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This month we welcomed the Hon. Julie 
Collins MP, Federal Minister for Agricul-
ture, to South Australia. Her visit comes at 
a critical time for our dairy industry, as we 
grapple with one of the most severe 
droughts on record. The Minister’s first 
stop was at our family farm on the Fleurieu 
Peninsula—a region as beautiful as it is 
battered by dry conditions. 
This visit is a valuable opportunity to put 
dairy on the federal agenda. We’ll be high-
lighting not only our region’s leadership in 
innovation, traceability, and sustainability, 
but also the real and growing toll that this 
drought is taking on our farms, families, 
and communities. Drought isn’t just re-
ducing production—it’s delaying progress, 
eating into profitability, and threatening 
the viability of even our most efficient op-
erations. 
At the same time, the release of 2025–26 
opening milk prices by processors has giv-
en us further reason for concern. While 
some local processors are doing their part 
to maintain fair pricing, most have only 
offered modest increases that fall well 
short of covering the rising costs of doing 
business in a dry year. 
With inflation still biting hard—especially 
around feed, water, and energy—this is 
not a time for short-term thinking. We’ve 

been clear: without sustainable farmgate 
prices, local milk supply is at risk. No milk, 
no market. 
SADA continues to advocate for a more 
collaborative, whole-of-supply-chain ap-
proach to pricing, one that recognises the 
shared value in strong, resilient local pro-
duction. We’re also urging the Federal 
Government to consider targeted support 
that keeps our farms in business and our 
regions strong. 
We remain committed to representing our 
members, elevating your concerns to the 
highest levels, and fighting for the sustain-
ability and success of South Australian 
dairy. 
 

Supporting Farmers When It 
Matters Most 
One of the most important things a strong 
advocacy body can do is be there when 
our industry is under pressure. In recent 
months, SADA has worked hard behind the 
scenes to support farmers impacted by the 
closure of Beston’s dairy division. 
I’m pleased to share that, thanks to coordi-
nated efforts with government, a $3 mil-
lion support package has now been deliv-
ered to affected Beston dairy farmers. The 
funds were distributed pro rata to all eligi-

ble creditors, representing a meaningful 
step in helping farmers get back on stable 
ground. 
This support wasn't automatic or inevita-
ble — it was the result of countless hours 
of advocacy, meetings, and negotiation to 
ensure farmers weren’t left out in the cold. 
It’s also worth acknowledging the integrity 
of a few farmers who chose to decline 
their share, recognising that others were 
in greater need of the support. That sense 
of community is something we can all be 
proud of. 
This is just one example of what SADA 
does behind the scenes — practical, mem-
ber-driven action when it counts. If you’re 
not currently a member of SADA, I encour-
age you to reach out and have a conversa-
tion with us. Being part of a collective 
voice means being part of the solution, not 
just in good times, but when the going gets 
tough. 
 

"We didn’t realise just how much this sup-
port would mean until it arrived. Karen and I 
were pretty emotional this morning. The 
assistance package has made a huge differ-
ence—not just financially, but knowing 
there were so many people working behind 
the scenes to help us. Without SADA’s clear 
communication, persistent advocacy, and 
willingness to step outside its usual role, this 
simply wouldn’t have happened. We’re in-
credibly grateful."  — The Hunt Family  

From the President  
Robert Brokenshire 
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South Australian Dairy Awards Gala Dinner On Sale Now!  
FRIDAY AUGUST 15  6.30PM - 11.30PM | WILLIAM MAGAREY ROOM, ADELAIDE OVAL 

 

The Dairy Industry Association of Australia (SA Branch) invites you to step 
into "A Dairy Wonderland" - a whimsical celebration where dairy takes 
centre stage in the most delightful way. Join us for the 2025 South Australi-
an Dairy Awards, an evening of excellence, imagination, and indulgence. 
EARLY BIRD TICKET SALES CLOSE: 9:00am, Monday, July 7 
TICKET SALES CLOSE: 9:00am, Friday, August 1         CLICK HERE TO BOOK 

https://diaa.asn.au/event/sa-branch---2025-south-australian-dairy-awards-gala-dinner-145?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--gCJd7_ixIBzQah4YvwOGmvDDmW-5Wa-4dlQCZAu3Wa0kEsjCoQKoNu_GFWAjwSW87-xTv


From the SADA Desk  
 

Opening Milk Prices In – A Mixed Start, 

But Some Bright Spots. 

Opening milk prices for the 2025–26 sea-

son are in, with a range of responses 

from processors. While many prices have 

been described as conservative given the 

rising input and fodder costs, a few pro-

cessors have stepped up to support farm-

ers with stronger offers. 

South Australian prices opened with: 

• Fonterra: $8.60/kgMS 

• Bega Group: $8.85–$9.69/kgMS 

• Lactalis: $8.80–$9.40/kgMS 

• saputo: $8.75/kgMS 

• Union Dairy Co.: $8.80/kgMS 

• Fleurieu Milk Company: $10.50/

kgMS (the standout) 

• La Casa Del Formaggio: $9.50/kgMS 

 

SADA President Robert Brokenshire wel-

comed the strong support shown by 

some local processors, particularly 

Fleurieu Milk Company and La Casa Del 

Formaggio, but noted that broader indus-

try pricing remains tight in what is al-

ready one of the most challenging years 

on record. 

“We acknowledge the cost pressures 

across the whole supply chain,” Mr Bro-

kenshire said. “But sustainable prices are 

essential to secure local milk supply and 

protect farmer viability.” 

DairySA Chair Andrew Cavill agreed prices 

were lower than hoped, especially given 

high fodder costs, but said it was encour-

aging to see some opening with a figure 

starting with 9. 

Both leaders called for continued collabo-

ration across the supply chain to ensure 

long-term sustainability, urging proces-

sors to consider upward revisions where 

possible. 

Despite the tough conditions, SA dairy 

remains committed to producing high-

quality milk and working toward shared 

solutions for a stronger future.enjoy 

dairy for its many health benefits. 

visit Promoting Australian Dairy. 

 

 

The "More Than an Industry" report 

by the Department of Primary Indus-

tries and Regions South Australia 

(PIRSA) highlights the significant ad-

vancements and contributions of 

South Australia's dairy. 
 

Key Highlights of South Australia's Dairy 

Industry: 

• Production and Economic Impact: In 

the 2023–24 period, the dairy industry 

produced 479 million litres of milk, gen-

erating approximately $345 million in 

farm gate revenue. 

• Productivity Growth: Milk yields have 

doubled since 1985 and are currently 

15% above the national average, re-

flecting the sector's commitment to 

innovation and efficiency.  

• Technological Advancements: The 

adoption of cutting-edge technologies, 

such as robotic milking systems, has 

enhanced productivity and animal wel-

fare. For instance, Nangkita Dairies 

invested $2 million in robotic milking, 

allowing cows to be milked on demand 

and improving overall herd manage-

ment. 

• Quality and Safety Standards: South 

Australia's dairy products are re-

nowned for their high butterfat and 

protein content, essential for premium 

dairy manufacturing. The industry 

maintains an internationally recognized 

safety record, with stringent quality 

assurance programs overseen by Dairy 

Safe South Australia. 

• Collaborative Partnerships: Strong col-

laborations between producers, pro-

cessors, and food manufacturers have 

been pivotal. A notable example is the 

partnership between Nangkita Dairies 

and La Casa Del Formaggio, which has 

expanded the production of fresh 

cheeses for national distribution.  

Overall, the report underscores the dairy 

industry's role as a dynamic and forward-

thinking sector within South Australia's 

agribusiness landscape, contributing sig-

nificantly to both the economy and the 

state's reputation for high-quality food 

production. 

 

State Budget Backs Regional 

SA and Primary Industries 
South Australia’s primary industries and 

agribusiness sector generated $17.1 bil-

lion in revenue for 2023–24, reinforcing 

its role as the state’s largest export con-

tributor—making up 49% of all merchan-

dise exports—and employing 76,000 FTEs 

statewide. 

In the 2025–26 State Budget, Treasurer 

Stephen Mullighan announced a $1.8 

billion investment in new measures to 

support regional SA, including significant 

commitments to agriculture, roads, bi-

osecurity, and emergency services. 

Key Primary Industries Initiatives: 

• $55.4 million in drought support across 

20+ programs, including infrastructure 

grants, mental health services, and pest 

control. 

• $45 million for fruit fly response and 

market access protection. 

• $11.8 million over five years for biose-

curity measures. 

• $44 million for a new coastal research 

vessel. 

Regional Infrastructure and Services: 

• $125 million for freight route upgrades, 

co-funded with the Commonwealth. 

• $80 million to improve Main South 

Road between Myponga and Yankalilla. 

• $17 million for wetland habitat restora-

tion. 

• $45 million for the new Mount Barker 

Hospital. 

• $29.6 million to expand Police Security 

Officers into regional areas. 

 

The State Government has com-

mitted $73.4 million in total to help 

drought-affected farmers. 

  

Learn more and apply for drought sup-

port:  www.pir.sa.gov.au/

drought_support 

This budget reflects strong recognition of 

the vital role primary producers and re-

gional communities play in South Austral-

ia’s future. 

https://www.dairy.com.au/health-and-nutrition
https://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/promoting-australian-dairy
https://pir.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/478616/more-than-an-industry-report-2025.pdf
http://www.pir.sa.gov.au/drought_support
http://www.pir.sa.gov.au/drought_support


 

 

 
 

  Nominations Close 7 July   

2025 SA Dairy Awards 
SADA is proud to continue as Premier Partner of the South Australian Dairy Awards in 2025. 

This prestigious event shines a spotlight on the outstanding contributions of South Australia’s dairy farmers 
and processors — the passionate people behind the high-quality products found in our supermarket delis, 
cafés, restaurants, and homes. 

For over 15 years, the Dairy Awards have been a key date on the industry calendar, honouring excellence in 
every facet of dairy production. 

We’re once again thrilled to partner with Foodland to present the Foodland Dairy Sustainability 
Award — recognising leaders who are delivering nutritious food for a healthier world, in line with the 
Australian Dairy Sustainability Framework.  

 
The 2025 program will also continue to showcase our three signature awards: Scan the QR Code for all the      
details and to lodge your nomination today. 

 

  Best Innovative Farmer of the Year. 

  Best Relationship with a Processor. 

  Young Farmer of the Year. 

  Foodland Dairy Sustainability Award. 

 

Let’s come together to celebrate the people who make SA dairy great  

 Save the Date – Friday, 15 August 2025  

https://sada.asn.au/notices/events/sa-dairy-awards-2025


WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 
These are things that have come to our attention over the past month which might be of interest to you.  

If there is anything that you think we have missed or you would like to see in the newsletter,  
please email: sada@sada.asn.au 

SADA is seeking your input to better 

understand current housing practices, 

challenges, and opportunities across 

South Australia’s dairy industry. 

We know that finding and keeping great 

staff is one of the biggest challenges 

facing dairy farmers — and housing can 

play a big role. 

 

 The SADA Dairy Workforce Housing 

Survey will help shape future policy, 

advocacy, and potential pilot projects to 

support workforce accommodation. 

Whether you're already providing on-

farm housing or have considered it but 

hit barriers like council approvals or 

high costs, we want to hear from you. 

  

Your feedback will help us: 

• Identify common issues across the 

industry 

• Inform discussions with government 

and councils 

• Explore shared housing models or 

pilot projects 

 The survey takes just a few minutes to 

complete and will guide real action. 

Click here to take the survey now 

Thank you for helping us build a 

stronger, more supported dairy    

workforce in SA. 

Australian Dairy Sustainability 
Framework Working Group. 
To support the next phase of the Australi-

an Dairy Sustainability Framework’s (ADSF) 

evolution, four new working groups will be 

established—aligned to the framework’s 

four commitment areas. These groups will 

review the current framework in the con-

text of the 2024 materiality assessment, 

ensuring that its goals, targets, indicators, 

and metrics effectively address material 

topics and remain relevant, evidence-

based, and aligned with global best prac-

tices and the evolving needs of the dairy 

industry. 

SADA is seeking passionate, knowledgea-

ble individuals to join these working 

groups and help shape the future of sus-

tainability in Australian dairy. Members 

will play a critical role in ensuring the 

framework remains responsive to emerg-

ing challenges and opportunities, contrib-

uting to a future-proof and resilient indus-

try. 

Ideal candidates should be enthusiastic 

about driving positive change, willing to 

share their expertise, and capable of con-

tributing to the review and refinement of 

existing goals, as well as the development 

of new ones. Strong industry networks are 

essential to ensure that a broad and repre-

sentative range of perspectives is reflected 

in the work of the groups. Participation is 

voluntary, and all meetings will be con-

ducted virtually to ensure accessibility and 

flexibility. 

We welcome applications from individu-

als across all parts of the dairy supply 

chain and encourage diverse perspec-

tives—everyone with a passion for sus-

tainability and the future of the industry 

is invited to apply.  

The State of the Environment Report 

2023 provides information on key as-

pects of the environment, including: 

Climate, Air, Land, Water, River Mur-

ray, Sea and Liveability. The Report 

provides recommendations to govern-

ment to address the most significant 

environmental issues, and provides da-

ta and analysis to assist government, 

industry, and the community to take 

action to improve environmental out-

comes. 

 

Summary Report 

The SOER is prepared every 5 years un-

der the Environment Protection Act 

1993. This is the 8th published SOER 

since 1988. The 2023 SOER adopts the 

international pressure-state-response 

model, provides recommendations to 

government and offers suggestions that 

could be applied to improve environ-

mental outcomes. 

 

SoE Report 2023 Feedback 

EPA are now seeking feedback from 

people on their thoughts and perspec-

tives on various aspects of the 2023 

SOER. This will be used to drive im-

provements to produce the 2028 

SOER. This is an extensive survey to 

obtain as much information and feed-

back from the community and stake-

holders as possible to help improve 

the production process. 

mailto:sada@sada.asn.au
https://share.hsforms.com/1z_oQw0IXRQupnhwcXeWu6gd5tpo?__hstc=263234515.c001efe1450a92d7428d872f1fbf7e32.1743745508336.1750132338926.1750134530130.82&__hssc=263234515.2.1750134530130&__hsfp=1361760996
https://australiandairyfarmers.com.au/adsf/
https://australiandairyfarmers.com.au/adsf/
https://soe.epa.sa.gov.au/
https://soe.epa.sa.gov.au/


SNAPSHOTS in DAIRY 

 

WFI SADA Partnership:  
If you take out a policy with WFI,  

SADA receives a commission from WFI  
of 7.5% of the policy premium.   

 

Make sure when your next speaking with WFI  
that you mention your a SADA Member. 

Upcoming Events can be  
registered on our Website,  
send through your event  

details on our online  
 

registration form 

 

Nick Wickham  
0407 976 759  

apply@agrecruit.com.au   

agrecruit.com.au 

https://www.wfi.com.au/
https://www.wfi.com.au/
https://sada.asn.au/industry-development/projects/bjd-management-in-sa?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--kkUoCarTXNI9SSJUH5aF9vjbiY9rNj3WQ6n8HDa8onTHh_pBlrXBQNMQNwTOgbFjip4K_
https://sada.asn.au/notices/submit-an-event?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9aYuMc8lG9_cfWVe--Urj7c5Ok3mevXHX1uJSfVjT13P5UJZFnR3s8H2CMv_yEUKWKOGYy
mailto:apply@agrecruit.com.au
https://sada.asn.au/notices/submit-an-event?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--jt3DQYcGeyW_UhmNZZnu34WfdTwVXU0hsTImvdIYX3SB8ykI7Is-1VCsu09uB7C0U5YNT
https://www.facebook.com/dodairysa?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--jt3DQYcGeyW_UhmNZZnu34WfdTwVXU0hsTImvdIYX3SB8ykI7Is-1VCsu09uB7C0U5YNT
https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/media-releases/news-items/budget-prepares-for-adelaide-to-host-major-cop31-event
https://10.com.au/theproject/news/2025/australias-dairy-farmers-plea-for-help/tpv250617ejimy?fbclid=IwY2xjawK-G9BleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFucmpnQnNRemhjYTExYndSAR6x7dslM_vriCm2VQ4iqgFhQ9aKlIFuvFcG7Kfjl1Qs-v41J3LmT3_dPsUqpg_aem_L9NLPmO1nhrKK6fiRxxIhw&utm_sour
https://www.mdba.gov.au/news-and-events/newsroom/murray-darling-basin-authority-communique-june-2025
https://farmersforclimateaction.org.au/blog/2025/05/29/farmer-insight-survey-2025/
https://www.stockjournal.com.au/story/8995923/dairy-adventures-discovering-life-on-a-working-farm-at-mannum/?utm_campaign=var1%3Abreaking_news%20var2%3Atext&utm_campaign=&utm_term=1287793&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8OlMoa8Z35Of8jjM

