








































































































































































































The question may well be asked -~ tsn't the industry more
praosperous now than it was at the beginning of the
decade? Aren'i the prices being received by dairy farmers
higher, in real value terms, than they were then?

Although the answer musi be a not very emphatic "Yes" to
both those statements, it is impossible not to recognise
that much {(though how much is impossible 1o say} of the
improvement has - been brought about, as we always new it
would be, from a shrinking in the size of the industry;
from the continuing reduction in  the number of dairy
farmers, and from the lessening of the volume of milk flow
into’ dairy factories, and the consequent amalgamating and
rationalizing of factory capacity.

As has so often been prophesied, Yit will be 0K for the
survivors!' and now we are coming closer to knowing who
the survivors will be, and, the most important factor of
all, closer tou a position where the bulk of the industry's
activity is devoted to servicing the domestic marketl, with
the export markets (admittedly paying better now, than in
the past, but not necesssriiy so for ever) actinag as shock
absorbers to take care of the necessary safety margin that
must be provided ar all times, and unavoidable seasonal
upsurges in exess of that margin,

But to return to the local scene. Although drafi legisiation
was interred in September, with the change of Government,
we will, for certain, continue to be haunted by its ghost,
by the expectations that it raised, and by the fears that
it engendered.

It must be admitted that proposed legislation contained a
ot of good ideas; it contained means tc cope with a
number of the industry's continuing and recurring prob-
tems, It's one great defect was that it was to be admin-
istered by an arm of Government, that the proposed Auth-
ority, ostensibly a part of the industry, would, in fact,
have been part of the bureaucracy, deriving it's powers
from sectional legisiation,

The problem that we face in the 1980's is how can the
minor changes that the South Australian dairy industry
may see that it needs, be brought about without inviting,
or invoklng, Government interventian?
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The drafting of a submission for legislative changes if
any such changes are indeed necessary) must be done very
carefully, with the full awareness of the possible dangers,
and certainly without haste or urgency.

With that word of caution, we can look forward to a year
of introspection and consolidation, freed of what seems, in
retrospect, to have been an agony of inquiry.

Limited By Current Legislation

In considering the "legal tangle" referred to in the previous
issue of the Journal, it must be realized that the augmenta-
tion scheme was negotiated at a time when it was expected that
nev dairy legislation was soon to be introduced.

Further, as the new legislation was, presumably, to be based
on the recommendations of the Webb Committee, which included a
proposal for an augmentation scheme not essentially different
from that which was negotiamted, it was expected that the new
legislation would contain provisions which would enable the
scheme to be implemented. As it turned out, the draft Dairy
Industry Bill, which was released to the industry for study
some 6 months after the augmentation scheme was negotiated did
not make any such provisions, and it was accepted that the
scheme could not progress as planned beyond the third year,
unless a change was made to the Bill.

The change of government in September brought about a situat-
ion when the Dairy Industry Bill was shelved, but it brought
no change to the position of the augmentation scheme.

Right from the start it had been known that the scheme could
not operate fully under the existing legislation, namely the
Metropolitan Milk Supply Act, but this had been disregarded
because of the expected new legislation.

Now, with the Dairy Industry Bill no longer a factor to be con-
sidered, the augmentation scheme must be considered in the
light of the restrictions placed on it by the current Act.

The restriction that the Act places on the sugmentation scheme
is that the contributions made to the South East cannot be tak-
en from levies on milk sold in the metropolitan ares, though

levies on milk sold outside the metropolitan area can he drawn

from, as these subs are not covered by the Act.
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The Finister has, conseguently, indicated That he is agreesble
Lo awendments being made to the Equalisation Asreement which

will permit the payment to the South Fast of contributions out
of the levies received from milk sales outside the metropolit-

i area.

These amendments, if gpproved by the twe dairy companies which
are the sisnatories to the Equalisation Agreement, will &llow
the augmentation scheme to commence at the originally agreed
level, awl to increasse in the second and third year, but with
no rarther inecreases in subsequent yvears, as the increase in
the third vear would take the centributions up to the limit of
receipts from non-metropclitan subs, which is currently some-
what more than $500,000.

A number of other Tactors must stiil be ieken into account,
such as, for example, the extent to which the benefits of the
scheme car be shared by the 65 Victorian deiry farmers supply-
ing Kraft's factory in the Scuth East, and a meeting with the
South Fastern Deirymens Assceiation will be held this week, to
decide on the details of the agreement between the twe regions.

Disposing of
es DEAD OR INJURED STOCK -°-°

can be troublesome and unpleasant and
MAY INVOLVE YOU IN A BREACH OF THE LAW
For assistance and advice, telephone

*« H.A. DODD (085) 56.3150 -

Available any time, any day, anywhere
in the Central region

I WILL PAY UP TO $60 FOR INJURED STOCK
depending on condition
and distance and will
hygienically and legally
dispose of carcases PAGE ‘6



STOP PRESS..cocecceceee
After

Black Wednesday
' FEDERATION INSURANCE
service was provided

- there on the spot

within 24 hours!

- The Association expresses its

_appreciation of this action!



CARE-LESS CALF REARING

For many dairy farmers, bucket-feeding of calves went out 25
years ago with the introduction of the Calfeteria - it not only
took most of the hassle out of teaching calves to drink, and
making sure that they drank enough but not too much, it also
eliminated digestive problems through the greater ensalivation
induced by sucking through a teat.

But the Calfeteria did not eliminate the need for scrupulous
hygiene, and although it was possible, it was not wise to permit
ad libitum access to the Calfeteria - the feeding process still
required supervision. All that is, now, in the past - an automatic
calf feeding machine is now available on the Australian market.

Known as the Legrain 2000 Automatic Calf Feeder, it has
recently undergone ficld trials by Copanapra Pastoral Company,
at Virginia, using Friesian heifer calves, which were fed from 4
days old to 36 days old on a commercial milk replacer, with
access to pasture hay and brewers grain.

Weight gains averaged 0.73 kg. per head per day, compared with
0.60 kg. with similar calves conventionally fed twice a day from
buckets. Total labour inputs over the period were approximately
halved and the improved weight gains permitted weaning at 8
weeks, compared with 12 weeks for bucket-reared calves, leading
to reduced milk replacement costs of about $16 per head.

The machine consists of a powder hopper fitted with an auger,
a water tank with heater and pump, and a mixing bowl in which
powder and water are mixed by means of a high-speed agitator.
Mixing occurs when calves draw on the machines rubber teats (of
which there can be 2 or 4), thereby lowering the fluid milk level
in the mixing bowl. This activates the auger, water pump and
agitator, so that freshly prepared milk is continuously available.

The Legrain 2000 which is priced at $1600, is distributed in
Australia by The Van Diemen's Land Company Pty. Limited,
Sydney, and in South Australia by Woodcroft Holdings Pty.
Limited. Development and market research is being conducted
by R. Seott Young & Co., Agricultural Consultants of St. Peters,
South Australia.
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Phote Ly meurtesy "Stoek Journal

LEGRAIN 2000 AUTOMATIC CALF FEEDER

*
&®
*
&

*

Supplies milk 24 hours a day

Wide variety of milk powders can be used
Accurate control of milk concentration §
temperature

Significant benefits in weight gains §
labour costs

Reduced incidence of poddiness

AUSTRALIAN DISTRIBUTOR:
The Van Diemen's Land Company Pty. Ltd.,
52 pPhillips St., Sydney

STH. AUSTRALIAN DEALER:
Woodcrof t Holdings Pty. Ltd.,
22 Woodcroft Ave., St. Georges.
Telephone 42-7450; 79-1956
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Full Schedules to Resume

With the approach of the Autumn calving season, the calf-run
routes and time-tables will revert to the full schedule OR
AND FROM MONDAY 24TH MARCH 1980 as under:-

NORTHERN - MONDAYS
9.00 Lobethal

9.30 Kenton Valley
10.00 Gumeracha
10.30 Williamstown
11.30 Flaxman Valley
12.00 Eden Valley

1.00 Springton
1.30 Mount Pleasant
2.00 Birdwood -
2.30 Mount Torrens
3.00 Charleston
3.30 Woodside

RIVER (Flag Run) TUESDAY
CENTRAL - WEDNESDAY

9.00 Meadows (Mt. Bold Corner)
9.30 " (Kuitpo Corner)

10.00 Kangarilla

10.30 Sawmill Corner

11.15 Kyeema

11.45 Hope Forrest

12.15 Yundi

12.k5 Mount Compass (Munetta Corner)
1.15 Mount Compass (Factory)

1.45 Tooperang

2.15 Finnis

SOUTHERN - THURSDAYS

9.00 Myponga

10.00 Wattle Flat

10.30 Rormanville

11.00 Second Valley

11.30 Delamere

12.00 Parawa (Kentish Corner)

12.30 " (Reserve)

1.30 Willow Creek

2.00 Waitpinga

2.30 Back Valley

3.00 Inman Valley Page 10
4.00 Hindmarsh Valley B

L.30 Mount Jagged
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NIGHTINGALE CHEMICALS

Australia’s Leading Campany in the Field of
Dairy Sanitation

with over sixty years’ service to the dairy industry

The NIGHTINGALE range comprises products for every phase of
cleaning in the dairy industry, including specialised detergents
for the care and maintenance of all equipment used in the dairy. ;

These include the latest developments in cleaning and sanitizing,
to ensure the supply of a firstclass product to the industry.

The NIGHTINGALE products are available from every dairy factory
in South Australia.

NIGHTINGALE regard Good Service to the industry as
being as important as Good Products, and maintain
full-time Field Officers to advise on any problem
associated with Dairy Sanitation.

You can contact our Field Officers by phoning Aqelaide 262 1648
or, after hours, Adelaide 264 1509 (Mr Kevin Smith), or by a
request transmitted through the Dairy Factory which you supply.

This NIGHTINGALE Service is available to you
at no charge. '

NIGHTINGALE CHEMICALS UMITED
{ 4 Railway Terrace, Dry Creek
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