
A little over a week ago, the Mount 

Compass fires were a stark and timely 

reminder, and like many in our commu-

nity, I watched conditions change rapid-

ly and unpredictably. It was a stark and 

timely reminder of how quickly a nor-

mal day can turn into a crisis, particular-

ly for those of us living and working in 

high-risk bushfire areas. 

If there is one message I want to rein-

force, it is this: please make sure your 

bushfire plan and power outage plan 

are current, practical, and sitting some-

where obvious – on the kitchen cup-

board, not buried in a drawer or saved 

on a phone that may not have power. 

When decisions need to be made quick-

ly, clarity and preparation matter. 

The Fleurieu Peninsula blaze was 

battled by an extraordinary number of 

volunteer firefighters and support 

crews, many of whom left their own 

properties, families, and businesses to 

protect others. Several structures were 

lost, hundreds of hectares burned, and 

livestock impacts are still being as-

sessed. While the scale of the response 

was immense, what stood out most to 

me was the way the local community 

came together. 

Neighbours checked on neighbours. 

People opened their gates, their sheds, 

and their homes. Help was offered with-

out hesitation to move stock, provide 

water, meals, shelter, and reassurance. 

As dairy farmers, we often talk about 

resilience – but seeing it in action, under 

pressure, was genuinely humbling. The 

priority for everyone was the same: en-

suring our girls were safe and everyone 

got through the event. 

These moments remind us why strong 

rural communities matter and why 

preparation is not optional. Fires, power 

outages, extreme weather and biosecu-

rity threats are not abstract risks – they 

are realities we continue to face. Having 

plans in place, knowing who to call, and 

understanding what you will do in the 

first critical hours can make an enor-

mous difference. 

I also want to acknowledge the incredi-

ble work of the CFS volunteers, emer-

gency services, and supporting agencies 

who worked tirelessly under challenging 

conditions. Their commitment protects 

lives, livelihoods, and communities 

across South Australia. 

As we move through the remainder of 

summer, I encourage all members to 

take a moment to review your emer-

gency plans, talk them through with 

your family and staff, and make sure 

everyone knows their role. Preparation 

is one of the most practical ways we can 

look after each other.  

Stay safe, stay informed, and thank you, 

as always, for the strength and solidari-

ty this industry continues to show.  

We kick off this year celebrating 90 years of SADA. Officially, this milestone reflects nine 
decades of strong advocacy for South Australian dairy farmers. With more than 50 years 
of journals, we’ll be celebrating key moments throughout the year — keep an eye out for 
special archival highlights as we revisit the milestones that have shaped our industry.  

From the President  
Robert Brokenshire 
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Biosecurity Act 
2025 Baseline  
Biosecurity  
Attitudinal Sur-
vey Invitation.     

As part of its work to prepare for and im-
plement the new Biosecurity Act 2025, the 
Department of Primary Industries and Re-
gions (PIRSA) is inviting South Australian 
producers and the wider community to 
share their views on biosecurity. 
The survey seeks to better understand 
awareness, perceptions and behaviours 
relating to biosecurity across the state. 
Your feedback will help build a strong 
foundation for South Australia’s biosecuri-
ty and support long term outcomes for our 
economy, environment, and community. 
We have extended the closing date for the 
survey. If you have not yet provided your 
feedback, we invite you to take part by 
completing the survey. 

 

Survey Link 
 

$20 million grant program for    
River Murray communities  

South Australia’s River Murray communi-
ties are set to benefit from a $20 million 
grant program.  

The funding will ensure that as water is 
vitally recovered under the Murray–
Darling Basin Plan, communities along the 
river system continue to thrive.  

FULL MEDIA RELEASE HERE 

 
The program’s first round offers two types 
of grants:  

1.  Investment Feasibility grants that sup-
port early-stage work such as feasibil-
ity studies and planning to develop 
investment-ready proposals with the 
intent to apply for implementation 
funding in round 2. 

2.  Investment Ready grants fund pro-
jects that are shovel-ready economic 
opportunities in eligible South Austral-
ian River Murray communities. 

Primary Industries and Regions SA (PIRSA) 
is leading the program’s delivery on behalf 
of the Government of South Australia. For 
Sustainable Communities Program grant 
guidelines, eligibility and application de-
tails, visit the PIRSA website. 

Applications close on Tuesday 31 March 
2026 at 5pm. 

 

Program Page 

 

SA Constraints 
Measures        
Community          
Infrastructure          
Investigation 

What is being decided? 

To further enhance environmental out-
comes and improve community resilience 
to River Murray high flows, the South   
Australia Constraints Measures project is 
seeking community input to help develop 
future project proposals that balance envi-
ronmental, social and economic outcomes, 
while reflecting the needs and priorities of 
communities and businesses. 

We are asking the community to: 

1. Identify local opportunities that would 
benefit from infrastructure upgrades or 
impediment removal. 

2. Provide feedback on what information 
and tools would be useful in self-managing 
the effects of high flows on their land or 
business. 

3. Highlight locations they know to be im-
pacted by high flows up to 80 GL/day. 

 
How to get involved 
Find out more by reading the consultation 
guide. Use the interactive map to drop a pin 
and comment (with optional photo) to 
identify either of the following: 

• in-scope opportunities within your local 
area for infrastructure upgrades or im-
pediment removal 

• locations impacted by high flows up to 80 
GL/per day. 

 
Complete the online survey to provide 
feedback on potential SA Constraints 
Measures project works. 

 

Federal  
Government 
Delays Third 
Round of  
On-Farm  
Connectivity 
Grants 

The federal government has yet to confirm 
when the third round of the popular On-
Farm Connectivity Program will open. 
Initially advertised as opening in late 2025, 
the Office of the Minister for Communica-
tions, Anika Wells, now indicates applica-
tions are expected in “mid-2026.” 

A spokesperson for the department con-
firmed, “Guidelines for round three are 
currently being finalised with applications 
expected to open in mid-2026.” However, 
no exact date has been provided, and 
online information still lists late 2025 or 
the second quarter of 2026. 

 
Investment 
crucial to 
keep SA    
competitive 
South Australia 
likes to think big. 
We talk about 
leading in de-
fence technolo-
gy, space, major 
events and ad-

vanced manufacturing. But a truly future-
ready economy can’t treat agriculture as 
yesterday’s story. We must invest in the 
science that underpins premium food and 
fibre—industries that anchor regional jobs, 
export earnings and food security. 

 

2026 Kicks Off 
with  Safer 
Heavy Vehicle 
Guidance 

The 2026 Master Code has been launched 
– a practical, industry-driven guide de-
signed to support safer heavy vehicle op-
erations. Developed with input from 
across the sector, it helps dairy farmers, 
transport operators, and supply-chain par-
ticipants better understand and manage 
safety risks on a daily basis. The Code is 

From the SADA Desk:     What you need to know    These are things that have 

come to our attention over the past month which might be of interest to you. If there is anything that you think we have 
missed or you would like to see in the newsletter, please email: sada@sada.asn.au 
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Stay Informed. Stay Connected. Become a Valued SADA Member 
 

We’ve had a few new Members recently, If you’ve considered becoming a  
valued member of your industry body, now’s the time! 

 
You’re not only supporting a strong, united voice for South Australian dairy— you’re also gaining  

access to the most up-to-date  and relevant information affecting your business. J O I N  N O W  

published alongside practical guidance 
materials, and we’ll continue working with 
industry to develop further resources. You 
can view the 2026 Master Code on our 
website [here]. 

Implementation of the Heavy Vehicle Na-
tional Law reforms is also a key focus this 
quarter. SADA is working closely with the 
National Transport Commission to finalise 
standards and guidance that will give 
clear, practical direction for dairy business-
es. With reforms expected mid-year, we’ll 
provide timely guidance and support to 
ensure farmers and transport operators 
are ready. 

 

Career  
Pathways  
for  
Agricultural  
Trades  
Next steps  

A project to develop an Agricultural Trade 

Qualification has received approval from 

the Department of Employment and Work-

place Relations for commencement in 

2026. This qualification will be designed 

for delivery via apprenticeship.  

Qualification development—A Training 

Package Product Development project to 

create a nationally recognised Ag Trade 

qualification.  

Recommendations for an agricultural trade 

pathway have been made by 

the Agricultural Workforce Working 

Group, Opens in new tab*, the National 

Agricultural Labour Advisory Committee in 

the National Agriculture Workforce Strate-

gy, Opens in new tab, and the National 

Farmers’ Federation in their 2030 

Roadmap, Opens in new tab.   

 

 

 

Get your 
Power       
Outage Plan 
ready 
At SA Power Net-
works, the safety of 

our people and the community is our 
highest priority. Most weather-related 
power outages are caused by the prevail-
ing conditions such as wind, lightning, or 
storms. But at times, to help keep com-
munities safe during periods of high bush-
fire risk, we also need to take pre-emptive 
safety steps. While these measures can 
sometimes affect your power supply, they 
are critical to helping protect lives and 
property during high bushfire risk times. 
 

Simple steps to help keep 
you connected  

As summer continues, 
we've been respond-
ing to storms, floods, 
and fires - and it's im-
portant to make sure 

you're ready too. Sometimes severe 
weather can affect our network and other 
infrastructure like electricity, so being 
prepared will help you stay connected and 
informed. 
Here are a few simple steps you can take: 

• Charge devices and keep a pow-
er bank ready. 

• Enable Wi-Fi calling on your 
mobile so you can call for help. 

• Know where your local pay-
phone is for free calls and Wi-Fi. 

Check your details are up-to-date in the 
My Telstra App, so we can let you know 
you're eligible for disaster support. 

Extra 100GB of data  
If you are on a monthly mobile plan, 
you will    automatically receive 
100GB of extra data if you are in an 
affected area for use within 30 days 
in Australia. If you are eligible you will 
receive a text message informing you 
extra data has been added.   

UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

 
Curious about drones and your land? 
Join this hands-on, one-day workshop 
to learn how to fly drones safely, plan 
survey flights, and capture aerial image-
ry to support your land management 
decisions. You’ll see how drone surveys 
can reveal kangaroo activity as well as 
other species on your property. 
No prior experience is needed, just 
bring your curiosity (and your drone if 
you have one)! Morning tea and lunch 
are provided.  

https://sada.asn.au/about-us/membership
https://www.nhvr.gov.au/safety-accreditation-compliance/industry-codes-of-practice/2026-master-code?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=On-the-Road-Issue-196&utm_content=nhvr.gov.au%2Fnode%2F3623&utm_source=comms.nhvr.gov.au
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/about/news/stay-informed/communiques/ag-workforce-working-group-march-2023
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/about/news/stay-informed/communiques/ag-workforce-working-group-march-2023
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/about/reporting/obligations/government-responses/building-the-agricultural-workforce-of-the-future
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/about/reporting/obligations/government-responses/building-the-agricultural-workforce-of-the-future
https://nff.org.au/policies/roadmap/
https://nff.org.au/policies/roadmap/
https://skillsinsight.com.au/ag-trade-apprenticeship/
https://www.australiandairyconference.com.au/?utm_campaign=115857854-2025%20Monthly%20Members%20Newsletters&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-80dm8sNGuKdj26moD4ctty7iFTTFbO2qVtaOJXAmnvMDSugxTxBKOdvEp_wN1H5vgZxhJLpYVOqMTJPXnB7-dzxD2rMA&_hsmi=20875964&utm_cont
https://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/mr/events/drone-learning-workshop?utm_id=KPP-drone-wrokshop&utm_campaign=115857854-2025%20Monthly%20Members%20Newsletters&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8Vd16QS0BkmNvYNNLsU2i7zlAOZmO5YYq9iwPtHOR49z-Q_m7gwU96NbkIFdaH9Aq0EelF
https://sada.asn.au/notices/events/sada-90th-birthday-celebration


Upcoming Events can be             
registered on our Website, send 
through your event  details on 

our online registration form 
Est 1936 

 

Take a trip down memory lane and  
check out all our Member Newsletters — back  
when they were called Journals — on our website.  
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