm ent unde rstands the  im portance  of m anaging fe ra l an im als in  
Austra lia  to  pro tect our agricu ltura l industrie s and  the  environm ent,” Min iste r Watt sa id. 

“That’s why in  June  I announced a lm ost $1 m illion  in  funding to  extend  the  nationa l fe ra l 
deer m anagem en t coordina tor program  for anothe r two years to  he lp  de live r the  Plan . 

“Th is bu ilds on  over $4 m illion  invested  in  dee r con tro l pro jects th rough  m y 
departm ent. 

“Managing fe ra l deer is  a  shared  re sponsib ility be tween  landholde rs, com m unity, 
industry, and  gove rnm en t—and under the  Albanese  Governm ent we  continue  to  do  
our share , supporting you to  ge t the  job  done .” 

Min iste r for Environm en t and  Wate r, Tanya  Plibe rsek, we lcom ed the  launch  of the  p lan  
as a  sign ificant step  forward  for pro tecting natu re . 

“Fera l dee r num bers have  exploded from  50,000 in  1980 to  be tween  one  and  two 
m illion , today. They are  the  ‘next rabbit’ of Austra lia ’s fe ra l specie s,” Min iste r Plibe rsek 
sa id . 

“The  Nationa l Fe ra l Deer Action  Plan  will deve lop  and tria l new tools, to  bu ild  capacity to  
de tect, cu ll and  prevent fu rther spread  of th is fe ra l pest. 

“Fera l dee r do  enorm ous dam age  to  our native  wild life  and  precious p laces – they kill 
th rea tened  species and  dam age  critica l habita t. 

“Our governm ent is  com m itted  to pro tecting ou r precious specie s and leaving nature  
be tte r off for our kids and  grandkids.” 



Fera l dee r a re  estim ated  to  cost Austra lian  com m unitie s and  prim ary produce rs $91 
m illion  a  year, they cause  extensive  environm en ta l dam age , spread  d isease , and  a re  
increasingly becom ing a  tra ffic hazard. 

They are  re sponsib le  for dera iling land  regenera tion  program s by ring-barking young 
trees, they a lso  tram ple  native  wild life  habita ts and  destroy grazing lands by crea ting 
la rge  wallows. 

A nationa l approach  to  fe ra l deer m anagem en t is  expected  to  m ake  sign ificant im pacts 
on  the  dee r popu lation  in  Austra lia  now be fore  con tro l in  the  fu ture  becom es m ore  
costly. 

Min iste r Watt thanked the  Nationa l Dee r Managem ent Coordina tor, Dr Anne lise  
Wiebkin , from  Departm ent of Prim ary Industries and  Regions in  South  Austra lia , who 
toge the r with  a  working group, de livered  the  Plan . 

The  Plan  is ava ilab le  on  the  Nationa l Fera l Deer Action  Plan  website . 

 

https://feraldeerplan.org.au/
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